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HRCR MIDLANDS NEWSLETTER : NOVEMBER 2019 
 

FORTHCOMING HRCR MIDLANDS AND OTHER LOCAL EVENTS 
 

 

Simon Malins, Nick Pullan and a Hillman Hiunter during a morning test at Curborough 
on last year’s Rally of the Tests. This photo is also an appropriate tribute to the passing 
of Andrew Cowan as mentioned elsewhere in this issue.                          © David Yorke 

7-10 Nov RALLY OF THE TESTS  

This year’s Rally of the Tests 2019 will start from Torquay with a short but taxing prologue. On the Friday, 
the route will be taking in some of the ‘Testers’ favourite venues through the West Country en-route to the 
overnight halt in Bristol.  

On Saturday 9 November, the rally starts again at the iconic RAC building next to the M5, crossing into 
Wales before the overnight halt in Stoke-on-Trent. The Curborough Calendar shows the sprint course 
reserved for the ROTT from 1000 to 1700hrs during the day. 

The final day sees the crews leave Stoke-on-Trent for the journey back into Wales complete with will be a 
mix of Regularities and Tests before the finish in the City of Chester. 

As ever, marshals are wanted so sign up via the website. Matlock MC has also been asked if it could 
arrange marshals for this event and HRCR Midlands members have assisted them previously. 

Website : https://heroevents.eu/event-schedule/rac-rally-tests-2019/ 

 
8-10 Nov LANCASTER INSURANCE CLASSIC MOTOR SHOW, NEC BIRMINGHAM 

This year, the Classic Car Show at the NEC celebrates its 35th anniversary with something rather special. 
On Saturday 9 November, cars and crews competing in the RAC Rally of the Tests will take on an indoor 
course in one of the seven show halls. With a wonderful selection of classic and vintage vehicles 
competing, the crews will be battling it out to set the fastest time to lift the winner’s trophy at the finish line. 

The action, which will last for around two hours, takes place in Hall 6 and will see competitors tackling a 
thrilling speed and agility test. This will mark the half-way point of the Rally, and crews will be waved away 
from the NEC to continue with the event. On hand to provide commentary and interviews will be by Tony 
Jardine. 

But that is not all. More than forty clubs are already confirmed for the Anniversary Hall, joining the other 
260 that will be spread across the other six halls of the show. When it comes to the classics on display, 
there really is something for everyone from family models and sports car to heroes from the world of 
motorsport. 

 

https://heroevents.eu/event-schedule/rac-rally-tests-2019/
https://heroevents.eu/event-schedule/rac-rally-tests-2019/
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Amongst the Anniversary Hall highlights are some great Japanese classics and there will be plenty more 
sporting classics to enjoy too. Ford enthusiasts will certainly want to help mark 20 years since of the launch 
of the Racing Puma whilst the Peugeot Sport Club UK’s stand will feature the brilliant 205 GTi and its 
35th birthday, one shared with the official launch of the MG Metro 6R4 rally car, examples being displayed 
both 6R4.net and Rallying History. 

Where and When : NEC Birmingham. Tickets are now on sale and you can either purchase your advance 
tickets online or over the phone. If you book before midnight on Thursday 7 November, you can save up 
to 15% on the on-the-door ticket prices. Even so, you can always turn up on the day and book tickets at 
the door.  

Website : https://www.necclassicmotorshow.com/ 

 
21-25 Nov  ROGER ALBERT CLARK RALLY : 21 – 25 NOVEMBER 2019  

If you like Historic rally Escorts of any persuasion, this is definitely something that cannot be missed. At 
the time of writing, there should be around 79 are Escorts within the 200 entries made.  

The initial draft programme for the one historic rally in the UK that many may wish to see was reproduced 
in last month’s issue of this Newsletter. 

Website ; http://racrmc.org/roger-albert-clark-rally/index 

 
4  Dec CHRISTMAS MEAL, HRCR MIDLANDS REVIEW AND QUIZ 

The date has now been fixed for what has become another HRCR Midlands tradition and an opportunity 
for Midlands Members to discuss how the Midlands Region might develop in the future.  

It would be helpful for the catering to know how many wish to dine that evening so those wishing to do so 
are asked to contact Peter Haynes or David Yorke as soon as possible via lotus@peterehaynes.plus.com 
or yorkeport@btinternet.com respectively. 

Where and When : The Royal Oak, 55 Green Lane, Ockbrook, Derby DE72 3SE : 1830hrs for meals 
and other activities at 2000hrs.  

 
7-10 Dec      LE JOG :  

The anniversaries keep coming this year and LE JOG celebrates its 25th. Either the adverse exchange rate 
of the pound (£) or the event’s reputation has brought a surprisingly high number of entrants from abroad. 
Chester seems to be the nearest point from the North Midlands. As ever, marshals are needed. 

Website : https://heroevents.eu/event-schedule/le-jog-2019/ 

 
29 Dec CHRISTMAS TREASURE HUNT 

Whilst it still seems a long way away, some shops already have their Christmas stock and Santa displays. 
Another seasonal tradition is the Treasure Hunt which Vince Orme organises for the Carlton and District 
Motor Club so reserve the date for a day out for the family. Though it is still in the planning stages, the 
event will last around two hours. 

Further information will be given next month but HRCR members are invited and entries are now being 
accepted. Contact Vince Orme via  vince.cdmc@gmail.com,  vince.qoc@gmail.com or 077 998 02107.  

Where : The Start and Finish will be at the Excavator public house at Buckland Hollow which was last 
used in 2013 .  

2020  
 
11 Jan HRCR OPEN DAY : BRITISH MOTOR MUSEUM, GAYDON 

 Make a note of the date. Hopefully it will be more of the same but different. Our own 2020 DDD will be 
launched there and help manning the stand will be needed. More details will be given in future Newsletters. 

 
15 Feb HRCR AGM, ANNUAL DINNER AND PRESENTATION NIGHT  

 A single venue event at a venue that was very well received this year.  The HRCR AGM will take place 
first, with the HRCR Annual Dinner and Presentation Night to follow. 

 Where and When : Woodland Grange, Woodland Grange, Old Milverton Lane, Royal Leamington Spa 
CV32 6RN. Phone: 01926 336621. Times to be confirmed in future Newsletters. 

October POSSIBLE HRCR RALLY IN DERBYSHIRE 

 Whilst more details will be available later, the one thing that is certain is that many volunteers will be 
needed. So please be prepared to support your local event.  

https://www.necclassicmotorshow.com/
http://racrmc.org/roger-albert-clark-rally/index
mailto:lotus@peterehaynes.plus.com
mailto:yorkeport@btinternet.com
https://heroevents.eu/event-schedule/le-jog-2019/
mailto:vince.cdmc@gmail.com
mailto:vince.qoc@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/search?sxsrf=ACYBGNTwyY-Y8JhOkUVKGdB1Vpll7nenQg:1570528929912&q=woodland+grange+phone&ludocid=13954957491280677085&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi4geiXtIzlAhXOilwKHedyD5sQ6BMwE3oECBwQAg&sxsrf=ACYBGNTwyY-Y8JhOkUVKGdB1Vpll7nenQg:1570528929912
https://www.google.com/search?q=Woodland+Grange%2C+Leamington+Spa&oq=Woodland+Grange%2C+Leamington+Spa&aqs=chrome..69i57.1502j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
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OTHER EVENTS OF POSSIBLE INTEREST 
  Contributions from motor clubs within the Midlands area are always welcome.   

As ever, please confirm details with the relevant event organisers. 
 

Key to HRCR Events 

1 HRCR Scenic Tour series  

2 HRCR Clubmans Road Rallying Championship  

3 HRCR Mini Sport Cup Stage Rally Championship  

4 West Wales Rally Spares HRCR Stage Masters Challenge  

5 HRCR Speed Series (Hill Climb and Sprint) Championship  

6 HRCR Premier Road Rally Championship  

7 HRCR Motorscope Northern Gravel Rally Championship + Asphalt 
Rally Championship 

 

HRCR Date Event Contact 

1 2 November Autumn Leaves Classic Tour : Radnorshire + 
Herefordshire 

www.scenictoursuk.co 

7 3 November MEM Malton Forest Rally : North Yorks facebook.co.uk/groups/HRCRMO
TORSCOPENHRC/ 

6 7-10 Nov Rally of the Tests : Torquay to Chester https://heroevents.eu/eventschedu
le/rac-rally-tests-2019/ 

4 10 November Wyedean Stages Rally ; Forest of Dean https://www.wyedeanstages.co.uk/ 

6  Saltire Classic Rally : Pitlochry https://www.saltirerallyclub.co.uk/e
vents 

6 7 – 10 Dec LE JOG : guess where from and where to! 
Overnight in Chester 7-8 December 

www.heroevents.eu 

 
REPORTS 

The views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Region’s Management Team or the 
HRCR Committee. All rights are reserved by the respective contributors. 

 

LOW BUDGET STAGE RALLYING 

HRCR members may be familiar with my exploits in my Cat 2 BMW 2002, but it’s just one of a long line of competition cars 
I’ve had over the past two decades. Hundreds of events have passed under my wheels from production car trials, autotests, 
autosolos, 12-cars, road rallies, and targas, but in all that time I’d never entered a stage rally. My main reason for not going 
stage rallying was enjoying other things too much, but the dynamic has begun to change. I’ve no intention of stopping road 
rallying because I still believe a night in the lanes is the ultimate test, but following changes in closed roads legislation, 

stages have become more appealing. My competition licence has long borne the word “Stage” but it’s only now that I’ve 
felt the need to use my full entitlement. To be eligible for the best events however, I need to upgrade from National B to 

National A and that means completing four single venues in order to prove I can drive down a road. Like on a road rally. 

It’s curious logic.  

The 2002 is a great car but not suitable for a low budget stage rallying programme Instead, you’ll be reading about my 
well-used BMW 318Ti Compact. Given the speed of advancement in historic eligibility over the past few years, think of it 

as a Cat 6 if it makes you feel better about featuring a mere 21-year old modern in the HRCR newsletter. Blame David 

Yorke; he asked me to write this article. My current Compact is the third I’ve rallied. They’re not particularly quick but are 

astonishingly hardy things and work acceptably well in virtually standard form. For motorsport on the cheap they are my 

weapon of choice, in the same way that a slightly blunt butter knife is still technically a weapon. In road and targa events 

we’ve had success, but stage rallying is a different budgetary game with more freedom of car specification, cylinder count 

and forced induction; all things I can’t afford. Going from being a well-known fish in a familiar pond to a total nobody in a 

new pond was therefore inevitable. 

Having got the Compact logbooked my stage debut was immediately postponed. A run on the Border 100 road rally in 

March ended when the radiator broke free of its moorings whilst attacking a white at ambitious speed, kinking a coolant 

hose and cooking the engine. With no trailer, getting home involved a walk, a taxi, a train from the middle of nowhere and 

return trip to Wales with a borrowed beavertail a week later. It’s rare I can’t coax a car home but I’d done a proper job on 
the cylinder head. By the time I’d noticed the temperature gauge was high I took the decision to keep pressing on to the 

next control as it was likely to be damaged anyway so there was no real point in slowing down. This is how my mind works.  

http://www.scenictoursuk.co/
https://heroevents.eu/eventschedule/rac-rally-tests-2019/
https://heroevents.eu/eventschedule/rac-rally-tests-2019/
https://www.wyedeanstages.co.uk/
https://www.saltirerallyclub.co.uk/events
https://www.saltirerallyclub.co.uk/events
http://www.heroevents.eu/
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With repairs completed, Cath and I entered Mid-Derbyshire Motor Club’s Core Driver Training Twyford Stages in July, a 
venue we both knew from previous rally instructing work. Having spent plenty of time rallying on airfields, it all felt very 

familiar; just more of a faff getting dressed up in Nomex, helmet and HANS on a hot day when we’ve previously done far 
more risky things and lived to tell the tale. Our service area consisted of two thin tarps, a couple of folding chairs and some 

basic tools lobbed in the back of my old pickup truck, without a trailer. We had a selection of part worn Maxsport RB3 Ultras 

rather than splashing out on brand new remoulds like a flash person. With paintwork free of sponsor stickers, we were 

notably low budget.  

 

Dave, Cath and the BMW 318i making a splash at the Twyford Stages Rally 
Photo © Kevin Money 

Twyford was great fun with plenty of lurid slides on the concrete and big yumps over the gravel sections, MDMC having 

done great work improving the venue for the rally. Apart from one moment of confusion at a split which cost us some 

mileage but made little difference to our result, we achieved our aim of a clean finish. A 50% retirement rate proved that 

Twyford can be hard on cars but we pushed hard and finished in 23rd place, ahead of people who should have left us 

standing. Finishing 23rd on a road rally would have me in a monk for a month but here it felt like a measure of success, 

especially as the car drove home with zero defects. I also came away with one of the four signatures required for my 

National A upgrade.  

Our second event came a mere three weeks later; being the Phoenix Stages at Fulbeck. The Lincolnshire badlands lack 

any vegetation higher than six inches and sheltering from the dust storms blowing in from the prairie was a challenge. We 

pitched camp between two Escort crews and battled to lay the tarps down in a manner that resembled slapstick parachute 

practice. Fulbeck has the usual airfield surface of degraded concrete and it’s certainly possible to commit, but the road 
nearest the service area has the unwelcome novelty of being both fast and rough. The holes were enough to egg one of 

the indestructible Maxsports and tweak my steering off centre, but we got off lightly compared to our neighbours who 

completely destroyed two expensive Group 4 wheels. Repeated punishment took its toll on the Compact and by mid-

afternoon the battery tray had broken free from the inner wing and the bonnet had sawn through a bonnet pin eyebolt. 

Extensive use of structural grade cable ties and gorilla tape ensured no time was lost.  

 

The same car and crew on the Phoenix Stages. Photo © Kevin Money 
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We enjoyed a clean run, only being baulked by a slow RS2000 until I made it very clear that politeness has a shelf life and 

we were coming past whatever. Disaster nearly struck in the afternoon as we rounded a blind third gear bend to find a 

Ford KA stopped amidst a demolished chicane with the driver sprinting across the road, debris strewn across my committed 

line. The wonders of a hydraulic handbrake saw us make a significant adjustment at 60mph to thread one side of the 

stranded KA whilst the car behind fishtailed around the opposite side, Cath calmly reminding me mid-slide not to get a 

puncture by putting a wheel off the road, which was a useful clarification. The only serious mechanical issue was the diff 

throwing a tooth half a mile from the final control but we finished 24th and 7th in class from 44 survivors and I was able to 

limp the car back home, albeit noisily. Not bad for a standard car, and I ticked the second event off my list.  

 

Dave suggested that this photo from the Dukeries Rally should be included. 

Whilst it’s not on that I might have chosen myself, it does show commitment 
and the problems of catch fencing at circuits geared up for F1 racing when 

one does not have a press pass. Photo © David Yorke   

I drive the same way I dress; I am neither neat or tidy. I’m most comfortable on gravel and slippery narrow lanes, so our 
third choice of event was not an obvious one. The Rainworth Skoda Dukeries Rally would once have provided a prime 

opportunity to kick up some mud, but in recent years it has run exclusively within Donington Park. The usual used forestry 

rubber wouldn’t be suitable for the high-speed circuit so I took a punt on some low profile Toyo TR1s, successor to the 

notorious T1-R trackday tyre. With six new Toyos costing less than shoeing a single circle of quality rubber, I elected to 

disregard the old adages of “buy cheap, buy twice” and “tyres are cheaper than bodywork”. I figured that, unless it 

hammered it down with rain, we’d be broadly OK.  

Rally day arrived. It was hammering down. At least I was happy to be getting our money’s worth from renting a cosy pitlane 
garage. It was apparent that our respectable mid field result from Fulbeck wouldn’t be replicated as half the entry were full-
on fire breathing low slung tarmac racers. After mulling over the advice that any damage to turf would be expensively 

charged by the circuit operators, I considered that a slippery Donington would be no place for unnecessary heroics and 

getting a finish was our main objective. We were dramatically out-gunned but the Toyos were marginally more effective 

than I expected. Unsticking the rear end to showboat at the hairpins was still very easy though, the few seconds lost in 

entertainingly lurid drifts making little difference to our overall result. In hindsight I could have pushed harder on the circuit 

and Cath commented I was clearly far more at home on the short gravel link section across the infield. I make no claim to 

be a natural racing driver! Our 52nd overall from 64 finishers was hardly a dear diary moment but the car remained in one 

piece, we weren’t beaten by anyone comparable and we avoided the ignominy of the gravel traps.   

Tightwad stage rallying is still possible and having no trailer or service crew need not be an impediment to entering a single 

venue. I’ve put an entry in for the fourth event required for my licence upgrade and after that is completed, National A 
qualification opens up a load more options. Whilst multi venue and foreign events will take a bit more logistical planning 

we’ll retain the same lean approach to the sport. I intend to make use of the tow hitch on the service barge but you won’t 
find us with fancy gear and stacks of new rubber anytime soon. I’d rather keep the budget low and our horizons wide.  

Dave Leadbetter  

 

Editor’s note 

The BMW Compact series makes use of the tried and tested mechanicals from the E30 3-Series, particularly the rear 

suspension rather than the more complicated arrangement from its E36 successor. The Group A rallying of the late 1980s 

saw the E30 325i, 326iX (4WD) and M3 models being used, the former model later being adopted for Clubman use by the 

late Pat Flynn’s RWD Challenge that accompanied the Peugeot 205 series.    
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WALES RALLY GREAT BRITAIN : SS1 OULTON PARK AND HISTORIC RALLY CAR 

DISPLAY : 3 OCTOBER 2019 
 

 

An unidentified Prodrive 911RS and Jimmy McRae’s 6R4 at the Oulton Park display. 

Following the pre-event Shakedown held this year for the first time in Gwydir Forest, Snowdonia during in the morning, 
those teams that were competing on the International part of WRGB then headed for Service and then Liverpool’s  
Ceremonial Start from Pier Head at 1600hrs.The rest of the day comprised a single dusk/night stage at Oulton Park before 
parc ferme in Llandudno and the rest of the rally. 

In the absence of the WRGB National Rally, one was tempted to question the wisdom of such an arrangement, given that 
there would be just 59 cars to tackle the single mixed surface stage. But there would be other attractions, not the least 
being decent parking, toilets and a restaurant to the high standards now expected from Motor Sport Vision. Others included 
a 20-minute autograph session with most of the Works teams’ drivers and co-drivers and a display of cars, both real and 
representative, that had taken part in previous events, all to celebrate the 75th Anniversary of the rally, sponsored by 
Autocar which was behind the first running of the rally. 

Having been in Liverpool during the previous June for the Press Launch of the rally, I was asked by Jonathan Gill, the 
rally’s Chief Media Officer, if HRCR might be able to help in sourcing ‘candidate’ cars for the Oulton Park display. As on 
some other occasions, I had to explain that HRCR does not, despite its title, maintain registers of cars and their rally 
histories but I would see what might be done for the period between 1932 and 1990. 

A spreadsheet was developed, for which the timetable for research and data input would be exceedingly tight. Very useful 
information for the period from 1932 to 1988 came from the Results section of Maurice Hamilton’s ‘RAC Rally’, Martin 
Holmes’ ‘World Rally’ series for 1989 and 1990 and the CD that was once available for Motor Sport subscribers. Then it 
was then a matter of internet searches for contemporary photographs and reports. From such sources, it was then a matter 
of establishing which cars still existed and who were their present custodians. David Holmes advised me to contact Tim 
Nash who was in the midst of organising the Lombard Bath Rally that would run later in October whilst a piece in the HRCR 
E-Newsletter led to Philip Ambrose contacting me about the whereabouts of two cars from the 1965 rally. 

Finally, with splendid support from Tim, a shortlist of possible cars, their histories and owners’ contact details were emailed 
to Jonathan Gill for the final selection by others, with a particular plea that some from the early pre-forest stage rallies were 
included. Once done, my involvement ended and two tickets for the Oulton Park stage were offered for my efforts. Naturally, 
I had already decided to attend so now I would see which cars had made the cut for the display and thank the owners of 
‘my’ cars for their support. 

Come the day, the number of cars and their pedigrees on display exceeded my expectations, even if some were ‘tribute’ 
or ‘evocation’ examples. But inevitably there were some gaps in what would have been my preferred selection. The cars 
that were there had been lined up in the Paddock behind the Pits in date order and with military precision but, most 
unexpectedly, behind barriers. So, rather unfortunately, spectators were unable to read their histories that had been placed 
on their windscreens. Maybe the information was in the £9 programme but, since I never managed to get around to 
acquiring one, I may never know. 
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The following are some of the cars that I had managed to track down and were chosen for the display.   

 

 

Two cars from the 1965 RAC Rally before the gates to Oulton Park were opened at 3pm. Mini #5 
is that which Rauno Aaltonen and Tony Ambroses won the rally although its registration DJB 93B 
may be but one of its few original items. But the Austin Healey 3000 is an original car, being that in 
which Timo Makinen and Paul Easter came second. The owner of both cars, Amanda Johnson, is 
seen talking to Philip Ambrose, who has just published a book about his uncle’s rallying exploits. 

     

 

Owner Ray Warland completed the 10-year restoration of the Singer 9 Coupe that took part in the 
1933 RAC Rally just in time for the display. The car came second in the class for Cars up to 10hp 
and was driven by FRG Spikins who won the same class in the following year in a Singer 9 Le Mans 
that became the Bantam special for circuit racing. Spikins also won the class for Open Cars over 
20hp in the 1936 rally in an open Hudson Spikins Special. That car still exists but, to its owner’s 
dismay, suffered an engine failure so could not make an appearance.   
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Steve Perez’ ex-Hannu Mikkola Audi Quattro S1 representing the Michele Mouton / Fabrizia Pons 
example that came sixth in the 1984 rally and took the Ladies Prize. Hannu was in another David 
Sutton-prepared Quattro (this time an older A2) and finished second to Ari Vatanen in the Peugeot 
205T16. Both drivers helped Audi Sport to take the Team Prize. 

 

 

The well-exhibited ex-Jon Woodner Peugeot 205 T16 E2 owned by Kevin Furber representing the 
car with which Ari Vatanen and Terry Harryman won the 1984 rally, Note the Skoda Favorit in the 
background. 

The WRC contingent came through the stage in the dark after 7pm, by which time I had managed to find a reasonable 
photo spot close to the asphalt to gravel hairpin between Knicker Brook and Clay Hill. It was here that Ott Tanak overshot, 
stalled and lost some eight seconds. This was perhaps the only mistake he made during his brilliant drive to victory.  Rally 
history was also made as this year’s rally was to be the last appearance of Petter Solberg (and perhaps Phil Mills) on a 
WRC round. Very fittingly, given the mixed surfaces and Petter’s recent forays into WRX, the pair set FTD at one point and 
went on to bring their WRC2 VW to the Finish in a remarkable 10th place overall. 

Finally, there is still a spreadsheet that needs completion so, if you know of the existence of other similar surviving cars, 
would you please let me (or rather my successors) know all in good time for any Centenary.    
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CARLTON + DMC PRACTICE DAY, CURBOROUGH SPRINT COURSE  : 19 OCTOBER 2019 

 

 

Decent weather and autumn colours greeted those that entered Carlton + DMC’s Practice Day at the 
Curborough sprint track. 

For nearly 25 years Carlton Motor Club has had an annual practice day at the Curborough sprint course near Lichfield. In 
the last few years there has been a contingent from the Quantum Owners Club and the Historic Rally Car Register, together 
with friends and other local motor clubs.  

Yet again I had opted to book for the full day, aiming to get the earliest start and run continuous until close. During the day 
the route got altered a couple of times which went down well – it certainly tested the skills of the driver and components of 
the car on the first swap. 

It was great this year to see another variety of cars taking part from runabouts costing under £500 through to normal road 
cars: road rally spec cars; classics; some specials [still road legal] and exotica in six figures. And what a great day it was 
with good weather for mid-October, apart from the early morning shower which caught the first few cars out. 

The collection of monies, signing on and drivers briefing were all completed to start track action by 10.00 am. As in previous 
years the track is continually open [no formal lunch break] with the next car on as soon as the previous one had passed 
the red flag. This year, the number of participants was about right with less queuing time compared with last year. 
Obviously, everybody must have had their moneys-worth this year as we stopped running 30 minutes early! 

I would personally like to thank Carlton's regular flag marshals Ian, Eddie, Don and friend as the day couldn't happen 
without them. Their efforts enable the day to run smoothly and was appreciated by a large number of entrants as they left. 
A big thank you also goes to those who took advantage of the catering. For those who don't know, this is booked separately 
to the track day. They work on getting a minimum turnover and expect the club booking them to make up the difference if 
not - so only by decent usage by participants can this continue. 

This year, I had a higher than usual number of last-minute cancellations. With not raising the entry fee [despite the venue 
costs having risen], it meant that the event was only just in profit and with one less car would have been a loss. So can I 
ask in advance that if you're booked & can't make it to let me know soonest so I can maximise filling the places. 

The good news is that next year’s date is already booked – it will be Saturday 24th October 2020, one week later due to 
the fact that what would have been the same date as this year will be a main sprint season event  Please look forward to 
the formal announcement in early 2020 when you will have preference to get your entry in early. The bad news is that the 
entry fee will have to go up, by how much will depend on the venues hire cost which have yet to be determined.  

Vince Orme 

 

  



doc ref : 191100 HRCR Midlands Newsletter final V2 

SNIPPETS 

FORD PARTS CHEVIOT STAGES RALLY : 22 SEPTEMBER 2019 

What was to have been the eighth and final round of the 2019 HRCR Mini Sport Cup series was the Cheviot Stages Rally 
run on 22 September over some 60 miles over the Otterburn Ranges. With the cancellation of the Solway Coast Historic 
Rally, it would now become Round 7. 

De4spite water leaks and having to hold the Mini in gear towards the end of the rally, Clive King and Anton Bird took their 
Austin Mini Cooper S to a Class 7 win and 40th overall. This was quite sufficient for them to become the 2019 Mini Sport 
Cup Champions so congratulations are in order.  

Another King and Bird partnership, Craig and Clare, in another Mini (this time a Morris version) finished second in Class 8 
and finished 48th overall whilst the Austin Mini of Jack Hartley and Gary Dawes took Class 9 and finished in 42nd place.  

Proving themselves to be true clubman and clubwoman, just seven days before the rally, both Anton and Clare Bird were 
carrying out officlal duties on their Owen Motor Club’s Tony Matthews Classic Tour.  

All of the eight Minis that entered were classified as finishers. A longer report can be found on https://www.hrcr.co.uk/hrcr-
mini-sport-cup-cheviot-stages-7th-round-review/ 

 
2019 AUTUMN SUN RUN 

Looking at the latest Entry List provided by Auto Club Eclance on the event’s website (https://www.vintagesunrun.org), 
known HRCR Midlands Members taking part include Paul and Roma Handley in their Volvo 144DL at #4 and Robert 
Robinson and Peter Mellor in the Audi Coupe at #13. One just hopes that the latter are not superstitious.  

Others taking part include a previous entrant in the 2017 Derbyshire Dales Drive, William Cadbury, who has forsaken his 
Riley Pathfinder for a 1970 Austin 1800S. Previous winners Alan and Carl Turner have also entered once again in their 
Autobianchi.  

Other interesting cars include a Mini Van, a Daimler Dart and something described as a 1297cc 1994 Tofaş Serçe. The 
Serce stemmed from the Murat 124 which was the Turkish company’s first model built in 1971 under license from Fiat, the 
same year that the company’s first motorsport team was established. Later versions of the Murat then became known as 
the Tofaş Serçe which was built from 1983 to 1994 so the Paul Johns / Sam Glover example must have been one of the 
last built. 

 
TONY BARRON 

 

 

Tony Barron’s return to full health must have taken a great step 
forward with the return of his Austin 7 complete with new Roach 
coachwork.  

We are told that the colour scheme shown in the photograph is 
unlikely to be the final version, the car being in primer.  

Surely Tony is not intending join some other Austin 7 owners 
in subjecting it to VSCC and other classic trials? 

 

 
 

ANDREW COWAN 

The rallying fraternity has been shocked to learn of the passing of double London to Sydney Marathon winner and former 
Mitsubishi Ralliart team principal Andrew Cowan. 

Andrew retired from the Mitsubishi World Rally Championship team at the end of the 2005 season, having directed the 
Japanese manufacturer's dominance of Group A rallying in the late '90s and helped Tommi Makinen to win four consecutive 
world titles from 1996 to 1999 in Group A examples,  

1998 was his most successful year, being that when Tommi topped the drivers' standings and the Lancer secured 
Mitsubishi its sole makes' crown. Andrew then retired from the Mitsubishi World Rally Championship team at the end of 
the 2005 season. 
 

https://www.hrcr.co.uk/hrcr-mini-sport-cup-cheviot-stages-7th-round-review/
https://www.hrcr.co.uk/hrcr-mini-sport-cup-cheviot-stages-7th-round-review/
https://www.vintagesunrun.org/
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Mitsubishi Team Manager Andrew Cowan flanked by his drivers Tommi Makinen and Kenneth Erikkson 

Besides creating this dominant team within the World Rally Championship, Andrews was also a much more than competent 
driver as well. Coming from a farming family in the Scottish Borders, he took to the fields and occasionally the lanes as he 
learned to drive from a very young age. Motorsport took him to Berwick and District Motor Club where he became close 
friends with fellow member and Duns resident Jim Clark. While Jimmy headed for the circuits, Andrew took to the 
stages.(Note to self - what is it about the Borders that breeds such great drivers, including Louise Aitken-Walker?)  

He won the 1962 and '63 Scottish Rallies in a Sunbeam Rapier and took a Ford Mustang to the top step of the podium in 
the 1964 Tour de France, all demonstrating that he could win not only in a variety of cars but also a wide range of events. 
The latter quality was particularly evident when he won London to Sydney Marathon twice, firstly in a Hillman Hunter during 
1968 and a Mercedes 280E in 1977. Australasia brought him more victories, including five consecutive wins in the Southern 
Cross rallies. As if that was not enough, he won the world’s longest rally, the 32,000km South American Marathon, in 1978, 
finished Kenya’s gruelling Safari Rally in the Top Four on four occasions and was second overall in the Paris - Dakar Rally 
in 1985. 
 

 

The 1968 London to Sydney Marathon produced a somewhat unexpected yet memorable win for Andrew 
Cowan, British Rally Champion Colin Malkin and brother-in-law Brian Coyle in a Hillman Hunter. HRCR 
President Paddy Hopkirk, Tony Nash and Alec Poole were a close second in a British Leyland Land Crab. 

As evidenced by these performances, Andrew had a particular talent for pacing himself to the finish on long-distance rallies, 
melding speed with mechanical sympathy to be able to bring his cars home. He finally retired from driving in 1990. 

In 1983 he had established a British headquarters in Rugby to run Mitsubishi Motors’ sporting activities. Andrew Cowan 
Motorsports then evolved into Mitsubishi Ralliart Europe where he did wonders within the restricted budgets, (perhaps in 
keeping with the stereotypical perception of Scots being frugal), achieving great as he and Tommi Makinen achieved 22 
WRC wins between 1996 and 2001. 

Despite being a great team manager, he was great team player as well. In 1972, Roger Clark might have never had his 
RAC Rally win had Cowan not pulled over to offer him a wheel bearing from his own car to enable Roger’s RS1600 to 
make the podium from the final stage. This demonstrated his generous spirit in a man who was always willing to give others 
the opportunity to further their own career. Indeed, he gave Richard Burns his big break in the WRC, the Briton winning 
the Safari Rally and his home Rally of Great Britain in 1998 during a three-season stay with the team. 
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Andrew has been a guiding light for Tommi Makinen and his present successful management of the Toyota Gazoo Team 
in the World Rally Championship. He paid tribute to his former boss by saying, “I’m very sad to hear that Andrew has 
passed away. Andrew had a massive influence on my career, not only while I was driving for him but also now that I’m 
managing a team myself. He remained a close friend even after our years of working together, and we met just recently at 
his home in Scotland a few days before Wales Rally GB. My thoughts are with his wife, Linda, and the rest of the family.”  

Wins in both of this year’s Drivers and Manufacturers Championships would be a fitting tribute to one of the truly great men 
in rallying and bring some comfort and pride to Andrew’s family and friends in what he offered to motor sport both nationally 
and internationally.  

 
Compiled from own and other sources by David Yorke 

 

MORE ON THE 1968 LONDON TO SYDNEY MARATHON 

For any conspiracy theorists that there might be amongst you concerning the outcome of the first London to Sydney 
Marathon, you may wish to check out the following weblink  

https://www.whichcar.com.au/features/sabotage-at-the-london-to-sydney-marathon 

 

DECEMBER’S NEWSLETTER 

All contributions for next month’s newsletter are very much welcomed, for which copy should be no later than 
Friday 22 November 2019 to yorkesport@btinternet.com  

 

https://www.whichcar.com.au/features/sabotage-at-the-london-to-sydney-marathon
mailto:yorkesport@btinternet.com

