HRCR MIDLANDS NEWSLETTER : JUNE 2018
.

FORTHCOMING HRCR MIDLANDS EVENTS

24 June

2 nd DERBYS, LEICS & RUTLAND AIR AMBULANCE CAR SHOW
This is a charity fundraising event. Although the event is free to enter, donations to the Derbyshire,
Leicestershire & Rutland Air Ambulance will be much appreciated to help keep their lifesaving
service flying.
As for last year, HRCR Midlands has reserved display space for 12 cars which will be chosen on a
first come, first served basis to HRCR Members first and then to other persons. It has been agreed
with the Air Ambulance team that registration should be with David Yorke via
yorkesport@btinternet.com or text 07767 412919 as soon as possible.
Entrants will need to be at Carsington no later than 09:15hrs so that the HRCR gazebo can be
erected and the display arranged.
There should also be an opportunity for you to dispose of your surplus motoring miscellanea and
ephemera and so generate funds for a very worthy cause.
Where and When : Please see further details on the poster above.
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?? July

ANOTHER FIELD DAY / GYMKHANA, TAMWORTH
Dave Leadbetter and Cath Woodman have agreed in principle to organise another afternoon event
at Richard Prosser’s farm so long as their commitments to the HRCR Clubmans Road Rally
Championship do not prevent them from doing so.
Much depends on how / if the rather strange weather conditions have affected agricultural practice
and when the filed might be available.
Watch for further details in future Newsletters

AUGUST

NOTHING PLANNED : ANY IDEAS?

LOCAL’ AND OTHER EVENTS OF POSSIBLE INTEREST
Contributions from motor clubs within the Midlands area are always welcome.
As ever, please confirm details with the relevant event organisers.

Key to HRCR Events
1

HRCR Scenic Tour series

2

HRCR Clubmans Road Rallying Championship

3

HRCR Speed series

4

HRCR Old Stager Historic Stage Rally Championship

5

HRCR Stage Masters Historic Stage Rally Challenge

6

HRCR Premier Rally Championship

HRCR

Date

Event

Contact

2+6

2 June

The Hughes Historic Rally : Kent : OS 188 + 189

www.HughesRally.co.uk

3

2-3 June

Coventry Motorfest Sprint : Coventry Ring Road

BARC Midlands +
speed@HRCR.co.uk

5-8 June

Three Castles Trial : Llandudno

0208 878 2003

Sprint : Epynt, Sennybridge

www.breconmotorclub.co.uk
speed@HRCR.co.uk

3

9+10 June

4

10 June

Abingdon Car-nival Stages Rally : Oxfordshire

www.abingdoncarnival.com

2+6

16 June

East Anglian Classic Rally ; Norfolk + Suffolk OS
144, 155 + 156

www.chelmsfordmc.co.uk

6

16-17 June

GP Memorial Rally

Garstang + Preston MC

Jackson Trophy Rally : Derbyshire + S. Yorkshire
EMAMC Road Rally Championship

Sheffield + Hallamshire MC

17 June

Flying Fortress Stages : Grafton Underwood
EMAMC + ANEMMC Stage Rally Championships

Dukeries MC

1

24 June

Falcon Classic Car Tour : Herts + Beds

www.falconmotorclub.co.uk

1

1 July

Black Mountains Classic Tour : Black Mountains +
Radnorshire

www.breconmotorclub.co.uk

Shelsley Walsh Hill Climb : Worcs : WR6 6RP

www.vscc.co.uk

1

8 July

Aquae Sulis Tour : E Wilts + N Somerset

www.bathmotorclub.com

5

15 July

Brawdy Stages : Haverfordwest

www.pembrokeshiremotorclub.com

2

21 July

Ross Traders HIstoric Rally : Forest of Dean +
Welsh Marches : OS 149, 161 + 162

www.rossmotorsports.co.uk

6

21 – 22 July

Beaver Rally
Also EMAMC/ANEMMC Road Rally Championships

Beverley + District MC

1

22 July

The Nottingham Classic : Nottinghamshire

www.nottinghamclassic.com
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HRCR

Date
22 July

Event

Contact

Twyford Wood Stages : Twyford Wood, Lincs
EMAMC + ANEMMC Stage Rally Championships

Mid Derbyshire MC

Shelsley Walsh Hill Climb : Worcs : WR6 6RP

speed@HRCR.co.uk

3

28 + 29 July

6

28-29 July

Morecambe Rally

Morecambe Car Club

3

4 August

Loton Park Hill Climb: Shropshire

Hagley + Disric MC

1

5 August

Valley + Villages Scenic Tour : N Powys,
Gwynedd, Denbighshire

www.falconmotorclub.co.uk

Solway Coast Historic Rally : Dundrennan,
Kirkcudbrightshire

www.solwaycarclub.co.uk

4
2+6

12 August

St Wilfrids Historic Rally : N Yorks : OS 99 + 100

www.rmsc.co.uk/st-wilfrids-rally

1

19 August

Welland Valley Wander : Leics, Rutland, Northants.

www.wellandvalleywander.co.uk

4

31 August –
1 September

Tour of Flanders : Belgium (2 rounds of Old Stager
Championship)

www.omloopvanvlaanderen.be

2+6

1 September

Vale fo Clwyd Classic : N Wales OS 116 + 117

www.cvmc.org.uk/ClwydClassic.html

1

2 September

The 8th Regis ‘TAP; : W Sussex, Surrey, Hants

www.bognor-regis-mc.co.uk

3

29 September

Curborough Sprint : Lichfield

BARC Midlands

REPORTS
Reports and articles with historic rallying interest are very much welcomed. The views expressed are not necessarily
those of either the Region’s Management Team or the HRCR Committee. All rights are reserved by the respective
contributors and their particular permission is required for reproduction of any material in this Newsletter.

HERO SUMMER TRIAL : 11 -13 MAY 2018
This year’s Summer Trial was based at Steve Perez’ Casa hotel in Chesterfield and covered 400 miles of the Dark
and White Peak Districts over three days. In deference to Steve’s support, all of the tests were named after one of the
Global Brands’ alcoholic drinks. The Clerk of the Course was same Dan Pidgeon who once managed the inaugural
year of the HRCR’s Premier rally series.
The first car started Friday’s Prologue at 1430hrs and returned to the hotel at around 1830hrs in time for a buffet
dinner. Some HRCR Midlands members joined those of Matlock Motor Club to marshal two special tests using
driveways within the Perez estate. HRCR duties were to man the Finish Controls for the tests that used the route both
ways round. On the first of the day, so far as could be seen, things passed without incident though a Mk1 Triumph
2000 did its best to collect the time-keeper and a van tried to make a delivery to Dansport, the firm that looks after
Steve’s rally fleet, amongst others. The package was signed for and delivered later.
Day 1 was effectively a half-day, starting and finishing with tests at Walton and having three regularly sections named
Ogston, The Mountain and Y Not. After its 72 miles, the leading crews were as follows.
1

#80

Tony Sheach / Rachel Wakefield

VW Golf GTi MKII

0.12 secs

2

#51

Daniel Gresly / Elise White

Porsche 911 2.2 (A+D)

0.13 secs

3

#37

Tim Lawrence / Adam Tibbs

MGBGT

0.14 secs

Saturday saw a full day of competition over 191 miles that began at 0830hrs and had no less than six regularities
(named On the Edge, Goyt Valley, Windgather Rocks, Eyam Moor, Tree Tops, and Going Underground) and four
tests at Walton Lodge.
This time, Messrs Fowkes and Yorke were allocated a concealed timing point in the morning at a T junction on a
regularity section south of Castleton and west of Bradwell that took in Dirklow Rake. The approach was round a sharp
bend so crews suddenly came across it. At one time, three cars came in at the same time so matter became a little
hectic. Such siting may not have been ideal in the circumstances.
The rest of the day was free so the opportunity was taken to see the cars in the Morridge area of the Staffordshire
Moorlands before returning to Walton as spectators for yet another run through Mr Perez’s garden. This time, a herd
of Belted Galloway cattle wander across the course, fortunately cause a noticeable delay to a white TR4. The scene
somewhat reminded one of African beasts heading for a waterhole during a historic Safari rally for which Steve Perez
has used a Datsun 240Z.
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It’s not too often rallying deliberately comes right through one’s front garden!
At the end of the day, the leading crews changed and repositioned themselves as shown below.
1

#51

Daniel Gresly / Elise White

Porsche 911 2.2 (A+D)

0.20 secs

2

#80

Tony Sheach / Rachel Wakefield

VW Golf GTI MkII

0.51 secs

3

#21

Paul Bloxidge / Ian Canavan

Porsche 911

0.51 secs

HRCR members’ services were then required uncomfortably early on the Sunday morning in South Yorkshire near
Ingbirchworth Reservoir. Again, this was another timing point hidden over a blind brow where at least one car left skid
marks. The marshals’ car was parked as instructed across a field gateway. Which was all very well until farm staff
wished to go into the field to recover a dead sheep whilst the control was live. Fortunately, this unforeseen activity
requiring the moving of the car did not seem to present any problems. However, cyclists did according to the
competitors, perhaps something to be expected when a stretch of a national cycle way is used on a sunny Sunday
morning near a city.
Duties done and the closing car having departed, a return was made to Chesterfield via the Oil Can Café in Holmfirth
(relocated and closed, Holme Moss, the Woodhead Pass and the M1.
The four regularities were named Sheffield Country Regularity, Wigtwizzle, Last Of The Summer Wine, (what this
says about the age of its two marshals is open to debate other than perhaps the reason why they were chosen for
this the most northerly one) and Robin Hood. The two tests were again at Walton Lodge.

An Aston Martin weaving between cones rather than pedigree cattle.
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The final results again showed some changes, being:
1

#51

Daniel Gresly / Elise White

Porsche 911 2.2 (A+D)

0.58 secs

2

#80

Tony Sheach / Rachel Wakefield

VW Golf GTI MkII

1m 03 s

3

#73

Nigel Perkins / Pete Johnson

Porsche 911

1m 21 s

The event was seemingly ambitious in its needs for marshals so allocation of marshalling points close to persons’
homes would have been appreciated. It did seem silly to send someone who lives very close to the southernmost
point of the route to one of its most northerly, especially when fuel, accommodation and time resource implications
are taken into consideration. Maybe this shows that marshals are hard to come by in South Yorkshire. Since next
year’s Summer Trial also to be Chesterfield-based, hopefully this can be addressed.
Andy Fowkes and David Yorke

DERBYSHIRE DALES DRIVE : 3 JUNE 2018
The very close proximity of the dates of this year’s Derbyshire Dale Drive and the publication of this June Newsletter
has prevented a full report being included. So please be content with some photos of the event and look forward to a
report in the July issue.

David and Hilary Westaway’s Austin Healey 100M with the Cat and Fiddle pub behind it

Chris and Pat Glasbey’s TR3A climbs the Winnats Pass
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TOUR AND SHOW MISCELLANY
By Vince Orme
DRIVE IT DAY : 22 APRIL 2018

Carlton and District Motor Club's first classic event of the year was its “Drive It Day” organised by Andy Smedley and
Bryan Hodges.
Starting from Bradmore Garden Centre, a good range of cars assembled for excellent bacon butties and coffee. As
usual, there was an excellent selection of roads and Half-way was at the Wistow Rural Centre which had a good
mixture of interests [See their website for more information].
After a nice break and some retail therapy for those who wanted it, it was back on the road for the second half of the
route, again with great roads to the Finish ‘The Unicorn’ pub at Langar. Here there was the option of a good carvery
and, with the staff serving it on massive plates, it felt only right to fill them! Although I didn't get to eat every morsel, I
can certainly say I had value for money..

ST GILES CHURCH CLASSIC CAR SHOW, CRAFT AND PLANT FAIR : 12 MAY 2018

As I was at home for the weekend, I wanted to take the car for a test prior to its next classic run. So I decided to
support a local event which is also promoted by Robert and Katharine Stewart at Sandiacre.
Being only a local event, I expected about a half-dozen cars, but no, there were over 30!
There was a small selection of craft, plant and other stalls. The refreshments and cake stall did record sales, a lot
being sold out in the first half hour. All in all, it made for a pleasant afternoon.
.
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BARLBOROUGH RUN : 13 MAY 2018
My second classic run of the year was the Barlborough Run organised by Crooked Spire Tours bi-annually and which
started from the private school at Barlborough Hall near Chesterfield .
After tucking in to a Full English with extras laid on by the school staff, it was on to the Drivers’ Briefing.
One of the advantages of the start location was that the route went straight onto great country lanes. As usual the
whole route suits classic cars, going through Warsop, passing the Wellow maypole and then the villages of Eakring
and Norwell.
This year, instead of an organised single stop, there was the choice of several. It being a warm sunny spring day, we,
together with many others, opted for a picnic by the River Trent.
By now, we had covered approximately two-thirds of the route so the rest was a pleasant saunter back through
several picturesque villages and back for tea and scones at the school, after which it was time to go home.

MABLETHORPE CLASSIC CAR SHOW & FAMILY FUN DAY : 20 MAY 2018

This year was the third running of Mablethorpe Motor Club's classic car show and family fun day.
I didn't get to the first one but last year’s was excellent. It was great to find that this year was even better. There were
more cars, a better selection, a range of stalls and kids’ entertainment …. and all for free … although the optional
obligatory raffles cost!
If it is on next year, I suggest that you put the date in your diary and make it a weekend at the coast.

20TH NOTTINGHAM CLASSIC SCENIC TOUR : 22 JULY 2018
Vince Orme reports that, at the end of May, he was pleased to advise that the event is well over half full. So he
advises that you do not leave it too long to get your entry in.
Since the flyer details was done, some extra improvements have been made and everything is in place for a super
day out .
The route has long since been ably completed by Mick Hollis and this being its special 20 th anniversary, the event
has reverted to its roots and the whole route is in Nottinghamshire. He does not want to spoil the day by giving too
much away but the roads are superb and views great. The total mileage is 95 miles and only an unavoidable and very
small section is narrow and A-road travel has been minimised.
The entry fee now includes a unique train ride! A flypast by a Spitfire at the Finish has been promised, for which the
actual time will be advised with Final Instructions.
Vince now urges you to be part of a full entry for the special day.
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SNIPPETS
KRIS MEEKE DROPPED BY CITROËN FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE 2018 WRC
Kris Meeke and co-driver Paul Nagle will not start neither Rally Italia Sardegna (7 - 10 June) nor any of the remaining
WRC rounds due to ‘an excessively high number of crashes’, the French manufacturer announced late in the
afternoon of 24 May.
Team principal Pierre Budar said the decision to axe Meeke was based on safety considerations. “This wasn’t an
easy decision to make because it effects a driver and a co-driver, but it is largely founded on safety issues which
come under my preoccupations as team principal. We have consequently chosen to make this decision as a
preventive measure.”
A further statement from Citroën Racing said that “Due to an excessively high number of crashes, some of which
the risks involved were unjustified by the sporting stakes at play, Citroën Racing WRT has decided to terminate the
participation of Kris Meeke and Paul Nagle in the 2018 WRC.”
As Mandy Rice-Davies once famously said, ‘They would say that, wouldn’t they?’. But it must be said that, on seeing
the damage to the car, it was an absolute miracle that both escaped seemingly relatively unscathed.
Acknowledging that time is no longer on his side, possibly the pressure to perform was getting to Kris, especially
when Seb Loeb did so well in a similar C3 after a long lay-off. Might he be akin to Ari Vatanen, of whom his Team
Principal David Sutton once said that it he would gain a podium or a new bodyshell would be required. And one must
remember that his mentor was Colin McRae who was certainly no stranger to crashes.
Craig Breen and Mads Østberg will drive C3 cars in Italy and Citroën said it would shortly confirm the team’s line-up
for the remainder of the season. Might Loeb be tempted into making more outings during the year if they can be
dovetailed within his commitments to Peugeot?

GUY SMITH STOPS RACING FOR BENTLEY

Guy Smith appearance in in the #7 with Bentley Continental GT3 for the Blancpain GT Series Endurance Cup race at
Silverstone over the weekend of 19 and 20 May was reported to be his last for Bentley Team M-Sport, ending a 17year association with the brand as a factory driver which featured a Le Mans win in 2003. He will continue to be an
ambassador for the brand, work with Bentley supporting customer teams, and take on a role as a Bentley Motorsport
test and development driver.
“This was not an easy decision to make, but the time is right for me to step back and allow some younger talent in to
my Bentley seat,” Smith said. “At the end of last year, I decided that I wanted to see the new second-generation
Continental GT3 through its first race after being part of its development from the start – and we achieved that at
Monza a few weeks ago. It feels right that my final race with the team should be at Silverstone, which has been one
of the most important circuits of my career. He also acknowledged that “it’ll be an emotional race for me, but I’m
hoping to be with the team at the other endurance races this year and I’m looking forward to focusing on my business
projects and supporting our customer teams. I’d like to thank everyone at the outstanding operation that is Bentley
Team M-Sport for all the hard work and results we’ve achieved together in GT3 over the last five years.”
Bentley’s Director of Motorsport, Brian Gush, added: “I’ve been working with Guy for almost 20 years, and he’s
always been the epitome of the professional racer. While we’ll all be sorry to see him step back from Bentley Team
M-Sport, I’m delighted that he stays a member of the Bentley Motorsport family and that he’s taken this decision at
the time that feels right for him (and) look forward to working with Guy in the future’.
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Unfortunately, the race did not go particularly well for Bentley #7, the Smith, Steven Kane and Jules Gougnon crew
finishing in 21st place. However, it was good for Aston Martin which took its first series win for five years with the
pole-sitting V12 Vantage GT3 driven by Matthieu Vaxiviere, Jake Dennis and Niki Thiim. However, the result was
provisional since the car was racing under appeal after exclusion for qualifying when its data-logger contained no
information.
From now on, the vacant seat in the #7 Bentley will be taken by South African driver Jordan Pepper for the remainder
of the season, Gush declaring that ‘his seat is thoroughly deserved and we are confident he will race well with his
new car #7 team-mates Steven Kane and Jules Gounon’.
Maybe Guy Smith will now have time for more historic stage rallying besides entering the British GT series, most
probably in a Bentley.

MSA SEEKS SPECIALIST COMMITTEE APPLICATIONS
The Motor Sports Association (MSA) is seeking applications from individuals to join several of the rulemaking Specialist Committees representing the various types of UK motorsport. The Specialist
Committees meet two or three times a year, normally at Motor Sports House, to discuss new regulations
and other issues. They recommend regulation changes to the Motor Sports Council, which then approves
them for ratification by the MSA Board.
The following Specialist Committees have vacancies available for next year:
• Autocross & Rallycross Sub-Committee
• Autotest Committee
• Cross Country Committee
• Historic Committee
• Judicial Committee
• Medical Committee
• Safety Committee
• Race Committee
• Rallies Committee
• Trials Committee
Membership of a Specialist Committee is entirely voluntary, although expenses are paid to cover travel to
meetings at Motor Sports House. Each appointment is normally for three years.
Nominations are invited to be sent to Dave Salmon (dave.salmon@vscc.co.uk) by Tuesday 12 June for
approval by Committee the following week.

JULY’S NEWSLETTER
All contributions for next month’s newsletter are very much welcomed, for which copy should be
no later than Friday 29 June 2018 to yorkesport@btinternet.com
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