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   HRCR MIDLANDS NEWSLETTER : MAY 2017 
 

FORTHCOMING HRCR MIDLANDS EVENTS 

 

Whilst the Swift Gallery has been dedicated to motor racing rather than rallying, 
its new Open Photographic exhibition is still worth a visit by those interested in 

historic Motorsport.  
 

May 2 CLASSIC CAR EVENING : MOORWOOD MOOR, NEAR ALFRETON 

The inn’s website says that this is ‘a very popular night with completely free admission and a BBQ. 
Come and enjoy our real ales whilst admiring the many classic cars that attend’.  

HRCR Midlands has visited this popular ‘bonnets up’ meeting once before, now held on the first 
Tuesday of each month so it has been decided to return.  

Where and time : White Hart Inn, Moorwood Moor,, Alfreton, Derbyshire DE55 7NU. Given the 
meeting’s previous popularity, it is suggested that you arrive no later than 6:30pm since off-road 
parking is now reduced owing to extensions to the buildings. 

See http://www.thewhitehartmoorwoodmoor.co.uk/936-2/ for further details. 

 

May 25 VISIT TO THE SWIFT GALLERY, FENTON, STOKE-ON-TRENT 

This gallery is devoted to motor sport photography and is reopening for its 2017 season with an 
Open Photography exhibition featuring amateur and professional photographers from around the 
world. Gallery owners Andrew Swift comments as follows; 

At the end of last year we invited submissions from any of our guests who wished to exhibit 
some of their own work in the gallery this season. At the time we wondered if there would be 
enough interest to make an exhibition possible, but in the end we received far more 
submissions than expected and were forced to make some difficult choices over what to include 
and what to leave out. 

We have ended up with a wide variety of work covering a wide range of racing subjects, from 
portraits and paddock scenes to contemporary and historic racing. The result is certainly quite 
unlike any of our previous exhibitions, with no particular central theme linking the pieces, except 
for the obvious enthusiasm for all forms of motor sport from so many of our gallery friends. 

There are also some new items to see in the Main and perhaps a special appearance or two! 

Whilst admission is £5, it will include some refreshments and it will be essential to book your places 
beforehand via http://www.swiftgallery.co.uk/2017-opening.html 
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Where and time : The Swift Gallery, Monarch Works, Elswick Road, Fenton, Stoke on Trent ST4 
2SH. Coordinates  N 53° 00.5861'   W 2°09.7551'. Drinks will be served from 5:00pm and the 
evening should to draw to a close at around 9:00pm. 

If you are unable to come on this evening but would wish to visit, from May 26th until October 27th 
2016, the gallery is open every Thursday from 2:00pm - 6:00pm. It is also open on the following 
dates from 11;00am to 4:30pm 
  Saturday 2nd July  
  Saturday 6th + Sunday 7th August  
  Saturday 3rd + Sunday 4th September  
  Saturday 1

st
  + Sunday 2nd October  

 

June 4 DERBYSHIRE DALES DRIVE : Both entry and reserve list now full  

This will be the fifth running of our own round of the HRCR Scenic Tour Series which continues to 
be developed from the experience and entrant feedback gained from previous events. 

All 60 entries have now been taken and the five places on the reserve have also been earmarked. 
Consequently no more entries can be accepted.     

Where and time : Abbotsholme School, Rocester for both the Start and Finish with a  picnic lunch 
at another location. The first car is likely to depart at 1001hrs. 

 
June 25 CLASSIC AND HERITAGE VEHICLE SHOW, CARSINGTON WATER 

Even before the dreadful incident during the recent BTCC Donington race meeting, this fund raising 
event was already being organised by the Derbyshire & Leicestershire Air Ambulance Service. Its 
organisers would be delighted have support from HRCR Midlands either by taking cars for display 
or just attending. Whilst there is no charge for either type of involvement, it is hoped that total sum 
of the donations will be significant.  

A preliminary reservation has been made for the HRCR gazebo and space for displaying six to 
eight cars. All that is now needed is Member support, especially as the service played such a vital 
role at that fateful Donington meeting. 

Those who wish to help in whatever capacity are asked to contact David Yorke as soon as possible 
on 07767 412919 or via yorkesport@btinternet.com 

Where and time : Carsington Water, Derbyshire from 10:00am to 4:00pm. 
 

July 11 1000 MILE TRIAL : ASHBOURNE 

The trial coming to the Darley Moor Raceway near Ashbourne once again and we have been 
invited to join Matlock Motor Club’s marshalling team once. Further details have not yet been 
released but will be made know as soon as they are available. 

Where and time : Darley Moor Raceway. Ashbourne : times as yet unknown. 

 

July 16 FIELD DAY AND GYMKHANA : NEAR TAMWORTH 

Following the success of last year’s inaugural event, for which the overall winner received the Andy 
Gibson Trophy, there will indeed be a return to the Prosser farm on 16 July and Dave Leadbetter 
and Cath Woodman will be taking the lead for the competition side of things once again.  

As ever, volunteers are wanted to assist in the organisation. One development could be the 
provision of a barbecue if someone is prepared to organise it.  

 Where and time : Waste Farm, Hurley, Atherstone, CV9 2LR, easily located just off J10 on the 
M42. Signing On and Scrutineering probably at 1:00pm. 

 
August SUMMER ACTIVITIES 

Being the holiday period, nothing formal has been planned as yet.  However, if Members know of 
events that might be of interest, please let one of the Management Team know. 

 

Thanks must go to Tony and Iris Barron for sending out the interim Newsletter 
before the beginning of May so that Members could be reminded of the 2 May 
event and given early notice of the two new events in May and June.   
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‘LOCAL’ AND OTHER EVENTS OF POSSIBLE INTEREST 

As ever, please confirm details with the relevant event organisers 
 

Key to HRCR Events 

1 HRCR Scenic Tour Series  

2 HRCR Hagerty Insurance Clubmans Road Rally Championship  

3 HRCR Augment Automotive Speed Series Hill Climb + Sprint 
Championship 

 

4 HRCR Old Stager Asphalt Historic Rally Championship  

5 HRCR Stage Masters Historic Stage Rally Challenge  

6 HRCR Premier Rally Championship (road rallies)  

HRCR Date Event Contact 

 1 May Gawsworth Classic Car Show (from HRCRNW) rupertrichards@hotmail.com 

 
1 6 May 

The Bluebell Run : Herefordshire, Gloucestershire + 
Welsh Borders 
HRCR Scenic Tours Series 

www.rossmotorsports.co.uk 

 

 
6/7 May 

Midland Hillclimb Championship : Shelsley Walsh, near 

Worcester 
01886 812211 

 9-11 May H&H Classics Auction : Donington Park Circuit  01925 210035 

3 
13 May 

Llandow 1.45km Sprint : Llandow Circuit, Cardiff 
HRCR Speed Series 

www.bristolpegasus.com 

2/6 
 

Silver Jubilee Leukaemia Historic Rally : Gwent 
HRCR Clubmans Road Rally Round 4 + Premier Rally 
Championships 

leukaemiahistoricrally@wordpes
s.com 

  Silverstone Auctions Sale : The Wing, Silverstone 
Circuit  

0207 287 9610 

 13 May 
Plains Rally : Mid Wales 
BTRDA Rally Series + MSA Welsh Rally Champ.  

 

3 14 May 
Llys-Y-Fran 1.022km Hillclimb : Haverfordwest 
HRCR Speed Series 

www.swanmoco.co.uk 

  Breakfast Club: Shelsley Walsh, near Worcester 01886 812211 

  
John Overend Memorial Stages Rally : Melbourne www.northhumbersidemotorclub.

co.uk 

  Metric Services Easilarity Rally www.loughboroughcarclub.co.uk 

 
16 May 

Alternative Tour of Cheshire : Gawsworth Hall to 
Wrenbury 

HRCR North West 
hunt07@btinternet.com 

 19/21 May Summer Trial : Stratford on Avon www.heroevents.eu 

6 20/21 May 
Altraetc 061 Rally : Derbyshire + Staffs 
HRCR Premier Rally Championship 

Stockport 061 MC 

5 20/21 May 
TSH Stages : asphalt : RRH Portreath, Redruth  
HRCR Stage Masters Historic Stage Rally Challenge 
Round 3 

www.shmc.co.uk 

1 21 May Hills and Valleys Scenic Tour : Shrops + Powys www.kidderminstercarclub.co.uk 

  Lindholme Motor Club Classic Tour Lindholme MC 

 27/28 May 
FIA World Rallycross Championship : Lydden Hill 
Circuit  

01304 830557 

 
5 3 June 

Severn Valley Stages : gravel : Llandovery 
HRCR Stage Masters Historic Stage Rally Challenge 
Round 4 

 

www.severnvalleystages.co.uk 
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2/6 3 June 
Hughes Historic Rally : Kent 
HRCR Clubmans Road Rally Round 5 + Premier Rally 
Championships 

www.hughesrally.co.uk 

 

3 10/11 June 
Epynt 1.64km Hillclimb 
HRCR Speed Series 

www.breconmotorclub.co.uk  

 
14 June 

Staffordshire Lanes and Villages Midweek Run : 
Trentham to Rocester 

HRCR North West 
philbateman@hotmail.com 

 
17 June 

Jackson Trophy Rally : Derbys + South Yorks  www.sheffieldandhallamshiremc.
co.uk 

6 17/18 June 
GP Memorial Rally : Lancashire 
HRCR Premier Rally Championship 

Preston + Garstang MC 

 18 June Classic Car Show, Trentham Gardens, S-o-T  

2 18 June 
East Anglian Classic : Essex + Suffolk 
HRCR Clubmans Road Rally Championship R’nd 6 

www.chelmsfordmc.co.uk 

 

  5
th
 Falcon Classic Tour :  www.falconmotorclub.com 

  Flying Fortress Stages : Grafton Underwood www.dukeries-motorclub.co.uk 

1 25 June 
Black Mountains Classic Tour : Black Mountains and 

Powys 
HRCR Scenic Tour series 

www.breconmotorclub.co.uk 

2 2 July 
White Rose Classic Rally : Yorks Moors and Wolds : 

maps 94,100 + 101 
HRCR Clubmans Road Rally Champ’ship Round 7 

www.maltonmotorclub.co.uk 

 

4  
Midsummer Caerwent Rally : Monmouthshire 
HRCR Old Stager Asphalt Rally Champ Round 3  

www.hrcr.co.uk 

  Cars in the Park show : Lichfield  

1 9 July 
Aqua Sulis Tour : Somerset 
HRCR Scenic Tour series 

www.bathmotorclub.com 

5  
Brawdy Stages : Haverfordwest 
HRCR Stage Masters Hist Rally Challenge Round 5 

www.permbrokeshiremotorclub.c
om 

3 15/16 July 
Shelsley Walsh Hill Climb 1.64km : Worcs 
HRCR Speed Series 

www.shelsley-walsh.co.uk 

2 
22 July 

Ross Traders Historic  Rally : Welsh Marches : maps 
149, 161 + 162 

HRCR Clubmans Road Rally Champ’ship Round 8 

www.rossmotorsports.co.uk 

  

6 22/23 July 
Beaver Rally :  
HRCR Premier Rally Championship : road + nav 

Beverley + District MC 

6 22/23 July 
Morecambe Rally :  
HRCR Premier Rally Championship : road + nav 

Morecambe CC 

1 23 July 
The Lavender Run : Warks, Worcs + Glos 
HRCR Scenic Tour series 

www.rdcc.org.uk 

1 30 July 
The Nottingham Classic : N. Notts + Mid-Derbys 
HRCR Scenic Tour series 

www.nottinghamclasic.com 

 
HRCR SCENIC TOURS 

This year, for regular entrants to the HRCR Scenic Tour series, there is the added opportunity to receive an award 
dependent upon the number of events completed.  

The scheme is open to all current members of the Historic Rally Car Register and both drivers and navigators will be 
eligible, registering either jointly or individually. Duplicate awards will be issued in the case of joint registrations.  

Signatures verifying your entries are to be obtained on the day from the Clerk of the Course / Secretary of the event 
or the HRCR Scenic Tours Secretary. Completed registration cards are to be submitted at the end of the series.  

It is not too late to register – if you are interested contact me on 01480 496072/07989 890470 or email: 
kerrisonroger@gmail.com.  

Roger Kerrison, HRCR Scenic Tours Secretary  
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MSA ACHIEVES CLOSED-ROAD MOTORSPORT FOR MAINLAND 

BRITAIN 

In one of the biggest developments in the history of UK motorsport, the Motor Sports Association’s long campaign to 
bring closed road events to mainland Britain has been successful, with the enabling legislation commencing on 
Monday (10 April).  

Since 2010 the MSA has called for a change in the law to allow local authorities to suspend the Road Traffic Act for 
authorised motorsport events, without requiring individual Acts of Parliament. Independent research commissioned by 
the MSA and conducted by the Sport Research Institute at Sheffield Hallam University showed that local communities 
across Britain could generate up to £40m of additional revenue by closing roads to host a limited number of 
motorsport events.  

Primary legislation providing the framework for closed-road motorsport was passed in the 2015 Deregulation Act. The 
MSA has since worked closely with the Department for Transport (DfT) on the secondary legislation required to make 
this framework available to event organisers. This comprises an impact assessment with the commencement order.  

The commencement order names the MSA and its sister governing body for two-wheel UK motorsport, the Auto-
Cycle Union (ACU), as the two authorising bodies for closed-road motorsport events from 10 April onward.  

Rob Jones, MSA Chief Executive, said: “This is a seismic shift for UK motorsport, and one that the MSA and the 
wider motorsport community have pursued determinedly for many years. We can now take motorsport to the people, 
and in turn those local hosting communities have the opportunity to benefit from the economic boost that these 
events may provide.  

“Many people have contributed to this long campaign and we must first give special mention to my predecessor as 
MSA Chief Executive, Colin Hilton, for starting down this road seven years ago. Thanks also to our former Director of 
Communications, Ben Taylor, for his relentless lobbying, and to our Rallies Executive, Ian Davis, for his invaluable 
contribution to the required legislation. We owe a further debt of gratitude to Ken Clarke MP and Ben Wallace MP 
and for their tireless support in Westminster.”  

Andrew Jones MP, Transport Minister, said: “Britain is a world leader in the motorsport industry and this will further 
cement our position. There are already races of this kind in some areas of the British Isles which are incredibly 
popular, attracting thousands of spectators. New road races will boost local economies through increased tourism 
and hospitality, and offer community opportunities such as volunteering.”  

Among those welcoming the news was the all-electric FIA Formula E Championship, which stages events in capital 
cities across the globe. It said: “The FIA Formula E Championship warmly welcomes the news that the UK’s Road 
Traffic Act has been amended, permitting the closure of roads and allowing for the possibility of regulated motor 
racing on closed highways.  

“We recognise the key role that the MSA, and its Chief Executive Rob Jones, have played in making this happen. 
This move considerably helps the prospect of the London ePrix returning to the streets of the British capital.”  

Nigel Mansell CBE, 1992 F1 world champion, was equally enthusiastic. He said: “I have seen first-hand the very 
significant impact of motor sport on the economy of the Isle of Man and Jersey, so this is a great move forward for the 
sport and will bring visitors and pride to parts of the country that wish to stage such events. I am delighted that this 
government is embracing motorsport, which will assist the UK’s world-leading position and improve the sport’s ability 
to help provide opportunities and focus for young people.”  

Meanwhile Tendring District Council (TDC) has been in discussions about the possibility of bringing an event to the 
District. Tanya Ferguson, TDC’s Cabinet Member for Tourism and Culture, said: “There is no doubt at all that hosting 
such an exciting event would be a massive draw and bring people into our area to boost the economy. Our talks are 
at a very early stage but we are very interested in the prospect and hope that the idea can be developed with 
Tendring.”  

“This is a seismic shift for UK motorsport, and one that the MSA and the wider motorsport community have pursued 
determinedly for many years” 

 
 

 
(It just now remains to be seen how closed roads rallying and its associated environmental footprint is 
regarded amongst bids for hill climbs, sprints and racing on street circuits.  –  Editor) 
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REPORTS 

Reports and articles with historic rallying interest are very much welcomed. The views expressed are not necessarily 
those of either the Region’s Management Team or the HRCR Committee. All rights are reserved by the respective 
contributors and their particular permission is required for reproduction of any material in this Newsletter. 

 
THE 2017 BRITISH HISTORIC RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP SO FAR  

By Bob Duck 

 

James Potter and Bob Duck tackle SS5 Big Ray on Rally North Wales 

After a brief sortie to Belgium for the Tour of Flanders last year where we retired with no clutch three stages from the 
end  while being the leading UK crew; we (lames Potter and myself) have again decided to do the BHRC this year 
and mostly the same events as previous years. The difference is that, after all the fuss over seeding and then forestry 
rates, there are much fewer entries this year. The first round, the Red Kite based in Llandovery, ran with fewer than 
the minimum number of starters and then Rally North Wales was 30 down from last year. Both are good events, but 
you’d have to be worried if you were an organiser… 

So on to the Red Kite. Our last gravel event was the Severn Valley last June, so being back in the service area felt 
good, especially since, with the sun shining and clear blue skies, it promised to be a good day’s sport on the Sunday. 
However, low cloud and rain greeted us on Sunday morning! Oh dear.  

From Llandovery we drove a few miles up the road to the first stage called ‘Halfway’. This is really twisty and 
enjoyable to call the notes as the corners come fast and furious.  Twelfth fastest time was our opening stage for the 
year, not bad, but not brilliant.  

The next two stages were also on Epynt, being ‘Crychan’ (a typical twisty Welsh forest stage) and ‘Route 60’, 
reached after a short drive over the military roads, often used for tarmac events. This used to be a Wales Rally GB 
stage from a couple of years ago. Gronholm and Mikkelsen both spectacularly rolled here on a tarmac stretch. This 
led to complaints about mixed surface stages from WRC crews and a new road was carved through the open land 
alongside the road to enable the stage to run in later years. This bit is quite narrow, and twisty, not really a forest 
road, more of a track. This year, we dropped off the end of the new track onto the tarmac again (!) for a short sprint 
over a couple of jumps until we were back on the gravel. The stage finishes with some wide and very fast undulating 
roads across open land, where commitment to the notes pays dividends. The poor weather led to visibility problems 
on the long stretches. But it was just about OK not to slow us down. 

A short run back along the A44 led to service back in Llandovery and a change of rear tyres. Other than fuel, that is 
the most that we ever do to the car at service. We were in equal ninth place with Terry Brown, a local expert, who’d 
had a troubled morning. 

After a quick lunch, it was back in the car for a different stage, Caio to the west of Llandovery and at 10 miles was the 
longest of the day. This is a compact stage with fast as well as twisty sections. Two seconds faster than Terry was a 
good result, but it was now back to service for more fuel. 

Another run over two of the morning’s three Epynt stages was all that was left. A quick look at the times showed that 
Terry had recovered from his morning’s problems to cover the two Stages 8 and 7 seconds quicker than us. But at 
the finish we were in ninth place out of twenty-one finishers, there being seven retirements. In the Modern event there 
were nineteen finishers and four retirements. Out of interest, historic winner Nick Elliot would have finished in fourth 
place in the Modern event. 
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So it was then on to Rally North Wales, based at the cattle market in Dolgellau. Eighty-eight cars crossed the start 
line, of which thirty-seven were Historic. Last year we got to Stage 2 before the diff clanked ‘enough’ and we spent 
the rest of the day waiting for recovery. A number of R5 cars were the highlights as competitors used this as a 
practice for the first round of the BRC. 

The first stage was the longest of the event, where being quick out of the box would pay dividends. At eleven miles 
this was a challenge and terrible weather made the roads treacherous. James said that I probably didn’t need to call 
any of the corners as ‘slippery’ (which is in the Patterson’s notes). It was worth however calling where there were 
deep puddles, of which there were a few! 

A short five-mile stage at ‘Big Ray’ was followed by seven miles in Dyfi (Dovey to the HRCR members). At the Half-
way back in a still soaking Dolgellau, we were in 13th place in the Historics.  

Then it was back to the same three stages again, though Gartheiniog and Dyfi were both slightly changed and only 
eight miles each this time. By this time we’d moved to finish 11th and surprisingly third in class. 

And so the Finish in Gwyndaf Evans’ garage to find that we’d been picked for post-event scrutineering. There was 
now half an hour of waiting in a local garage while the car was checked and declared legal, a small price to pay for 
some championship points. 

Our next event is the Pirelli, based in Carlisle. 

 
RALLY NORTH WALES : 1 APRIL 2017 

 

 

The Fred Camp / Roger Gillard Peugeot 205 on its first run through SS2 Big Ray   
 
Rally North Wales was both the second round of the Mintex MSA British Historic Rally Championship as well as the 
HRCR’s 2017 West Wales Rally Spares Stage Masters Challenge. Consequently it would have the possibility of the 
best entry of Historic rally cars seen since the previous year’s Mid Wales Stages Rally. 

Remembering the spectator access problems of previous Wales Rallies Great Britain in the Dyfi forest complex, it 
was an early start for the four of us so as to guarantee being in Aberangell when the car parking opened at 08:00hrs. 
However, extremely good progress was made and we were able to breakfast at the Wynnstay Arms in Machynlleth 
and still be able to park close to the Big Ray stage that was being run twice at 10:00 and 13:30hrs. Given the status 
of the event, the small numbers of spectators and marshals were quite unexpected. 

The recent MSA seeding requirements based on car and crew performance rather than age of vehicle gave an inkling 
of how well the Historics were likely to perform against Modern cars, no less than seven such being seeded within the 
Top 20 at Nos 7,8,11,12,17,18 and 19 - and all of them Escorts.  The crews registered for the HRCR series were as 
follows, only those shown asterisked (*) being mentioned as HRCR Members in the Seeding List, for whatever 
reason.  

#12 Rudy Lancaster  Guy Weaver  Ford Escort RS1800 
#17 Stanley Orr  Stephen Mcauley  Ford Escort 1975cc  
#19 Ben Friend  Cliffy Simmonds  Ford Escort MKII    (not seen on Big Ray) 
#41  Ian Barnes*   Rob Gilham*   Ford RS2000 MkII  
#51  Andrew Stokes*   Adrian McNally   Hillman Avenger 1600cc 
#64  Rikki Proffitt*   Graham Wild   Datsun 240Z 
#73  Stuart Anderson*   Dan NierodaI  Vauxhall Chevette Gp4 ex works 
#75  Fred Camp  Roger Gillard   Peugeot 205 
#94  Mike Simpson   Dale Gibbons   Ford RS2000 Mk1 
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WRC contender Osian Pryce was the first away in a Ford Fiesta R5, and he went on the play a role similar to that of 
Roger Clark in the 1970s in the Esso Blue / Old Gold Escorts by becoming the benchmark for the other contenders 
and setting FTDs on all of the six stages.  

 

Nick Elliott and Dave Price in the best placed Historic attacking SS2 

At the front of the Historic field, a fine ‘Battle of the Escorts’ raged between #7 Jason Tauber Pritchard and #8 Nick 
Elliott, the latter eventually emerging as the winner and certainly the more spectacular of the two. Rudi Lancaster and 
Guy Weaver were the best placed of the HRCR Championship contenders, finishing 10

th
 overall. Guy is no stranger 

to the Mid Wales forests and Escorts, even if his seat was now in an RS1800. Stanley Orr finished just two places 
and 27sec in arrears. More details of the progress of the others should now be available on the HRCR website. 

The marshalling was done with a light touch and it was possible to move about during the running of the stage. 
Happily the vast majority of such spectators as there were appeared knowledgeable and sensible. However, a couple 
of  youngsters appeared to need educating in rallying etiquette. They were really rather too close to the inside of the 
fast right hand corner where we were standing, waving so frantically that the crews must have wondered what their 
signalling meant.  

We later moved on to another vantage point and the pair walked past just after the last car had gone through and 
recognised us. ’You moved too early’, one said, to which the reply was ‘Was it the Toyota?’ The comeback was ‘Yes, 
and right in front of us’. We also had seen the car come through with a bent roof so it must have rolled. It is not known 
if the driver had been both confused and distracted by their enthusiastic arm-waving.  

Overall it was well worth the trip. Particular local interest had come from the presence of codrivers Bob Duck in 
James Potter’s Escort and Sam Collis in Matt Robinson’s Impreza (who finished 28

th
 / 3

rd
 in Class and 7

th
 / 5

th
 in 

Class respectively), whilst the drive home via Bwlch-y-Groes and the north side of Lake Vyrnwy was a pleasure, as 
always.     

David Yorke 
   

 

 

Stanley Orr / Stephen Mcauley on SS5  Jake Scannell’s #66 Toyota became #99 for a time 
during its roll on SS5 
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43rd RALLY OF DERBYSHIRE : 8 + 9 APRIL  2017 

It is somewhat surprising that night time road rallying has managed to survive into the 21
st
 century and even that the 

Government is allowing the closing of public roads in England even though the court case concerning the ill-fated Jim 
Clark Rally has still to be held in Scotland. 

One long-running rally is that now known as Matlock Motor Club’s Rally of Derbyshire. Whilst the event has not 
always carried that title, it has run 43 times and has developed such a reputation that it is included in many rally 
championships including the HRCR Premier Championship and those of the ANCC, ANEMCC, AWMMC, EMAMC, 
SD34 and ANWCC. 

The route was some 125 miles with several sections timed to the second; straightforward navigation comprising 
mainly tulips; a good deal of pre-plotting and an early special test at Walton Lodge near Chesterfield, home of a 
certain Steve Perez and historic rally machinery. Also included were some eight miles of Derbyshire’s ‘whites’, 
reportedly smooth and whilst ‘capable of being traversed in a standard road car…  as always, a sump guard is 
recommended for the more spirited ‘. Hopefully these did not include those which have gained fearsome car-breaking 
reputations over the years. 

With the rally being a round of an HRCR championship, I felt honour-bound to offer marshalling support, hoping for a 
location close to home. As it happened, a sector marshal for the route between Hulme End and the northern edge of 
the Weaver Hills was wanted. Details and instructions were given by Charlie Wheeldon at the Club Night on the 
previous Thursday and help on the night itself came from Chesterfield resident Andy Fowkes and Jason Wortley from 
Rocester, this being his first involvement with night rallying despite assisting with the Derbyshire Dales Drive. 

After the drive from Rocester to Robinsons in Chesterfield, we all signed on and collected code, quiet zone, control, 
caution and livestock boards. Then it was off to Hulme End to set up the sector before Andy departed to get some 
sleep before a day as pit crew support for a friend at the Sunday’s Donington MGCC race meeting. Jason and I then 
returned to Hulme End to set up our control and hold cars until their chosen minute when they would be given 
handouts for a later part of the route. We also gave thanks for a clear and no too cold an evening.  

The first car to arrive was the MKII Escort of Richard Hunter and Gary Evans who had sufficient time in hand until 
their due departure time for a brief chat and be congratulated on their excellent placing on the recent Tour of 
Anglesey.  Other front runners included Richard Hemingway and Sam Collis in a Proton Satria. It had certainly been 
a busy day for Sam since he had been out on the BTRDA Somerset Stages Rally earlier in the day with Matthew 
Robinson and the Impreza that suffered an unfortunate accident early on. 

Once all of the cars had gone though and the given time for or departure came up, Jason took the wheel whilst I 
navigated and collected boards, timecards, clocks and paperwork from the other marshals. We needed to go quite 
swiftly so that some of those marshals could get away to other locations. En route we had to stop to see if the crew of 
one stationary rally car needed assistance and, coming across the stranded course car, see if there was anyone 
wandering about on the lovely and testing road from Ilam through Throwley to Calton. No-one was, so how the crew 
got away from this isolated spot remains a mystery.  Another concern was the apparent absence of any signs of life 
at one time control, so much so that after clearing the sector of all its rally paraphernalia, we returned over the route 
to Ilam to try and find the marshals and the course car crew, but all to no avail. 

Then it was back to Chesterfield to hand in the paperwork and clocks and return the various boards to their bins. It 
had been a long night so, not waiting for the results, we had our bacon butties and were back in Rocester for 
05.30hrs, some ten hours after we had first left for the rally. Whilst this may seem arduous, it was perhaps nothing 
compared to the effort put in by other marshals on the sector, some of whom were from Mid Wales. Probably it is 
such dedication to this branch of motor sport that has enabled some road rallies such as this to run for decades, and 
long may it continue.   

Finally, how did those registered for the HRCR Premier series fare? Well, there was just one such entrant mentioned 
in the Entry List, being Niall Frost who was navigating for Bevan Blacker in a Peugeot 106 (!). The pair were classed 
as Experts and finished a very creditable fifth overall. 

Previously, the series was open to HRCR Members using any car but now that Seren Whyte is its coordinator, all 
cars must conform to Historic regulations and specifications. One former registrant was Cath Woodman but whilst 
she was out with Dave Leadbetter in a BMW, it was not their Historic one.  

So this begs two questions. Might the new stipulation be a bar to drivers and navigators in registering for the series? 
Might the rough and bumpy roads of Derbyshire hold few attractions for the owners of elderly vehicles for which parts 
are hard to come by? Does anyone yet know? 

David Yorke 
1st Overall   #1    Richard Hunter / Gary Evans    Ford Escort 
1st Expert   #5    Richard Hemingway / Sam Collis   Proton Satria 
2nd Expert   #8    Jon Bossen / Shaun Hughes    Ford Escort 
1st Semi Expert   #27  Mark Slatcher / Alistair Leggett   MG ZR 
2nd Semi Expert   #30  Martin Payne / Sarah Lindsey Payne   Daewoo Lanos 
1st Novice   #40  Carl Whitford / Mark Whitford    Peugeot 206 
2nd Novice   #43  John Bellworthy / Joe Woodward   Ford Puma 
1st Matlock Crew   #12  Allan Storer / Tom Fenton    Proton Satria 
1st Matlock Novice Crew  #44  Dean Dye / Richard Cheetham   Renault Clio 
Spirit of the Rally   Charlie Wheeldon – for sitting in 4 different course cars with 3 different drivers  
   and still keeping it all together! 
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SNIPPETS 

GIVING SOMETHING BACK  

Clive and Anji Martin have been sitting out from competing recently but have had an equally involving time 
marshalling on historic rallies during March. 

Anji was out without Clive on the Tour of Cheshire in early March but the duo went over to the Isle of Man for the first 
time in the middle of the month to marshal on HERO’s Three Legs of Mann, one MTC being located in the famous 
Creg-ny-Baa Hotel on the TT course. Finally, on 26 March, the pair marshalled on the North Yorkshire Classic Rally. 

It must be very heartening to organisers when competitors also volunteer for the organisational side of events.     

 

TYRES FOR SALE 

Dave Leadbetter may still have these tyres to sell  

4x Maxsport Alaskas, 175/70 R13. Good tyres for slippery conditions or grassy / muddy tests.  Have done 500 road 
miles only. £150 for the set (saving £50 on new) and open to sensible offers.  

Dave can be contacted on 07891 531 584. (Derbyshire).    
 

JUNE NEWSLETTER 

All contributions for next month’s newsletter should be sent to David Yorke at yorkesport@btinternet.com by no later 
than Friday 26 May 2017. 

 


