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   HRCR MIDLANDS NEWSLETTER : MARCH 2017 
 

FORTHCOMING HRCR MIDLANDS EVENTS 
 

 

Help is wanted for the 2017 Paintworx AGBO Stages Rally at Weston Park 
© 2016 David Yorke 

 
March 19 PAINTWORX AGBO STAGES RALLY : WESTON PARK 

This stage rally is local and the first round of both the HRCR Old Stager Rally and Mini 
Cup Championships (or their successors) held in the delightful grounds of this country 
house off the A5.  

Consequently, HRCR Midlands is supporting the organisers, Owen Motor Club. If you can 
help in anyway, or want more information, please contact the event chief marshal David 
Allman via the contact form on www.owenmotoringclub.co.uk or directly with him at david-
allman@tiscali.co.uk 

 Where and time : Weston Park, Staffs : likely to be an early start, especially if you are 
marshalling.  

 
April 8 – 9 43rd RALLY OF DERBYSHIRE 

This is one of the local rounds of the HRCR Premier Rally Championship as well as the 
ANCC, ANEMCC, AWMMC, EMAMC, SD34 and ANWCC Championships. 

This year’s event will offer a very similar format to previous years - a competitive route 
with several sections timed to the second, straightforward navigation and the usual 
smattering of “whites”, including a visit to the Walton Lodge special test.  

Following changes to the MSA regulations, the event will be run under National B Road 
Rally rules (i.e. not under a Navigational permit) with the special test completed before 
midnight.  

The route will be around 125 miles on OS Map number 119 (C4 or as reprinted / revised 
after 2012), with approximately 8 miles of smooth whites (all have been traversed in a 

http://www.owenmotoringclub.co.uk/
mailto:david-allman@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:david-allman@tiscali.co.uk
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standard road car) but, as always, a sumpguard is recommended for the more spirited. 
Navigation will comprise mainly tulips and all standard sections should be on the map 
before you start them. 

As always, plenty of marshals will be required so please encourage your family and 
friends to turn out – in return they will get drinks and snacks, plus a free breakfast if they 
marshal in the second half. 

Where and time : The event will start and finish at Robinson, Chesterfield, map ref 119 / 
374 709. Scrutineering opens on 8 April at 1930 hours and closes at 2100 hours. The first 
car starts at 2245 hours and from then on others depart at one minute intervals. 
 

April 28 - 30 7th DONINGTON HISTORIC FESTIVAL 

For HRCR Midlands, things have changed somewhat so please see the separate 
article elsewhere in this issue.  

 
April 30 VSCC SPRINT, CURBOROUGH  

If you are not intending to go to the Donington Historic Festival, this event could offer a 
decent alternative day out when Curborough hosts the first round of the VSCC Sprint & 
Hill Climb Championship for eligible VSCC Competitors. Not only does the venue prove 
to be popular with the drivers, it is also a favourite with spectators; many bringing picnics 
to add to the social occasion whilst observing the on-track competition. The 0.8 mile 
course provides plenty of challenges for competitors through its twists and turns.  

Where and time : Curborough Sprint Course, Lichfield : OS Map 128 / 134128 : 
Postcode WS13 8EJ. Likely to be Practice in the morning and timed runs in the afternoon  

 
June 4 DERBYSHIRE DALES DRIVE 

This will be the fifth running of our own round of the HRCR Scenic Tour Series which 
continues to be developed from the experience and entrant feedback gained from 
previous events. 

Where and time : Abbotsholme School, Rocester for both the Start and Finish with a  
picnic lunch at another location. The first car is likely to depart at 1001hrs. 

 
July 16 FIELD DAY AND GYMKHANA 

Following the success of last year’s inaugural event, for which the overall winner received 
the Andy Gibson Trophy, there will indeed be a return to the Prosser farm on 16 July and 
Dave Leadbetter and Cath Woodman will be taking the lead for the competition side of 
things once again.  

One development could be the provision of a barbecue if someone is prepared to 
organise it.  

 Where and time : Waste Farm, Hurley, Atherstone, CV9 2LR, easily located just off J10 
on the M42. Signing On and Scrutineering probably at 1:00pm. 

 
‘LOCAL’ AND OTHER EVENTS OF POSSIBLE INTEREST 

As ever, please confirm details with the relevant event organisers 
 

Key to HRCR Events 

1 HRCR Scenic Tour Series  

2 HRCR Hagerty Insurance Clubmans Road Rally Championship  

3 HRCR Augment Automotive Speed Series Hill Climb + Sprint 
Championship 

 

4 HRCR Old Stager Asphalt Historic Rally Championship  

5 HRCR Stage Masters Historic Stage Rally Challenge  

6 HRCR Premier Rally Championship (road rallies) 
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HRCR Date Event Contact 

 
2/6 4 Mar 

Tour of Cheshire : Cheshire & Staffordshire  
HRCR Clubmans Road Rally Championship Round 
1 and Premier Rally Championship 

01829 260813 

 4 Mar John Harris (Derbyshire) Trial : Ashover, Derbys www.vscc.co.uk 

 
5 4-5 Mar 

Mid Wales Stages : Newtown, Powys 
MSA British Rally Championship and HRCR Stage 
Masters Historic Stage Rally Challenge  

 
CANCELLED 

6 5 Mar 
Saltire Classic : Perth + Kinross 
HRCR Premier Rally Championship 

www.saltirerallyclub.co.uk 

 
5 Mar 

Imperial Commercials Volkswagen Donington 
Rally : Donington Park Circuit  
Motorsport News Circuit Rally Championship 

01332 810048 

 
11 Mar 

Malcolm Wilson Rally : Cumbria 
ANECCC Stage Rally Championship 

01524 822574 

 
 

How To Publish Motoring History : Heritage 
Motor Centre, Gaydon  

01639 820864 

 
12 Mar 

Rallycross : Blyton Circuit, Lincolnshire  
BTRDA Clubmans Rallycross Championship 

01427 628922 

 
 

Sporting Trial + Breakfast Club : Shelsley Walsh, 
near Worcester  

01886 812211 

 
16 Mar 

Dunlop MSA British Touring Car Season Launch 
: Donington Park Circuit 

01332 810048 

 
17/18 Mar 

Border Counties Rally : Kielder Forest 
Prestone British Rally Championship + ANECCC 
Stage Rally Championship 

0191 488 9596 

 

 19 Mar Rallycross: Croft Circuit 01325 721815 

 
19 Mar 

Motordrive Seats Lee Holland Memorial Rally : 
Anglesey 
Motorsport News Circuit Rally Championship 

http://www.pendledistrictmc.
co.uk/?page_id=281 

6 25-26 Mar 
Moonbeam Rally : Shropshire 
HRCR Premier Rally Championship 

Telford MC 

2/6 26 Mar 
North Yorkshire Classic Rally  
HRCR Clubmans Road Rally Championship Round 
2 + Premier Rally Championship 

www.yorkmotorclub.co.uk 

 

 28/29 Mar H&H Classics Auction : Imperial War Museum, 
Duxford 

01925 210035 

6 31 Mar – 2 
Apr 

Flying Scotsman Reliability Trial : Slaley Hall, 
County Durham to Gleneagles 
HRCR Premier Rally Championship 

http://www.endurorally.com/
pages/flying-scotsman-rally-
2017 

 

5 1 Apr 

Rally North Wales : Dolgellau, Dyfi and Gartheniog 
Already a round of the BHRC + MSA Welsh Rally 
Championships. This rally will now also be the first 
round of the HRCR Stage Masters Historic Stage Rally 
Challenge, replacing the cancelled Mid Wales Stages. 

http://rallynorthwales.co.uk/ 

 

6 1-2 Apr 
Night Owl Rally : Mid Wales 
HRCR Premier Rally Championship 

http://www.aberystwythmoto
rclub.co.uk 

 2 Apr Stage Rally : Melbourne Airfield, East Yorkshire  01733 236151 

 
 

Bromyard Speed Festival  http://www.bromyardspeedf
estival.co.uk 

 5-9 Apr Techno-Classica Essen : Messe Essen, Germany ++49 2 4071 7300 

http://www.vscc.co.uk/
http://www.saltirerallyclub.co.uk/
http://www.pendledistrictmc.co.uk/?page_id=281
http://www.pendledistrictmc.co.uk/?page_id=281
http://www.yorkmotorclub.co.uk/
http://www.endurorally.com/pages/flying-scotsman-rally-2017
http://www.endurorally.com/pages/flying-scotsman-rally-2017
http://www.endurorally.com/pages/flying-scotsman-rally-2017
http://rallynorthwales.co.uk/
http://www.aberystwythmotorclub.co.uk/
http://www.aberystwythmotorclub.co.uk/
http://www.bromyardspeedfestival.co.uk/
http://www.bromyardspeedfestival.co.uk/
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HRCR Date Event Contact 

1 9 Apr 
Taith Cymru : Powys + Mid Wales 
HRCR Scenic Tour series 

HRCR South Wales 
www.hrcr.co.uk 

2 
9 Apr 

Ilkley Jubilee Rally : Yorkshire OS 99, 100 + 105 
HRCR Clubmans Road Rally Championship R’d 3 

www.jubilee-rally.org 

  Breakfast Club: Shelsley Walsh, near Worcester 01886 812211 

  
Austin Healey Memorial Rally : ??? 
Motorsport News Circuit Rally Championship 

 

6 15-16 Apr 
The Devils Tour : Wiltshire 
HRCR Premier Rally Championship 

https://www.ddmc.co.uk/the-
devils-tour 

3 22 Apr 
Aintree Sprint : Liverpool 
HRCR Augment Automotive Speed Series Hill Climb + 
Sprint Championship Round 1 

www.liverpoolmotorclub.com 

 

6 22-23 Apr 
Primrose Trophy Rally : Lancashire 
HRCR Premier Rally Championship 

www.cdmconline.com 

1 23 Apr 
Corinium Run : Cotswolds 
HRCR Scenic Tour series 

www.cirencestercarclub.com 

  Drive It Day Classic Tour : Nottinghamshire etc. www.carltondmc.co.uk 

 

29/30 Apr 

Pirelli International Rally + Pirelli Carlisle Rally : 
Carlisle  
Prestone British Rally + ANECCC Stage Rally 
Championships + FIA Celtic Trophy 

07770 566146 

6 

30 April 

Berwick Classic Rally : Northumberland etc. 
HRCR Premier Rally Championship 

www.berwickclassicrally.co.uk 

4/5 
Dixies Historic Challenge : Epynt Ranges 

HRCR Old Stager Asphalt Historic Rally Championship 
Round 2 + HRCR Stages Masters Historic Rally 
Challenge 

www.southwalesac.com 

 

 1 May Gawsworth Classic Car Show (from HRCRNW) rupertrichards@hotmail.com 

 
1 6 May 

The Bluebell Run : Herefordshire, Gloucestershire 
+ Welsh Borders 
HRCR Scenic Tours Series 

www.rossmotorsports.co.uk 

 

 
6/7 May 

Midland Hillclimb Championship : Shelsley 
Walsh, near Worcester 

01886 812211 

 9-11 May H&H Classics Auction : Donington Park Circuit  01925 210035 

3 
13 May 

Llandow 1.45km Sprint : Llandow Circuit, Cardiff 
HRCR Speed Series 

www.bristolpegasus.com 

2/6 
 

Silver Jubilee Leukaemia Historic Rally : Gwent 
HRCR Clubmans Road Rally Round 4 + Premier 
Rally Championships 

leukaemiahistoricrally@wor
dpess.com 

  Silverstone Auctions Sale : The Wing, Silverstone 
Circuit  

0207 287 9610 

  
Plains Rally : Mid Wales 
BTRDA Rally Series + MSA Welsh Rally Champ.  

 

3 
14 May 

Llys-Y-Fran 1.022km Hillclimb : Haverfordwest 
HRCR Speed Series 

www.swanmoco.co.uk 

  Breakfast Club: Shelsley Walsh, near Worcester 01886 812211 

5 
20/21 May 

TSH Stages : asphalt : RRH Portreath, Redruth  
HRCR Stage Masters Historic Stage Rally Challenge 
Round 3 

 

www.shmc.co.uk 

http://www.hrcr.co.uk/
http://www.jubilee-rally.org/
https://www.ddmc.co.uk/the-devils-tour
https://www.ddmc.co.uk/the-devils-tour
http://www.liverpoolmotorclub.com/
http://www.cdmconline.com/
http://www.cirencestercarclub.com/
http://www.carltondmc.co.uk/
http://www.berwickclassicrally.co.uk/
http://www.southwalesac.com/
mailto:rupertrichards@hotmail.com
http://www.rossmotorsports.co.uk/
http://www.bristolpegasus.com/
mailto:leukaemiahistoricrally@wordpess.com
mailto:leukaemiahistoricrally@wordpess.com
http://www.swanmoco.co.uk/
http://www.shmc.co.uk/
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HRCR Date Event Contact 

1 21 May Hills and Valleys Scenic Tour : Shrops + Powys www.kidderminstercarclub.co.uk 

 27/28 May 
FIA World Rallycross Championship : Lydden Hill 
Circuit  

01304 830557 

 

2017 DONINGTON HISTORIC FESTIVAL 

For a number of years now, HRCR have run a competitive autotest at the Donington Historic Festival, so 
becoming a regular feature of the Midlands Region’s programme and used by many as a popular 
shakedown session. Last year, some 80 HRCR members were on site over the duration of the event, 
either participating in 30 cars as Driver / Co-Driver or being one of the 20 members either helping as 
marshals or taking rides in other members’ cars.  

February’s Newsletter mentioned the organisational changes currently taking place at Donington and 
some firm details eventually came through from the 2017 Historic Festival’s organisers as to what is 
expected from HRCR Midlands.  

Historic Promotions is still promoting the whole event which, for this year, ‘get involved’ is the theme. 
Thus organisations who share that philosophy or who are able to let members of the public take part in 
some way are being encouraged to participate.  

On 6 December, there was a site meeting at Donington and a start was made on a plan. Whilst HRCR 
was neither invited nor represented on that occasion, the promoter hoped that it would run its autotest 
once again, particularly if it could be opened up in some way to the general public.  

The situation was discussed at the early February HRCR Midlands Management Team. After canvassing 
for Member opinions, there was a real concern about the insurance implications and so a reluctance to 
allow members of the public to participate in the autotest. It was also unknown exactly which other 
organisations would also be using the Tarmac Lake. Historic Promotions were advised accordingly of 
both concerns.  

By mid February, it was learnt that Go Motorsport would be there and that their space might also be 
available for sharing. A detailed breakdown of HRCR’s proposed associated activities, timing, paddock, 
sign on area/procedure, minimum space needed etc. was needed as soon as possible to finalise the site 
layout and the timetable for the area. Later in the month it was also learnt that the Tarmac Lake would be 
used by Paul Swift in an arena, Rallying with Group B, British Historic Kart Club, Go Motorsport and 
HRCR.  

In the circumstances, it was decided that those HRCR Members who wished to be participate at the 
Festival should do so with Go Motorsport, being members of one of its invited clubs. This happened to 
match an earlier proposition that Go Motorsport, local car clubs and HRCR should group together. 

Given the unclear circumstances and the pressures on the small Midlands Management Team around 
late April, May and early June, HRCR Midlands will not be at the Festival in its own right this year. But it 
could return in 2018 if there was adequate time available for investigating and completing the necessary 
preparations to ensure a quality event could be put on. 

Those HRCR Members who still wish to participate in some capacity or other are advised to 
contact Go Motorsport. Details of how to do so will be published as soon as they become 
available, probably under a separate mailing. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.kidderminstercarclub.co.uk/
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HRCR MIDLANDS BECOMES HRCR’S AREA OF THE YEAR AGAIN 
 

 

Iris Barron receives the Don Pither Trophy 
From Phil Mills on behalf of the HRCR 

Midlands Region 

 

Rather surprisingly, HRCR Midlands has become HRCR’s 
Area of the Year for 2016 and thus responsible for  
holding and polishing the Don Pither Trophy for the next 
twelve months.  

Reportedly, the inaugural Field Day / Gymkhana was 
regarded as innovative and the continued success of the 
Derbyshire Dales Drive and Donington Historic Festival 
Autotest during 2016 must also have been recognised. 

But we must certainly not rest on our laurels. Two other 
Areas / Regions certainly show the Midlands the way 
home with their regular programme of events (announced 
well in advance so that local Members are able to plan 
their motor sport years accordingly) and their excellent 
newsletters.  

All that is now needed are;   
1.  a regular venue to be available and at nil or low cost on 

the evenings that suit us,  something that the 
Management Team is currently investigating, and 

2.  volunteers to put take the lead for particular events and 
visits.   

 

 

REPORTS 

Reports and articles with historic rallying interest are very much welcomed. The views expressed are not 
necessarily those of either the Region’s Management Team or the HRCR Committee. All rights are 
reserved by the respective contributors and their particular permission is required for reproduction of any 
material in this Newsletter. 

 
AN EVENING WITH GUY SMITH : 16 JANUARY 2017 : PART 2 

So what did a now very marketable Guy Smith do after winning the world’s most famous sports car race 
and enabling Bentley to achieve its objective, recreated its racing pedigree and now putting its money into 
road cars? A return to Le Mans was on the schedule even if it could produce a feeling of déjà vu or be an 
anticlimax if he did not have a very good chance of winning once again. He certainly did not want to go 
just to make the numbers up and if there were other opportunities, he would consider them. 

For 2004’s Le Mans, he was with Audi UK Team Veloqx in an LMP1 Audi R8 but his fellow drivers would 
be new, being Johnny Herbert and Jamie Davies with whom he had raced karts. The crew finished third 
at the Sebring 12 hours race which bode well for a good showing at Le Mans. Come that race itself, the 
back-to-back win for Guy certainly looked possible in the same car that had been used at Sebring. The 
car and crew led for the first 14 hours until a suspension bolt problem forced an unscheduled pit stop, 
finally placing them second overall just 30 seconds behind the winners after 24 hours of racing. A case of 
being ‘so near and yet so far….’ 

Guy had always wanted to take part in open wheel Indy Car racing and an opportunity to do came in the 
second half of the season when Rocketsports Racing’s driver for its Lola B02/00 Ford had abruptly left 
the team. Unfortunately the car was ‘a piece of sh*t’, having a bent chassis and by finishing 18th

 in the 
series, Guy decided that he had now scratched the itch and decided to stay with sports cars where it was 
good to share a car with someone else. 

For the following 2005 season, Audi already had works drivers under contract so Guy had to look 
elsewhere. Sports car racing was bigger in the USA than Europe so he felt he must find a place in the 
American Le Mans Endurance Series (ALMS), and that came with the Dyson Racing Team complete with 
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Chris Dyson as his co-driver and an LMP1 Lola EX257/AER. The pairing finally finished seventh in the 
series. 

Still in America, Guy found the time to drive a Pontiac-Riley 5.0L V8 in some rounds of the Grand 
American Rolex Series for Matthews / Orbit Racing, one being the Daytona 24 hours race. Eventually he 
finished 36

th
 in the series, albeit after a partial season.  

Whilst Guy was not at Le Mans that year, he did drive in Europe in the second Petit Le Mans series 
(ELMS), coming 16

th
 in the series. The car was another Lola but Chamberlain-Synergy Motorsport’s 

LMP2 B05/40 AER version.  

The 2006 season saw Guy stay away from Le Mans again but remain with the American Le Mans 
Endurance Series, the Dyson Racing Team, Chris Dyson and Lola. This time the car was a B06/10 model 
with AER engines that seemed to be ‘hand grenades’, lasting for just four laps but they pair finished 
somewhere between 4

th
 and 6

th
 in the series. Concurrently that year, an occasional drive in a Pontiac 

Crawford of Howard Boss Motorsports saw him finish 49
th
 in the series.  

2007 was much the same as 2006. The Dyson Racing Team was now entering all of the races in the 
ALMS series for the first time, Guy still driving with Chris Dyson but now an LMP2 Porsche RS Spyder 
would be used rather than an LMP1 Lola. The season saw them finish 4

th
 in the series. Meanwhile, when 

still with Howard Motorsports and its Pontiac Crawford for just one race, Guy finished 80
th
 in the series. 

During 2008, Guy was back at Le Mans in another Lola, the LMP2 B05-40 AER of Quifel-ASM Team. His 
co-drivers were Olivier Pia and Miguel Ameral and their drives resulted in 4

th
 LMP2 and 20

th
 overall. HE 

also remained with Chris Dyson and the Porsche Spyder in the ALMS and finished 6
th
 in the 

championship.  

Apart from ALMS, ELMS and Le Mans, the end of 2009 saw Guy do something different by entering a 
rally for Historics. Before that, he and Chris Dyson improved in ALMS to finish 3

rd
 in the series using a 

Mazda-engined Lola B09/86. In ELMS he drove an LMP1 Ginetta Zytec for Team LNT. An LMP2 Ginetta 
Zytec rather than a Lola was also used for Le Mans by Quifel-ASM Team. The drivers were again Smith / 
Pia / Ameral but the car was retired on Lap 46.   

 

Guy and Howard Pridmore came 4
th
 in Class C3 on the 2009 R.A.C. Rally. 

Note the Manx registration  

So we come to Guy’s appearance on the 2009 R.A.C Rally, entered both for fun and ‘to be out of one’s 
comfort zone’. The car was a MkI Ford Escort RS2000 (‘a £10K rough car’) and his co-driver would be 
Howard Pridmore. After an off in Langdale, the crew went on to finish 29

th
 overall and 4

th
 in Class C3. 

‘The Roger Albert was real baptism of fire – it was only my third rally ever. It’s a great event and in rallying 
terms, it is the event to do.’ 

After that, it was back to business as usual in the USA for the 2010 ALMS, the Dyson Racing Team and 
third place in the series. Guy also had well-paid drives for Rebellion Racing’s Lola/Judd Coupe in ELMS 
and the Le Mans race itself. The ELMS result was 12

th
 in the series whilst for Le Mans, he was teamed 

with Jean Christophe Bouillon and Andrea Bellichi, J-P crashing into retirement on Lap 143. 

2010 also saw Guy’s second appearance on the very snowy and now famous R.A.C Rally, this time 
partnered with Patrick Walsh from Aberystwyth who rallied every weekend and was very good on maps. 
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A Top Ten placing was the objective. Unfortunately they stopped on SS21. Unfortunately they stopped on 
the penultimate stage SS21 Kershope 1 whilst being 19

th
 overall and third in Class C3 at the time when 

David Stokes was 26
th

 overall. Whilst Guy maintained that he was classified at the finish, the official 
results do not indicate this.  

 

Guy and Patrick Walsh on a very icy Olivers Mount during the 2010 R.A.C. Rally 
© David Yorke 2010 

2011 saw no return to the R.A.C Rally but rather the achieving of a long-standing ambition when one win 
and nine podiums in the ALMS series saw Guy Smith, Chris Dyson and the LMP1 Lola B09/86 Mazda 
become overall Champions. This surely compensated for another retirement when driving once again for 
Rebellion Racing with J-P Bouillon and Andrea Bellichi in a Lola Toyota for the classic Le Mans 24hr 
race. Another new event for Guy during the year was the Nurburgring 24hrs race and a drive in RJN 
Motorsport’s GT4 Nissan 370Z with Kurt Thiim and Jonathan Buncombe. This time they completed the 
full 24 hours and finished in 6

th
 place.  

2012 was another year with Dyson Racing and a hybrid Lola complete with KERS in the USA. The 
winning margin at the Road America race was just 0.083 seconds and contributed to Guy and Chris 
coming second at the end of the ALMS series. However, the run on 2012 R.A.C. Rally with Ian Oakey on 
the maps was not as successful when the BDA engine in the MkII Escort went bang on SS11 Croft 1. 

 

Guy walks around the rear of his BDA-engined Escort at Scrutineering  
at the Pickering start of the 2012 RAC Rally      © David Yorke 2012 
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2013 would see another change of direction. GT3 was becoming popular and Bentley decided to recall 
Guy to its strength to develop and test its Continental as part of a feasibility study aimed at turning it into a 
GT3 race car with half the weight of the road car. This was rather reminiscent of Guy’s previous role in 
developing what would become the Speed 8 that won at Le Mans.  

Mallock had bid to build the car but Bentley Racing’s Team Manager Brian Gush rang Malcolm Wilson, 
went to Cockermouth and decided to give it a go. Christian Loriaux, who had been heavily involved with 
the design of the Prodrive Subarus, would be involved. Guy had never driven a GT car before but did the 
testing at Anglesey and took the car up the Goodwood Hill.  

The resulting car’s race debut was at the Gulf 12hr race at the Yas Marina Circuit, Abu Dhabi where it 
finished 4

th
, driven by Guy, Andy Meyrick and Steven Kane. Cl;early M-Sport could produce successful 

race cars as well as rally cars. Another drive in the Gulf States that year was in the Dunlop 24hrs of 
Dubai, this time for Ram Racing in a GT3 Ferrari 458 Italia which was brought home in 11

th
 place. 

The same year saw Guy’s final season with Dyson Racing after nine years, he and Chris Dyson using a 
Lola B12/60 Mazda to finish 6

th
 in the series.     

2014 saw Bentley go racing in earnest, Guy being entered in the Blancpain Endurance Series (Pro Cup), 
the Pirelli World Challenge and the VLN Endurance Series. The debut in the Blancpain events was very 
successful for Guy and regukar opartners Andy Meyrick and Steven Kane in Bentley #7.  Wins at 
Silverstone and Paul Ricard contributed to their gaining second place in both the Drivers and Teams 
Championships. The Pirelli series was not quite so successful, coming 20th in the series for Dyson Team 
Bentley despite a win at Salt Lake City.  

During 2015, Team M-Sport Bentley took the same second places in the Blancpain Endurance series 
once again, and Guy was 30

th
 in the Pirelli World Challenge and also appeared in the VLN Endurance 

series. A 10
th
 place was achieved at the Sepang 12 hour race and 16

th
 in the Nurburgring 24hour race.  

A better result was a third placing at the Liqui Moly Bathurst 12 hour race. This was on Guy’s bucket list 
and the event is becoming bigger and bigger each year. Challenges include its being in the kangaroo 
mating season and is held between 05:30 and 17:30hrs, making the first half hour of racing in the dark. 
But Guy reckons that it is a great way to start the year. 

The evening finished with a Question and Answer session. 

Q. What is the likely effect on the Volkswagon / Audi Group’s (VAG’s) withdrawal from racing and rallying 
on Bentley’s 2017 racing programme? 

A. The Bentley GT3s and Supersports are developed from the road cars which bring in the money to go 
racing and presently the programme breaks even. Whilst some works Audi drivers are now out in the 
cold, one of them, Oliver Jarvis, is to join the Bentley Boys for 2017. 

Q. How much Audi was there in the Le Mans winning Bentley? 

A. Whilst the 4 litre engine is an Audi unit producng 700bhp (and capable of 1000 bhp), the car was built 
in Norfolk and is bespoke to Bentley. 

Q. A Top Gear question - what were your best and worst personal cars? 

A. One’s first car is always special. A 1-litre Metro was my first car and I have an M3 at the moment. 
Others have been Bentley road cars, real cruisers, and an Escort is superb for the stages. But I’m not 
really into cars but I love driving.  

Q. Have you had a manager throughout your career? 

A. Managers often take 15%. Perhaps one is needed when one is 17 years old and has little confidence. 
Dad would not do it. I have always done it myself and with Bentley it is a handshake and a simple 
contract. I am often approached by youngsters to manage them but I choose not to do so, rather give 
them advice. 

Guy Smith fully delivered what was hoped for and his audience was very appreciative of his coming to the 
Coopers Arms inbetween a visit to Hull University and testing at Millbrook and Anglesey. Hopefully we will 
see this talented driver and very capable speaker out ion some historic rallies in the future besides his 
recent appearances at Croft in Ford Fiesta R5s. As his former Team mate Tom Kristensen said at Race 
Retro, ‘drivers need to be versatile’ and Guy seems to be just that.  

The first part of this article appeared in the February edition of this Newsletter. Both are © David Yorke 
2017 
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HRCR ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING : HELLIDON LAKES HOTEL : 19 FEBRUARY 2017 

Whilst this might have been a case for those who had attended the Awards Evening of ‘the morning after 
the night before’, the meeting was quorate and things got under way at 10:30am sharp. 

The agenda was the usual format for an AGM, comprising approval of the previous year’s minutes, 
Chairman’s, Treasurer’s and Competition Secretary’s reports, appointments of President, Vice 
Presidents, Officers and Committee Members. Most posts remained as they were apart from Robin 
Stretton standing down as Vice President owing to ill health. 

Chairman Paul Loveridge considered 2016 to have been a very good year for the HRCR despite the loss 
of some key members who worked behind the scenes. The Club was very fortunate in having Tony and 
Iris Barron in Secretarial positions, their being available at the end of a telephone during the day and 
accepting payment for what could be afforded if not what they were worth. Successes included the wide 
range of championships on offer, the all tarmac championship (especially for the number of Minis); HRCR 
representation on MSA committees and the recent 2017 Open Day’s being one of the best that there had 
ever been.  

Treasurer Mike Harrison reported a small profit over the year though whilst not large, it was an 
improvement over the losses of the previous three years. Even so, 2017 was likely to be a tough year. 

Competition Secretary David Lucas considered that HRCR was fortunate in being insulated from the 
hassle that came with modern events, and long may it continue. The various championships seemed to 
be ones that people enjoyed, perhaps because the aim of the programme was to offer fun rather than 
being a business. Despite this, he was worried for the future of forest rallies. 

The Scenic Tour series saw 1000 entries and each event virtually has a full entry list. The outlook for 
2017 seemed to be as good, the Corinium Run having a full entry after just five days.  Over thirty had 
registered for the new Scenic Tour award scheme.  

The Clubmans Road Rally Championship had been well supported as well as being Ian Doble’s first year 
after the demise of Andy Gibson. 116 registered for the series, comprising 60 drivers and 56 navigators. 
Howard Warren and Andy Pullen won everything that they entered, proving that ‘practice indeed makes 
perfect’. For 2017, Hagerty were to continue as sponsor; the Novice championship was expected to be 
hotly contested and there was a new award for those who drive their cars to the events. 

Simon Malins had been at the helm of the 2016 Old Stager Championship for which all of the rounds 
actually ran. Whilst there had been no outright winner for 2016, there would be in 2017 for which 35 had 
registered, including 27 Minis. There would also be a new Junior Mini Cup for under 25s. 2016’s events 
for the little cars had been particularly successful in having a total 41 entrants (29 previously), 27 being on 
the AGBO and 14 on the Midsummer Stages. MiniSport and Mintex co-sponsored the series and the 
former had spares for the cars on each event. 

No report had been prepared on the 2016 Premier Series, its co-ordinator having moved on to pastures 
new. However, Seren Whyte was present, having taken over for 2017. 31 had registered for 2016 when 
crewing in any car was permitted. For 2017, only Historic cars may be used and so far, 8 had registered 
for the series.  

2016 had been he first year of the Speed Series and whilst only 9 had registered, they had usually been 4 
or 5 cars out on every event. Paul Loveridge expected a greater interest in 2017, 7 have registered 
already. It had been found that the event organisers had not always been easy to work but this even so, 
the famous hill at Prescott was being added to the list for this year. 

In conclusion, David Lucas said that the HRCR and its Members were very lucky to have those willing to 
put in so much effort so that such a varied series could be offered by the Club. But those persons were 
generally the older folk and more new and younger blood is needed. 

After the formal meeting was finished, there was an open forum that covered several topics.  

Area groups are to be encouraged. Prepare a calendar of events for the year so people can plan 
accordingly. 

HRCRNW’s Rally School and Shon Gosling are to be congratulated on their success. Recent one had 50 
persons, some being new faces. 

The best timing for the AGM was discussed. Reconsider holding it before the awards evening rather than 
the day after, something tried before but found not to work. Holding it as part of the Open Day was also 
not considered viable. 
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HRCR representation concerning the MSA’s edict on running order on stage rallies was brought up by 
Dessie Nutt. Many are now awaiting the outcomes of the Jim Clark Rally court case which starts on 17 
July. It must be remembered that those walking on live stages are not necessarily there to see just the 
fast cars but rather a particular class. It would seem that the MSA Advisory Panels themselves do not 
always get to know what the MSA finally decides to put out before doing so. For example, an MSA 
Council representative for racing may veto an issue concerning trials irrespective of advice from any trials 
advisory panel. 

The possibility of joint working with the Roger Albert Clark Rally Club to have Historics only rallies was 
raised, again by Dessie, but the Chairman said that there was too background to make this possible.  

Rally insurance in Ireland had become an issue once again where there was no motor sport of any kind in 
during January. 

The total HRCR Membership presently stood at 1625, with 120 new members in January alone. 

The imminent FIVA Rally would be in the UK and run by the HRCR and organised by the Autumn Leaves 
team. 

 

RACE RETRO INTERNATIONAL HISTORIC MOTORSPORT SHOW : 25 FEBRUARY 2017 

Several HRCR Midlands members attended this year’s Race Retro that was under new management and 
happened to clash with the Historic Motorsport International and London Classic Car Show being held at 
the same time in ExCel London. Space limitations dictate that a report will appear in the next issue, to 
which all contributions are welcome. 

 
OPINION : THE FUTURE OF MOTORSPORT 

29 January 2017  

I recently watched an episode of Jay Leno's Garage, in which the larger-than-life and famously wealthy 
American talk show host visited a race track with Audi, who brought along two identical cars, except that 
one was driven entirely by an on-board computer. The autonomous Audi was lapping only 0.2 seconds 
per lap slower than the human-controlled car. It occurs to me that the computer will just get better 
with time, until a human cannot match it. 

If motorsport is all about the skills of one driver beating the skills of another, does this mean that 
motorsport will be limited to historic cars only, or at least to cars which are forced by regulation to have 
old-fashioned, manual controls? 

If, on the other hand, motorsport is about manufacturers fighting against each other to prove which car is 
best, will we care who wins when all the cars are autonomous? The rules could require that each car 
must carry a 'driver', albeit one with no real purpose. If no people are on board, there will be no need for 
heavy safety equipment, and no reason for cars not to knock each other off the track, making circuit races 
like a giant version of Robot Wars. 

Rallying could survive for a while if the sport returns to secret stages, where the crew are given only the 
entry and exit points of a venue  and must rely on map reading and eyesight. Computers will eventually 
become better at this, too, but we would have a few more years of human supremacy... 

What do people think? What, if anything, can be done to keep drivers in the loop while not pissing off the 
manufacturers, whose cars and money we want to retain? 

Best regards, 

Colin Wilson, CDWrite 

Tel: +44 (0)1889 563285 : Mobile: +44 (0)7802 828880 : Fax: +44 (0)207 681 3506 

Email: colindouglaswilson@gmail.com  : Web: www.Racedates.com 

Facebook :  www.facebook.com/cdwrite 

 

APRIL NEWSLETTER 

All contributions for next month’s newsletter should be sent to David Yorke at yorkesport@btinternet.com 
by no later than Friday 24 March 2017. 
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