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HRCR NW Calendar 2017.    

February                    

21st February (Tue)   Grope Night  –  Olde Parkgate Inn, Stocks Ln, Over Peover, 
Knutsford WA16 8TU   118/786739 

COMING UP 

4th March (Sat)    Tour of Cheshire, Cheshire, Knutsford & DMC                              
6th March (Mon)  Chip Butty Scatter Rally – Shôn Gosling – shon.gosling@btinternet.com   

21st March (Tue)  Go Kart Night – Paul Simmons - paul.simmons2@virgin.net  
26th March (Sun)   North Yorkshire Classic, N. Yorkshire, York Motor Club 

  

9th April (Sun)   lkley Jubilee Historic Rally, Yorkshire, Ilkley & DMC 

22nd/23rd April   Sandbach Transport Festival – Phil Bateman - philbateman@hotmail.com  
23rd April (Sun)    “Drive it Day” - TBA 

25th April (Tue)  Quiz – Duncan Wild - duncan.wild@btinternet.com  
  

1st May (Mon)   Gawsworth Classic Car Show – Rupert Richards - rupertrichards@hotmail.com  
13th May (Sun)  Leukaemia Historic Rally, Monmouthshire, Ecurie Cymraeg 

16th May (Tue)   Evening Run – John Hunt - hunt07@btinternet.com 

29th May (Mon)    Gawsworth Hall YounGTImers Show - Rupert Richards - rupertrichards@hotmail.com 

3rd June (Sat)    Hughes Historic Rally, Kent, Blackpalfrey MC of Kent 

14th June (Wed)   Mid-Week Run to JCB - Phil Bateman - philbateman@hotmail.com 

18th June (Sun)   East Anglian Classic, Essex/Suffolk, Chelmsford MC 

20th June (Tue)   Swettenham Arms Car Show - Shôn Gosling – shon.gosling@btinternet.com 

24th June (Sat)    Cheshire Plains Run - Phil Bateman - philbateman@hotmail.com 

2nd July (Sun)     White Rose Classic, North & East Yorkshire, Malton MC 

12th July (Wed)    Mid-Week Run - TBA 

18th July (Tue)   Treasure Hunt - Paul Simmons - paul.simmons2@virgin.net 

22nd July (Sat)   Ross Traders Historic Rally, Welsh Marches, Ross & DMSC 

  

6th Aug (Sun)    St Wilfrids Classic Rally, North Yorkshire, Ripon MSC 

15th August (Tue)    Run to a Pub - TBA 

  

2nd Sept (Sat)     Vale of Clwyd Classic, North Wales, Clwyd Vale MC 

19th September (Tue)  Quirky Night Out - Phil Bateman - philbateman@hotmail.com 

23rd Sept (Sat)    HERO Challenge, Oxfordshire, HERO 

23rd September (Sat)  Mint Sauce Scenic Run – Andrew Heywood - brydon38@aol.com 

23rd/24th September  High Legh Festival of Transport - Shôn Gosling – shon.gosling@btinternet.com 

30th September (Sat) Devon Classic, Devon, South Hams MC 

  

7th October (Sat)  Devils Own, South Lakeland, Kirkby Lonsdale MC 

17th Oct (Tue)   Indoor Scatter – Anwen Mountford - sydney.62@hotmail.co.uk 

  

11th November (Sat)  Classic Motor Show Trip - TBA 

20th November (Mon)  Ian Harwood Quiz  - TBA 

21st November (Tue)  HRCR Planning Meeting - Shôn Gosling – shon.gosling@btinternet.com    

  

12th December (Tue)   Christmas Dinner - Shôn Gosling – shon.gosling@btinternet.com               
27th December (Wed)   Christmas Treasure Hunt – Denise Bemment - d.bemment@hotmail.co.uk  
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mailto:philbateman@hotmail.com
mailto:paul.simmons2@virgin.net
mailto:philbateman@hotmail.com
mailto:shon.gosling@btinternet.com
mailto:shon.gosling@btinternet.com
mailto:shon.gosling@btinternet.com
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Gossip 

 

 

 

After last year’s successful Groping, Dave Ward intends to do it again 
at the Olde Parkgate Inn. He gives us 20 or so fabric bags with items 
sewn into them for us to guess what they are. Kitchen bits, Car bits, 
Gardening bits, who knows but it is always a good night out.  

 

 

Chip Butty Scatter 

1 hour - 25miles 

20 clues - see regs 
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Paul Simmons’s night out - I have 
booked 18 places at the Daytona 
Trafford Park on Tuesday 21st March 
2017 at 19:30hrs for the kit and safety 
briefing followed by roughly a 20:00hrs 
start.  https://www.daytona.co.uk/ 

The evening is called HRCR NW - Arrive&Drive Daytona 40 - Teams of 2 which means that 9 teams of 
2 are available but this can be flexed upwards as required.  

Each team gets a 40 minute Race.  The cost is £39 per person which is great value. 

The Arrive&Drive allows those new to driving a go-kart to spend time on circuit without the competitive 
pressure an Open Race provides. 

It is perfect for groups of friends to enjoy a sociable event together, and is an ideal grounding for those 
looking to start Historic Rallying and learn how to drive Special Tests. For the more HRCR NW 
experienced driver, this gives the opportunity to practise, try different lines and braking points in order 
to become smoother and quicker around Special Test thus improving their times. 
The Arrive&Drive sessions include the hire of a Go-Kart (most important), all necessary safety 
equipment, a comprehensive driver safety briefing, plus laptime printouts which are provided to all 
drivers at the end of the session. Plus a 20 minutes racing for each team member. 
But we do have some flexibility within the booking to re-arrange things as we see fit as long as it fits 
the time slot. 

I am offering a free reign on the teams - if folk want a specific pairing, but offer to pair up individuals as 
required.  Although a free race could result, I propose to run a handicap system by combined team 
weight..... with a certain number of laps by each team member run as a consistency challenge. 

Please contact me by email paul.simmons2@virgin.net for numbers and expressions of interest - and I 
will get back to them with payment details. Paul 

Paul has already paid a 50% deposit for these places so please support him by entering. 

https://www.daytona.co.uk/
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Extending new vehicles' first 
MOT from 3 years to 4 years 

 

The Department for Transport is seeking views on whether the age a vehicle 
gets its first MOT should be increased from 3 to 4 years. 

Options being looked at 

The options being proposed are: 

 to keep the current period for vehicles requiring a first MOT at 3 years, 
with no change 

 to increase the age all vehicles get their first MOT from 3 to 4 years 

 to increase the age cars and motorcycles get their first MOT from 3 to 4 
years, but keeping it at 3 years for vans in classes 4 and 7 

 

 

This year’s February cannot come in your life time again.  
This is because *2017 Year February* has:  

*4 Sundays*  
*4 Mondays*  
*4 Tuesdays*  

*4 Wednesdays*  
*4 Thursdays*  

*4 Fridays*  
&  

*4 Saturdays*.  
This happens once every *823* years.  

A young man named Donald bought a horse from a farmer for $250. The farmer agreed to deliver the 
horse the next day. The next day, the farmer drove up to Donald's house and said, " Sorry son, but I  have 
some bad news, the horse died. " 
Donald replied, " Well, then just give me my money back. " The farmer said, " Can ' t do that. I went and 
spent it already. " 
Donald said, " OK, then, just bring me the dead horse. " The farmer asked, " What ya gonna do with him? " 
Donald said, " I'm going to raffle him off. " The farmer said, " You can't raffle off a dead horse! " 
Donald said, " Sure I can. Watch me. I just won't tell anybody he's dead. "   
A month later, the farmer met up with Donald and asked, " What happened with that dead horse? " Donald 
said, " I raffled him off. I sold 500 tickets at five dollars apiece and made a profit of $2,495. " The farmer 
said, " Didn't anyone complain? " 
Donald said, " Just the guy who won. So I gave him his five dollars back. " 
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In Praise of Castrol -  
by Nigel Raeburn 
 

Back in the 60s, the major sponsors and supporters of motor sport 
were the car industry ‘suppliers’ like the oil companies, tyre 
companies, spark plug manufacturers etc..  Think Dunlop, Shell, BP, 

Esso, Champion.  Long before the cigarette and drink companies came along (wasn’t 
Gold Leaf the first full livery sponsor in F1?) these car industry companies gave a lot of 
support to events and drivers - I think Stirling Moss was supported by BP for a long 
time.  However, across the whole spectrum of motor sport from the top international 
events to club events, I think Castrol was perhaps the best and longest-serving sponsor 
and supporter. 
I can recall a wide range of Castrol support - materials for motor clubs (marshal 
armbands, water-filled cones, signage etc), their sponsorship and organising of inter-
Club quizzes, of the Motoring News road rally championship etc. - as well as their 
sponsorship of teams (eg BMC rally team) and championships at higher levels.  They 
had some good people working for them too - Stuart Turner for a period, and especially 
Roger Willis who was a really friendly personality who seemed to attend every event 
(from Internationals to small club events) - sadly he died far too young at just 35.  I 
really got to know Roger when I once gave him a lift back to Lancashire from the Isle of 
Mull after the rally there. 
 

Of course Castrol are still involved today - supporting the VW rally team to their many 
successes in the last few years, winning their class at Le Mans with Ford in 2016 - and 
are now rumoured to be returning to F1 with McLaren.  Castrol is now owned by BP.  
Finally, their lasting influence on motorsport is surely the aroma of Castrol R - 
wonderfully evocative of motorsport paddocks and rally routes in the 60s. 
 

As I write I have to hand four Castrol publications from the 1960s and early 70s.  One is 
the Castrol Achievements booklet from 1960, and the other three are the three Castrol 
Rally Manuals, a hardback published at he end of 1971 through to 1974. 
 

The Castrol Achievements booklet was published I 
think 6 times, after 1956 and from 1960 to 1966.  It 
covered all forms of motorsport - cars, bikes, boats, 
even planes - in which Castrol was involved and 
summarised the successes in the previous year.  The 
1960 one I have has a coloured cover with an 
evocative painting of a works Austin Healey driven on 
Liege-Rome-Liege by Pat Moss on the front, and 
inside is all black and white photos - about 60 pages 
in all.  There is a special feature on the achievements 
of Pat Moss and Ann Wisdom with photos of them in 
Healeys, MG TF, Austin A40, MGA, Riley 1.5 and 
Morris Minor - showing the versatility of drivers and 
indeed teams like BMC in those days.  Many of the major international rallies are 
covered with their own pages - Tulip, Safari, Alpine etc.. - showing mainly the cars 
supported by Castrol (especially the BMC and Ford teams). 

Cover of Castrol Achievements 1960 
- Pat Moss. HEALEYMOSSCOVER 
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Then there are pages covering speed records, motor-bikes, Le Mans, hill climbs etc..  
There is a photo of my ‘mentor’ John Aley alongside his famous Mini JRA85 - I can 
remember being driven at an indicated 100 mph on the Stevenage by-pass in this car 
which was one of the first ever racing Minis.  No speed limits at that time!  He was 
photographed after winning a race in France at Montlhery. 
 

The Castrol Rally Manuals were more substantial affairs - hardbacks running to some 
130 pages.  With coloured covers and all black and white inside they contained a lot of 
photos and text too.  There was a lot of ‘how to’ information as well as reports and 
profiles of well-known events and competitors.  The first two editions were edited by 
Peter Browning and the third by Mike Greasley - both respected motorsport journalists, 
and many famous names contributed chapters - Brian Culcheth, Gerry Phillips, John 
Davenport, Stuart Turner, Martin Holmes etc.. 
 

The second Rally Manual has special resonance for me and for Knutsford &DMC - 
because of the front cover!  It is mainly a photo of Roy Fidler and Barrie Hughes in a 
Withers of Winford entered Datsun 240Z on the Scottish Rally in 1972 - but in the 
background (and around the binding partly onto the back cover) and clearly seen are a 
number of people known in KDMC circles. 
 

I had been competing earlier in the event with Will Sparrow in what was I think the last 
rally we did in a Mini, but we retired in Dumfriesshire and had returned to the rally HQ 
in Nairn, and then gone spectating.  The line-up of spectators shows (E&OE), L to R, 
ANO, John Poole (KDMC Chairman in the 70s), ANO, Vicky Lambert (rally driver and of 
Horsmans of Liverpool Opel dealers), two ANOs, Tony Goulding (one-time Plains CoC 
and works co-driver), my wife-to-be Margaret, Ian (one of Will’s service crew - sorry I 
can’t recall his surname), me, another of Will’s service crew, Dave Campion (ex KDMC, 
MCD and Prodrive), three ANOs and then one of the Samson brothers (twice Scottish 
Champions in the 70s) and finally another ANO. 
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Duckhams produced their version of an Achievements book in 1966, but apart from that 
this sort of publication seems to have disappeared, which is a shame.  Duckhams is 
also now owned by BP, but they don’t seem to market it anymore.  Their Q20/50 in the 
late 60s was a popular innovation as 50 grade was rare and here was a multigrade 
which could cover the 20/50 band and help reduce oil consumption at high 
temperatures and still provide the needed lubrication, and it became popular in 
competition cars and older cars with high oil consumption.  
 

Thanks to Castrol for all they did for the sport - especially at the Club level. 
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https://nigelraeburn.wordpress.com 

 

- FAVOURITE RALLY CARS - RAC RALLY OF THE TESTS  PREVIEW -  
- TOUR OF CHESHIRE HISTORY - ABERYSTWYTH, THE PLAINS RALLY AND THE  WRC -  

 - MEXICO MATTERS -REMEMBERING HYWEL THOMAS - RALLY OF THE CEDARS 1971 - 
- COLIN FRANCIS OBE – OBITUARY - WELSH AND RAC OBSERVATIONS -  

- THE APPEAL OF 1960S  RALLYING - 
 

COPIES OF ARTICLES WRITTEN FOR MOTOR CLUB NEWSLETTERS SINCE OCTOBER 2014 AND 
MUCH MORE TO COME 

https://nigelraeburn.wordpress.com
https://nigelraeburn.wordpress.com/2016/12/27/favourite-rally-cars/
https://nigelraeburn.wordpress.com/2016/11/25/rac-rally-of-the-tests-preview/
https://nigelraeburn.wordpress.com/2016/12/27/tour-of-cheshire-history/
https://nigelraeburn.wordpress.com/2016/12/27/aberystwyth-the-plains-rally-and-the-wrc/
https://nigelraeburn.wordpress.com/2016/11/25/mexico-matters/
https://nigelraeburn.wordpress.com/2016/11/25/remembering-hywel-thomas/
https://nigelraeburn.wordpress.com/2016/11/25/rally-of-the-cedars-1971/
https://nigelraeburn.wordpress.com/2016/11/25/colin-francis-obe-obituary/
https://nigelraeburn.wordpress.com/2016/11/25/welsh-and-rac-observations/
https://nigelraeburn.wordpress.com/2016/11/25/the-appeal-of-1960s-rallying/
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This is an evening that Potteries & Newcastle MC are organising with Stuart Turner from BMC, 

Ford Motorsport fame as guest speaker along with dinner on Friday 10th March at Silverdale WMC 

from 7.30pm.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The menu for the evening is as follows:- 

·        Leak and Potato Soup 

·        Beef Dinner and all the trimmings 

·        Apple Pie and Custard 

·        Cheese and Biscuits 

(A Vegetarian option is also available) 

The cost for the evening is £20 per person, to cover the costs of the food. 
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Car Reports 

The ALL NEW Mercedes AA Class 

Click here to find out more http://sundown.me.uk/ technology/mercedes-aa-class. mp4 
 

 

Bob’s been Golfing 

http://sundown.me.uk/technology/mercedes-aa-class.mp4
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A woman was at her hairdresser's getting her hair styled 
for a trip  to Rome with her husband..  She mentioned the 

trip to the hairdresser, who  responded:     

  " Rome?  Why would anyone want to go there? 
It's crowded and dirty.  You're crazy to go to Rome.  So, 

how are you getting there?"  
"We're going with Alitalia," was the reply.  "We got a great rate!" 

"   Alitalia?" exclaimed the hairdresser.  "That's a terrible airline. Their planes are 
old, their flight attendants are ugly, and they're always late.  So, where are you 

staying in Rome?" 
"We'll be at this exclusive little place over on Rome's       Tiber River called Teste." 
"Don't go any further.  I know that place.  Everybody thinks it’s going to be some-

thing special and exclusive, but it's really a dump." 
"We're going to go to see the Vatican and maybe get to see the Pope." 

"That's rich," laughed the hairdresser.  "You and a million other people trying to see 
him.  He'll look the size of an ant.  Boy, good luck on this lousy trip of yours.  You're 

going to need it."     
A month later, the woman again came in for a hairdo.  The hairdresser asked her 

about her trip to Rome. 

"It was wonderful," explained the woman, "not only were we on time in one of 
Alitalia’s brand new planes,  but it was overbooked, and they bumped us up to first 

class.  The food and wine were wonderful,  and I had a handsome 28-year-old 
steward who waited on me hand and  foot..   And the hotel was great!  They'd just 
finished a 5 million Euro remodelling job, and now it's a  jewel,  the finest hotel in 
the city.  They, too, were overbooked, so they apologized and gave us their own-

er's suite at no extra charge!" 
"Well," muttered the hairdresser,  "that's all well and good, but I know you didn't get 

to see the  Pope."   
"Actually, we were quite lucky, because as we toured the Vatican, a Swiss Guard 

tapped me on the shoulder, and explained that the Pope likes to meet some of the 
visitors, and if I'd be so kind as to step into his private room and wait, the Pope 
would personally greet me.  Sure enough, five minutes later, the Pope walked 

through the door and shook my hand!  I knelt down and he spoke a few words to 
me.." 

 

"Oh, really!  What'd he say?"   
 

He said: "Who f###d up your hair?" 
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Bob’s brain 
exercises 

Yep, it's that time of year again for us to take Bob’s 
senior citizen test.   

Exercise of the brain is as important as exercise of 
the muscles. As we grow older, it’s important to keep 

mentally alert. 
If you don’t use it, you will lose it!!! 

 

Here is a very private way to gauge how your memory 
compares to your last test. 

Some may think it is too easy, but the ones with 
memory problems may have difficulty.  Take this test 

to determine if you’re losing it or not.   Don’t look at the answers until you’ve 
answered the question.   OK, RELAX; clear your mind and begin.  

1. What do you put in a toaster? 

Answer: 'bread.' If you said 'toast', just give up now and go do something else.  
And, try not to hurt yourself; If you said, bread, go to Question #2. 

 2. Say 'silk' ten times. Now spell 'silk.' What do cows drink?   

Answer: Cows drink water. If you said 'milk,' don't attempt the next question. Your 
brain is already over-stressed and may even overheat. Content yourself with 
reading more appropriate literature such as Women's Weekly or Auto World.  

However, if you did say 'water', proceed to Question #3. 
3. If a red house is made from red bricks and a blue house is made from blue 
bricks and a pink house is made from pink bricks and a black house is made 

from black bricks, what is a green house made from?   

Answer: Greenhouses are made from glass.  If you said 'green bricks', why are you 
still reading this ???  PLEASE, go lie down!  But, if you said 'glass,' go on to 

Question #4.   
4. Please do not use a calculator for this for it would be cheating: 

You are driving a bus from Glasgow to London. 
In Carlisle, 17 people got on the bus. 

In Lancaster, 6 people get off the bus and 9 people get on. 
In Wigan, 2 people get off and 4 get on. 

In Stoke on Trent, 11 people get off and 16 people get on. 
In Bristol, 3 people get off and 5 people get on. 
And, in Camden, 6 people get off and 3 get on. 

You then arrive at London Station. 
Without going back to review, how old is the bus driver? 

 

 Answer: Oh, for crying out loud! 
Don't you remember your own age?!?! It was YOU driving the bus! 
If you pass this along to your friends, pray they do better than you. 

 PS: 95% of people fail most of the questions! 
 

Happy Valentines 
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 HRCR Discount Club 

This section is for businesses that offer discounts to our club members. If you know someone who will 

give club members a discount on their purchase they can advertise here for free.  
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Both Diesel & Unleaded increase by 30% in 10 years 
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Scenic Tours Awards Scheme 

 

 

 

 

Scenic Tours Awards Scheme 

For regular Scenic Tours entrants beginning this year there will be an added bonus, the oppor-
tunity to receive an award dependent upon the number of events completed. The scheme is open 
to all current members of the Historic Rally Car Register and both drivers and navigators will 
be eligible, registering either jointly or individually. Duplicate awards will be issued in the case 
of joint registrations.  The 2017 Scenic Tours Series comprises 16 events and medallions with 
the appropriate coloured bars will be awarded at the end of the series as follows: 

Gold for entry on 10 events 

Silver for entry on 7 events 

Bronze for entry on 5 events 

  

Signatures verifying your entries are to be obtained on the day from the Clerk of the Course/
Secretary of the event or the HRCR Scenic Tours Secretary, completed registration cards to be 
submitted at the end of the series. 
For further information and a registration card contact Roger Kerrison, HRCR Scenic Tours 
Secretary, tel. 01480 496072/07989 890470 or email: kerrisonroger@gmail.com. 
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This year is the eighth running of the North Yorkshire Classic Rally, brought 
to you by the same team of experienced competitors from York Motor Club, 
and offers an evolution of previous events.   

Once again based at the excellent start/finish venue, the Hawkhills near 
Easingwold, North of York (100 / 536676), competitors will experience a full 
circuit round the historic city of York with some new test venues to 
complement some old favourites. 

We intend to offer around 100 miles of regularities and about a dozen tests 
on maps 100, 105 and a tiny section of 99 for an entry fee of £130 which 
includes morning coffee, lunch and an evening meal for both crew members. 

Our aim is to offer you all a warm welcome, great value for money, fair and 
manageable navigation with hardly any whites and a great fun day’s 
motorsport. 

We are the 2nd
 round of the 2017 HRCR Hagerty Insurance Road Rally 

Championship and a qualifying round of the HRCR Premier Rally 
Championship and the ANCC Classic Championship 2017. 

 

North Yorkshire Classic contact information 

CLERK OF THE COURSE 

Roger Burkill 
0113 238 0809 (h) 
07796 713328 (m) 
e-mail: burkillfamily@sky.com 

CHIEF MARSHAL 

Dave Boyes 

07777654865 (m) 
e-mail: dave.boyes1@btinternet.com 

ENTRIES SECRETARY 

Suzanne Barker 
01347 811744 (h) 
07946583114 (m) 
e-mail: northyorksclassic@tiscali.co.uk 
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More of Bob’s Golfing Tales 
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Reports and tales of derring du 

Baking soft & fluffy bread for over 125 years 

A brilliant start to the new year with our visit to the Roberts Bakery 
on 4th January and the Roberts Family business really knows a 
thing or two about baking bread. That’s because we’ve been 
making fresh, fluffy loaves, baked to perfection since 1887. 
Roberts Bakery has grown from humble beginnings as a grocery 
store, which sold freshly baked bread to the residents of 
Northwich in the heart of Cheshire. Today the company delivers 
freshly baked goods to 

customers right across the North of England, North 
Wales and the Midlands. 
Over 3.5 million loaves of high quality bread, bread 
rolls and teacakes are made lovingly at the Roberts 
Bakery each week. You can see them rotating in our 
iconic cooling towers at the front of our bakery, a 
renowned local landmark in Cheshire – the area 
they still call home. 
Our visit  followed the gingerbread men production 
line from start to finish. Thousands of the little chaps 
are produced every minute, moving along on 
conveyor belts having their eyes and mm coat 
buttons fitted before being dried and packed. The 
eye- or button-less rejects get carted off to the local 
farm to fatten up the pigs.  
In the bread making area we saw flour, water and 
secret ingredients go in one end of a machine and 1 

cubic metre of dough come out of the other end after being mixed and kneaded. Then it was 
chopped into blocks, rounded on a revolving spiral before being weighed. To make an 800gram loaf 
each block needed to be 890grams anything +or– 2% was rejected and remixed.  Onwards and the 
loaves were then put in baking trays and a v shaped indentation put in the top. Apparently this gives 
the finished loaf a flat top. A 2 hour rising cycle before a 20 minute bake came next, you can’t rush 
nature.  Unfortunately the cutter and packing machine were down for maintenance so we didn’t see 
these in action. 
Over to the warehouse we went next to see pallets of confectionery going very quickly in one end 
and the similar happening at the other. The products have to be in the warehouse for up to a day to 
cool. This is because once inside their packaging the wrapping swells and then reduces as the 
products cool.  
We were given a fascinating talk on the history of the Bakery by the great great grand- daughter of 
the originator. Many thanks to all the staff and Phil Bateman for putting on the visit. An excellent 
afternoon out and well worth going. 
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Gaydon Open Day 
Pete Forrester checking      Cliff Porter, Anwen & Dick Robinson            John Horrocks, Anwen & Pete  
out the models    

 

 

then real thing    Lady Anwen's new motor   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     John Hunt on Scenic Runs 
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Pam’s Rally Photo Night 
Pam put on her Rally photograph night at the Parkgate Inn on the 17th January which was well supported and en-

joyed by all.   
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Sunday 22nd January was our visit to the AVRO 
Woodford Heritage Museum in Cheshire.  
Sir Alliott Verdon-Roe was a British aircraft 
manufacturer and AVRO was founded in 1910 and 
was based in the Manchester area from that date.  
His early design was the Avro 504 used as a trainer in 
the First World War.  

 

In 1936, the Avro Anson, developed for 
maritime reconnaissance, was found to be suitable 
as a multi-engined aircrew trainer, becoming the 
mainstay of the British Commonwealth Air Training 
Plan.  
 

The Avro Lancaster, one of the pre-eminent bombers of the Second World War 
entered service in 1942 and was built here 
along with the delta winged Avro Vulcan. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A full display of models of all the aircraft built at 
Woodford are on show including the Avro 748  
passenger plane and 
the Nimrod. Outside is 
a completely restored 
Vulcan and Nimrod 
Cockpit. 
 

 

AVRO 748 Queens Flight 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aircraft_manufacturer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aircraft_manufacturer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Avro_504
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_World_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Avro_Lancaster
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_World_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Avro_Vulcan
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My father worked at Woodford  from the late 1950s to the late 1970s and I have 
probably been to most of the air shows and sat in the cockpits of many of these 
planes. As a kid the romance of films such as the Dambusters never really brought 
home how difficult these planes were to fly.  
 

On display is an Avro Lancaster 1 cockpit as used in WW2 had one Pilot and Yoke 
with an engineer lay long side to operate the controls, a far cry from 2 Pilots talking to 
one another in a squeaky voice in the films. The Lancaster was initially equipped with 
four Nash & Thomson Frazer Nash hydraulically operated turrets mounted in the 
nose, tail, mid-upper and underside. The original tail turret was equipped with 
four  Browning .303 Mark II machine guns and all other turrets with two such machine 
guns. The .303 shells were no match for the 50mm cannon shells used by the 
German air force and the gunners would deliberately not fire and draw attention to 
themselves until they saw the whites of the enemies eyes. 
 

The Vulcan cockpit is also miniscule and entered by a narrow ladder. 
 

Avro also manufactured motor vehicles in the 
immediate post-WW1 era. Avro built the three-

wheeler Harper Runabout as well as their own light 
car. This was powered by a 1,330 cc 4-cylinder 
engine and wood and aluminium were used in an 
integral construction, similar to an aircraft.  In 
1927 Roe designed a two-wheeler car powered by a 
350cc Villiers air-cooled engine, which did not go 
into production. 
 

The museum is full of artifacts from this period.  The staff gave us a very interesting 1 
hour tour and another hour to browse, but to look at everything would take all day as 
there is so much stuff. I think we will be going back.   
 

The aerodrome has now been sold for housing and the Assembly buildings have now 
gone and the runways dug up and now used for arable crops. Luckily someone had 
the foresight to cram all the AVRO history into one building. Over 400 people, all 
volunteers work at the museum, many sifting through tonnes of archive material that 
is still available. BAE funded the building of the museum but now they rely solely on 
visitors to pay the bills.  
 

AVRO had a very active social side to it with clubs and societies from cricket to ping 
pong and of course the motor club.   There is a cabinet full of trophies from 
associations at Woodford are on display.  Even the Avro Woodford Motor Club was 
honoured with a trophy that had a certain S Gosling engraved on it in 1979. 
 

Well worth a visit. 
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HRCR NW Rally School 
 

On 4th February 2017 HRCR NW put on a tremendous Rally 

School and Training Day for those wanting to start historic 

rallying, get back into rallying or simply improve their historic 

rallying skills.  

Shôn Gosling gave a warm welcome to everyone and introduced the lecturers to the eager audience. 
Mike & Lorna Harrison then introduced them all 
with “What is Historic Rallying” The class then split 
into drivers and navigator. Geoff Doe (MSA 
Scrutineer) gave drivers a full run down on what 
they could and could not do to their cars and 
which safety equipment is recommended.  

Ryan Pickering showed navigators the route 
plotting techniques used in historic rallying and 
that which seemed difficult to begin with became 
obvious as the day progresses. We say “it’s only 
difficult if you don’t know how”.  Whether you 
want to do Scenic Runs or harder National B 
events, this was the place to start. 

After a morning break it was on to what is 
Rally “Time”. Shôn Gosling introducing  
beginners to Overall Time Schedules, Time 
Schedules, Standard Time, Scheduled Time, 
and Due Times.  Don Barrow followed on 
with Gizmos & Gadgets, showing everyone 
his vast array of equipment and lecturing on 
how to use them.   

Andy Pullan then introduced them to 
Regularity Timing  and explaining the 
various methods of  making sure they got to 
the secret controls and the right second. 

 

Duncan Wild gave a  quick introduction to “Special Tests “ in the classroom and later put the beginners 
through their paces around the cones. 

During a working Lunch navigators get to plot a route Beginners route was for the afternoon Scenic 
Navigational Run & Special Test. The Advanced Course tackling a far more rigorous type of plotting. 
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HRCR NW Rally School 
 

During a working Lunch navigators get to plot a route Beginners route was for the afternoon Scenic 
Navigational Run & Special Test. The Advanced Course tackling a far more rigorous type of plotting. 

Out onto the road to see how it’s done and then a chance to navigate a Special Test.  ”Left of this” to 
some may mean “left of that” to others. Myths and magic are dispelled during on our run and test when 
you simply have to put into practice what you have learnt and find your way around. 

After another break and debrief the Rally School Closes at 4.30pm so you can make your way home. 

Included in the course is a Driver’s Rally Pack with some useful tools, Spares List, Rally School Booklet..., 
Navigator’s Rally Pack - Romer, Pencils, Rubber, Map, Rally School booklet… Refreshments all day - Tea, 
Coffee, Juice on arrival, mid-morning break, Lunch and afternoon break. Tuition from “Top Flight” HRCR 
Drivers and Navigators and a scenic navigational exercise in the afternoon & Special Test practice. 
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MoD awards £269m deal for system to protect 
aircraft carriers 

 

Strathclyde University partners in €30m smart 
farming project 

 
 

The government has awarded a £269 million contract to 
Lockheed Martin for the Crowsnest system to protect the 
Queen Elizabeth-class aircraft carriers.  Under the deal, 
Thales UK has been subcontracted to provide the system, 
work on which will sustain more than 200 UK jobs in Craw-
ley, Havant and Yeovil. Lockheed Martin, as the prime con-
tractor for Crowsnest, will integrate the selected Thales so-
lution on to the Merlin Mk2 helicopter fleets. This work will 
be supported by Leonardo Helicopters, who will modify the 
fleet to fit Crowsnest. The contract also includes £9 million 
for initial provisioning of spares to support the Crowsnest 
system during training and operational deployment. The 

Thales solution is an updated and improved version of the Cerberus tactical sensor suite, currently in service 
on the Sea King Mk7 helicopter. The design is comprised of a single mechanically scanned radar head, 
which uses a novel system to provide 360-degree visibility from the underside of the helicopter, which then 
folds up to the side of the aircraft when not in operation. Harriett Baldwin, minister for defence procurement, 
said: “Crowsnest will provide a vital intelligence, surveillance and tracking system for our new Queen Eliza-
beth-class aircraft carriers, capable of detecting any potential threats at sea. “Backed by our rising defence 
budget, and our £178 billion equipment plan, Crowsnest will help keep our armed forces safe as they deploy 
in every ocean around the world for decades to come. Crowsnest will form an integral part of the Carrier En-
abled Power Projection capability, which will deliver the two Queen Elizabeth aircraft carriers – the largest 

Academics at the University of Strathclyde in Glasgow have been 
named as partners in the four year Internet of Food and Farm 
(IoF2020) project, co-funded by the European Union through Hori-
zon 2020, which aims to improve productivity and sustainability in 
the farming sector. The €30 million project aims to encourage large
-scale take-up of Internet of Things (IoT) technologies, which have 
the potential to help the European farming and food sector face 
future challenges through real-time monitoring, better decision 
making, and improved operations management. Focusing on 19 
trials throughout Europe, the project will explore five agri-food are-
as: arable farming, dairy, meat, vegetables and fruits. Dr Craig 
Michie and Professor Ivan Andonovic of the university’s Depart-

ment of Electronic and Electrical Engineering, will advise on how dairy producers can implement IoT technology to 
maximise the productivity and profitability of their farms. This will involve trialling technology with farms and evalu-
ating the results, before making recommendations to Horizon 2020 to help shape how they should be implemented 
within the wider agriculture sector. Dr Michie said: “From monitoring cattle movement, remotely assessing milk 
quality or detecting breeding and welfare problems, IoT products for the farming industry have the potential to sig-
nificantly improve productivity and sustainability, while saving farmers time and money. “Once IoT technologies are 
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Chemring reports improved results - Defence group Chemring has posted a full-year 
pre-tax profit of £8 million, reversing the previous year’s £9.1 million loss. The company 
was boosted by the weaker pound, which increased its revenues for the year by 27% to 
£477 million. 

Safran agrees to buy Zodiac Aerospace - French aerospace supplier Safran has 
agreed to acquire Zodiac Aerospace in a deal which values the plane cabin interiors 
specialist at €8.5 billion. The boards of both companies support the deal, but it still 
requires shareholder and regulatory approval. 

Airbus to test flying car by year end - Airbus' chief executive Tom Enders told a 
technology conference in Germany that the company plans to test a flying car by the end 
of the year. Airbus has been working on vertical take-off and landing technology that 
would enable vehicles to pick up passengers in busy urban areas, and has said it 
expects to be putting them into production by 2021. 

Carbon Trust launches innovation competition for offshore wind - The Carbon 
Trust’s Offshore Wind Accelerator has launched a new global competition to find and 
fund the development of innovative solutions to a challenge facing the offshore wind 
farm industry: how to monitor the condition of subsea cables to ensure that they are not 
damaged during the load out and installation process. The competition closes on the 13 
February 2017. Applicants can access full details of the competition here. 

BAE creates deflector shield - BAE Systems is developing a new laser solution to 
enhance the military’s ability to observe enemy activities over greater distances. The 
Laser Developed Atmospheric Lens simulates the reflective properties of the ionosphere 
and desert mirages by using a high-power laser system to exploit the ‘Kerr Effect’, in 
order to temporarily ionise or heat a small region of atmosphere, which can be used to 
magnify or change the path of electromagnetic waves, such as light and radio signals. It 
can also be used as ‘deflector shield’ to protect troops from incoming attacks by high-

power laser weapons. 

Zenos Cars falls into administration - Norfolk automotive manufacturer Zenos 
Cars has gone into administration after suffering from a spate of cancelled export orders. 
It is understood administrators Begbies Traynor are looking to sell the business as a 
going concern.  

 

https://www.carbontrust.com/about-us/tenders/offshore-wind-accelerator-cable-condition-assessment-competition
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ETI says tidal energy plagued by cost discrepancies - Tidal energy is at risk of 
being priced-out of an increasingly cost-competitive low-carbon market in the UK, 
unless a successful Contract for Difference agreement can be implemented, 
according to the Energy Technologies Institute. The ETI has called for a shift in focus 
to exploit tidal stream technology commercially. It says the technology can compete 
with other energy sources “over the coming decades” but only if costs are reduced. 

MTC and DTI sign deal for greater collaboration - The Manufacturing 
Technology Centre has strengthened its relationship with the Danish Technological 
Institute. The organisations have signed a ‘letter of intent’ signalling greater 
collaboration after working together for the past 12 months on a pan-European 
automation project called ROBOTT-NET. 

First UK firm secures Nadcap accreditation - Worcester-based castings specialist 
Aeromet International has become the first UK company to achieve National 
Aerospace and Défense Contractors Accreditation Program (Nadcap) accreditation for 
measurement and inspection. Nadcap is an industry-managed approach to assess 
conformity of ‘special processes’ set by a group of technical experts from prime 
customers, suppliers and the UK’s National Measurement Institute. 

Guide suggests diversification opportunities for oil and gas firms - Scottish 
Enterprise has published a guide for the oil and gas industry which highlights 
diversification opportunities markets including offshore wind. Oil and Gas 
Diversification Opportunities highlights offshore grouting company FoundOcean and 
manufacturer Flowline Specialist who have successfully expanded into the offshore 
wind industry. 
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Always obey the country 
code 
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Oh Yeah….. Oh Yeah…. On this day.....   

Wednesday 8th February 1956 

61 years ago 

Unveiled in 1954, the AEC 
Routemaster double-decker bus went 
into service in London.The first bus 
route to be operated by the Routemaster 
was the 2, with RM1.The Routemaster 
was developed between 1947 and 1956 
by a team directed by AAM Durrant 
and Colin Curtis, with vehicle styling 
by Douglas Scott. The design brief was 
to produce a vehicle that was lighter 
(hence more fuel-efficient), easier to 
operate and that could be maintained by 
the existing maintenance practices at 
the recently opened Aldenham Works, but with easier and lower-cost servicing 
procedures. The resulting vehicle seated 64 passengers despite being three-quarters 
of a ton lighter than buses in the RT family, which seated 56. It was an innovative 
design and used lightweight aluminium along with techniques developed in 
aircraft production during World War II. As well as a novel, weight-saving 
integral design, it also introduced for the first time on a bus independent front 
suspension, power steering, a fully automatic gearbox and power-hydraulic 
braking. This surprised some early drivers, who found the chassis unexpectedly 
light and nimble compared with older designs, especially as depicted on film on 
tests at the Chiswick Works skid pan. Footage of RM200 undergoing the skid test 
at Chiswick was included in the 1971 film On the Buses. The Routemaster was a 
departure from the traditional chassis/body construction method. It was one of the 
first "integral" buses, with a combination of an "A" steel sub-frame (including 
engine, steering and front suspension) and a rear "B" steel sub-frame (carrying rear 
axle and suspension), connected by an aluminium body. The gearbox was mounted 
on the underside of the body structure with shafts to the engine and back axle.The 
Routemaster outlasted several of its replacement types in London, survived the 
privatisation of the former London Transport bus operators and was used by other 
operators around the UK. Most Routemasters were built for London Transport, 
although small numbers were built for British European Airways and the Northern 
General Transport Company. A total of 2,876 Routemasters were built with 1,280 
still in existence. In modern UK public transport bus operation, the old-fashioned 
features of the standard Routemaster were both praised and criticised. The open 
platform, while exposed to the elements, allowed boarding and alighting in places 
other than official stops; and the presence of a conductor allowed minimal 
boarding time and optimal security, but with greater labour costs. Despite the 
retirement of the original version, the Routemaster has retained iconic status, and 
is considered a British cultural icon. In the late 2000s work began on a New 
Routemaster bus inspired by the Routemaster's traditional design. It entered 
service in February 2012. 


