
170200 HRCR Midlands Newsletter final 1 

 

 

   HRCR MIDLANDS NEWSLETTER : FEBRUARY 2017 
 

FORTHCOMING HRCR MIDLANDS EVENTS 

 

 

 

This years Race Retro has demonstrations by two very significant rally drivers. If you 
never saw them in period, here’s your opportunity. 

 

Feb 18 HRCR AWARDS EVENING 

 The Annual Dinner Dance and Awards Presentation will be again at the Hellidon Lakes 
Hotel on Saturday 18th February 2017, with the HRCR AGM on the Sunday morning.  

Following last year’s success, the format for the evening will be similar to that of last year, 
being a three course meal interspersed with guest speakers and the presentation of 
awards, all rounded off - by popular request - with dancing to the live music of the Steel 
Weasels till 1.00am. 

 A Ticket Booking form was issued with December’s issue of Old Stager, together with an 
Accommodation Reservation form. These forms, when completed should be sent to 
David Holmes via david@rishworthholmes.com or mailed to 15 The High Leys, Crick, 
Northants NN6 7TE. No bookings will be accepted after Monday 13 February 2017 

 Where and Time : Hellidon Lakes Golf and Spa Hotel, Daventry, Northants NN11 6GG : 
7.00 for 7.30pm with dancing until 1am..  
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Feb 19 HRCR ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 Every club has to have one and HRCR is no different.  

 Where and Time : Hellidon Lakes Hotel : 10:30am  
 
Feb 24 - 26 RACE RETRO INTERNATIONAL HISTORIC MOTORSPORT SHOW  

Whilst this event is yet another motorsport show, it does feature some outdoor rally 
action. But that is not all. There are four halls with exhibition stands, a Live Stage, 
displays, auto jumble, classic cars, competition cars, rally cars, motorcycles and new 
features for 2017. 

Both Ari Vatanen and Markku Alen are scheduled to appear as well whilst another driver 
sometimes reckoned to be ‘the greatest driver ever to have raced in the Le Mans 24 
hours race’ will be there. Tom Kristensen, Guy Smith’s fellow driver of the 2003 Le Mans 
winning Bentley, should also be present on the Saturday 25 February.  

For those wishing to learn more about historic rallying but have not taken advantage of 
HRCR North West’s excellent Rally School courses, HERO is offering what it calls 
‘introductory training’ on Sunday 26th February, being ‘essential for anyone attempting 
classic rallying as well as tackling endurance events such as Le Jog’. Further details were 
given in last month’s Newsletter. 

  Where and time :  Stoneleigh Park, Coventry, CV8 2LZ 

  Opening Times : Friday      24th February 2017  9:30am to 5:30pm 
     Saturday  25th February 2017  9:30am to 5:30pm 
     Sunday    26th February 2017  9:30am to 4:30pm 

 
March 19 PAINTWORX AGBO STAGES RALLY : WESTON PARK 

This stage rally is local and the first round of both the HRCR Old Stager Rally and Mini 
Cup Championships (or their successors). Consequently, HRCR Midlands will be offering 
its support to the organisers, Owen Motor Club.   

The event is expected to be effectively a single venue rally in the delightful grounds of 
this country house off the A5.  

 Where and time : Weston Park, Staffs : times to be given in March’s Newsletter but likely 
to be an early start, especially if you are marsalling. 

 
April 8 – 9 KICK RALLY OF DERBYSHIRE 

One of the local rounds of the HRCR Premier Rally Championship for which marshals are 
always required by Matlock Motor Club. So please come and support one of your ‘local’ 
HRCR championship events. 

Where and time : see later Newsletter for details 
 

April 28 - 30 7th DONINGTON HISTORIC FESTIVAL 

Please see the separate article elsewhere in this issue.  

Whilst HRCR Midlands is likely to be back at the Festival, it is unlikely to be for all three 
days, for which the previous six time slots took a lot of filling.  

Where and time : Donington Park Racing Circuit : exact times yet to be confirmed  

 
June 4 DERBYSHIRE DALES DRIVE 

This will be the fifth running of our own round of the HRCR Scenic Tour Series which 
continues to be developed from the experience and entrant feedback gained from 
previous events. 

Where and time : Abbotsholme School, Rocester for both the Start and Finish with a  
picnic lunch at another location. The first car is likely to depart at 1001hrs. 
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July  FIELD DAY AND GYMKHANA 

Following the success of last year’s inaugural event, for which the overall winner received 
the Andy Gibson Trophy, it is intended to return to the Prosser farm. One development 
could be the provision of a barbecue if someone is prepared to organise it. 

Farming considerations and fickle British weather understandably mean that the actual 
date cannot be decided until nearer the time. However, it is likely to be 16 or 23 July, 
with 30 July being a backup if needs be. 

 Where and time : Waste Farm, Hurley, Atherstone, CV9 2LR, easily located just off J10 
on the M42. Signing On and Scrutineering probably at 1:00pm. 

 

‘LOCAL’ AND OTHER EVENTS OF POSSIBLE INTEREST 

As ever, please confirm details with the relevant event organisers 
 

Key to HRCR Events 

1 HRCR Scenic Tour Series  

2 HRCR Hagerty Insurance Clubmans Road Rally Championship  

3 HRCR Augment Automotive Speed Series Hill Climb + Sprint 
Championship 

 

4 HRCR Old Stager Asphalt Historic Rally Championship  

5 HRCR Stage Masters Historic Stage Rally Challenge  

6 HRCR Premier Rally Championship (road rallies)  

HRCR Date Event Contact 

 4 Feb HRCR Rally School : The Hall, Marthall, Cheshire  Shon.gosling@btinternet.com 

 8-12 Feb Retromobile Show : Porte De Versailles, Paris  +33 1 7677 1179 

6 
11-12 Feb 

Bruce Robinson Rally : Lincolnshire 
HRCR Premier Rally Championship  

www.brucerobinsonrally.co.uk 

 

 
17/19 Feb 

Historic Automobile Fair & Auction : Olympia 
London 

0207 385 1200 

 18 Feb Donington Winterseries : Round 4 
http://www.loughboroughcar
club.co.uk/ 

 
 

BTRDA Clubmans Rallycross Test Day : Blyton 
Circuit, Lincolnshire 

01527 525720 

 
19 Feb 

Riponian Rally : North Yorks Forests 
ANECCC Stage Rally Championship: 

01845 525985 

  MG Show & Spares Day : Stoneleigh Park, Warks.  0844 854 0064 

 
23-26 Feb 

Historic Motorsport International and London 
Classic Car Show : ExCeL London 

01372 414120 

6 
25-26 Feb 

Bath Festival Rally : Bath 
HRCR Premier Rally Championship 

www.bathmotorclub.co.uk/festival 

 

6 
 

John Robson Rally : OS maps 86,87 + 92 
HRCR Premier Rally Championship 

www.hexhammotorclub.co.uk 

 
2/6 4 Mar 

Tour of Cheshire : Cheshire & Staffordshire  
HRCR Clubmans Road Rally Championship Round 
1 and Premier Rally Championship 

01829 260813 

  John Harris (Derbyshire) Trial : Ashover, Derbys www.vscc.co.uk 

 

5 
4-5 Mar 

Mid Wales Stages : Newtown, Powys 
MSA British Rally Championship and HRCR Stage 
Masters Historic Stage Rally Challenge  

CANCELLED 
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6 5 Mar 
Saltire Classic : Perth + Kinross 
HRCR Premier Rally Championship 

www.saltirerallyclub.co.uk 

 
11 Mar 

Malcolm Wilson Rally : Cumbria 
ANECCC Stage Rally Championship 

01524 822574 

 
12 Mar 

Rallycross : Blyton Circuit, Lincolnshire  
BTRDA Clubmans Rallycross Championship 

01427 628922 

 
16 Mar 

Dunlop MSA British Touring Car Season Launch 
: Donington Park Circuit 

01332 810048 

 
18 Mar 

Border Counties Rally : Kielder Forest 
ANECCC Stage Rally Championship 

0191 488 9596 

 

6 25-26 Mar 
Moonbeam Rally : Shropshire 
HRCR Premier Rally Championship 

Telford MC 

2/6 26 Mar 
North Yorkshire Classic Rally  
HRCR Clubmans Road Rally Championship Round 
2 + Premier Rally Championship 

www.yorkmotorclub.co.uk 

 

6 31 Mar – 2 
Apr 

Flying Scotsman Reliability Trial : Slaley Hall, 
County Durham to Gleneagles 
HRCR Premier Rally Championship 

http://www.endurorally.com/
pages/flying-scotsman-rally-
2017 

6 1-2 Apr 
Night Owl Rally : Mid Wales 
HRCR Premier Rally Championship 

http://www.aberystwythmoto
rclub.co.uk 

1 
Taith Cymru : Powys + Mid Wales 
HRCR Scenic Tour series 

HRCR South Wales 
www.hrcr.co.uk 

2 
9 Apr 

Ilkley Jubilee Rally : Yorkshire OS 99, 100 + 105 
HRCR Clubmans Road Rally Championship R’d 3 

www.jubilee-rally.org 

6 15-16 Apr 
The Devils Tour : Wiltshire 
HRCR Premier Rally Championship 

https://www.ddmc.co.uk/the-
devils-tour 

3 22 Apr 
Aintree Sprint : Liverpool 
HRCR Augment Automotive Speed Series Hill Climb + 
Sprint Championship Round 1 

www.liverpoolmotorclub.com 

 

6 22-23 Apr 
Primrose Trophy Rally : Lancashire 
HRCR Premier Rally Championship 

www.cdmconline.com 

1 23 Apr 
Corinium Run : Cotswolds 
HRCR Scenic Tour series 

www.cirencestercarclub.com 

6 
Berwick Classic Rally : Northumberland etc. 
HRCR Premier Rally Championship 

www.berwickclassicrally.co.uk 

4 
30 April Dixies Historic Challenge : Epynt 

HRCR Old Stager Asphalt Historic Rally Championship 
Round 2 

www.southwalesac.com 

 

 

REPORTS 

Reports and articles with historic rallying interest are very much welcomed. The views expressed are not 
necessarily those of either the Region’s Management Team or the HRCR Committee. All rights are 
reserved by the respective contributors and their particular permission is required for reproduction of any 
material in this Newsletter. 

 
HRCR OPEN DAY, GAYDON : 14 JANUARY 2017 

HRCR’s annual alternative to the NEC’s Autosport Show ran concurrently as usual, offering a greater 
focus on historic rallying and no entry charges. There was also the added attraction this year of the 
revamped British Motor Museum being open for visitors, having been closed the previous year. 

The external display of period rally cars seemed larger than usual, some not having been seen before or 
certainly in recent times. 
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The Midlands Region launched its 2017 Derbyshire Dales Drive (DDD) and promoted itself and its 
activities with rolling PowerPoint displays of the DDD and the events that it had put on during 2016. Being 
in the larger hall with the central car displays, the location of its stand was arguably better than the 
previous year in that visitor numbers and interest in entering seemed to be greater. Hopefully such 
interest will be converted into actual entries although previous research of past events had revealed that 
not as many entries as one might think actually come from being at Gaydon. But with 2017 being the fifth 
running of the tour, it seems to have achieved the desirable pedigree, standing and reputation that 
encourages people to enter and part of that has been gained fro just being present and seen to be an 
active part of the HRCR scene.   

The contribution to rallying by the evergreen Willy Cave were recognised by a presentation and a speech 
by Club President Paddy Hopkirk, all carried out by Sebring-nosed Austin Healey Sprite PMO 200 that 
was one of the show’s centrepieces. It was just a shame that there were no microphones, making it 
difficult to hear what was being said amid the adjacent hubbub of voices.  

At the end of the day, those who had manned the stand at various times considered that the event had 
been good for HRCR Midlands and HRCR Secretary Tony Barron later said that the Saturday had been a 
great success in every department. Any idea of visiting the Autosport Show must now wait another year. 

   

MOTORING NEWS FORUM : HRCR OPEN DAY: 14 JANUARY 2017 

2017 marks the 30
th
 anniversary of the last Motoring News Road Rally Championship. To celebrate this, 

HRCR gathered together a group of drivers and navigators who took part and in many cases won the 
championship.  

The Forum followed on from the Open Day at British Motor Museumand the evening was introduced by 
HRCR’s Old Stager Championship co-ordinator  Simon Malins, with Howard Davies (Gwyndaf Evans’ co-
driver) acting as master of ceremonies.  

Proceedings started with Graham Robson and Rob Lyall giving a brief history of how the MN 
championship came into being. In 1961, the then Sports Editor of Motoring News, Stuart Turner, with help 
from Graham Robson and John Brown set up a National Championship for night road rallying. There was 
a British Rally Championship but it attracted little interest even amongst those within the sport. The MN 
championship quickly established itself as the premier road rallying series attracting sponsorship and 
media coverage.  

Then came contributions from two groups of former championship drivers and navigators. The first group 
represented the early years, included Don Barrow, Nigel Raeburn, Cec Offley, John Bloxham and Brian 
Dennis, with Barry Williams being invited on stage rather than heckling from the back.   

Predictably there were lots of anecdotes, many referring to gates - either their closing to slow down 
following crews; tools carried for opening thereof on short cuts and complete removal when the car lost 
contact with the tarmac.   

The Tour of Mull was voted to be the best rally on the circuit. This event was unique amongst MN events 
in starting in daylight on Saturday afternoon with roads mainly on forest tracks followed by the night road 
sections.   

A short intermission was followed by the second group from the middle and latter MN periods. It consisted 
of Ron Beecroft, Bill Gwynne, David Kirkham, Terry Thorp, Steve King, and Peter Vaughan. Once again 
the reminiscences with tales of mishap and mayhem came thick and fast, with Howard Davies attempting 
to keep some semblance of order. To recall just one “tale”; one Saturday afternoon a driver and navigator 
were recceing an oft used Welsh road. The driver noted three crests before the road went downhill 
through an “S” bend with lots of gravel. He also noted that he should be warned to slow down at this point 
before a square right. However, on the rally, the navigator forgot this vital instruction allowing the car to 
arrive at the square right going far too fast. In response, the driver employed the “standard” technique of 
throwing the car in sideways, hitting a gate in the process with the rear of the car. At the finish, whilst the 
said driver was recounting the tale to fellow competitors, a mate interjected with “I was sitting on the 
gate!” 

This group voted the Cilwendeg Rally their favourite event with honourable mentions for the Tour of Mull 
and RL Brown rallies. The Cilwendeg used the maze of roads all within a 20 mile radius of Newcastle 
Emlyn. This led to the frightening sight of two competitors approaching each other at some speed before 
each turning right at an offset crossroads.  

The evening, ably chaired by Howard, was very well received by all who attended.  

        Ford Prefect 
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AN EVENING WITH GUY SMITH : 16 JANUARY 2017 : PART 1 

 

 

Guy Smith joined Tom Kristensen and ‘Dindo’ Capello to bring Bentley 
back to its former winning ways at Le Mans 

The day after tacking the Jack Frost Stages Rally at Croft, at which he retired the Fiesta R5 with 
mechanical problems, Guy Smith came to talk about his racing and rallying career to date. Since this 
required a good turnout, other local motor clubs were invited and some 36 people assembled in the same 
room at the Coopers Arms on Weston-upon-Trent that had been used for the inaugural meeting that lead 
to the re-launch of HRCR Midlands a few years ago now.   

I had first met Guy when he was part of the Bentley M-Sport Team’s visit to the Swift Gallery in Fenton, 
Stoke-on-Trent the previous May where his contribution was very impressive. On the principle that 
‘nothing ventured, nothing gained’ and knowing that he had done some historic rallying, I asked if he 
would be prepared to give HRCR Midlands a talk during the winter months.. Graciously he accepted the 
challenge but the date would have to fit in with his international racing commitments. Eventually it was 
fixed for mid January. 

Guy’s interest in motor sport began when he started driving at the age of five in a kart built by Dave Scott 
who was racing in Formula 3 and was also a Lotus test driver. He was also well aware that his father was 
road rallying at the time, watching him work on the car. In 1986 he became ten years old and so permitted 
to race karts - it is now six! He found the karting scene very friendly and fun and became a UK triple junior 
champion in 1986, Belgian Junior Kart Champion in 1987 and second in four more Junior Karting 
championships in 1989 and 1990.  

The following year, Guy moved into World and European Senior Karting where success made him the 
McLaren / Autosport Young Kartist of the Year. He also passed his driving test though his heel and toeing 
was not altogether appreciated by the examiner.  

1992 saw him move into single-seater racing and the Formula Vauxhall Junior Championship with First 
Time Racing. Whilst the drive had to be paid for, funding came from suppliers to the family’s Swift 
caravan business. Clearly the karting experience proved beneficial when he took second place in the 
championship. 

For 1993, he again took second place in a championship, this time being British Formula Ford and using 
a works entered, Scholar-engined Swift SC93F – a firm that had no links to caravans. The year also saw 
him again in the reckoning for a McLaren Autosport award, this time as a finalist for the Young Driver of 
the Year.  

After a year in the British Formula Vauxhall Championship in which he took third place, Guy was with 
Manor Motorsport and a Van Diemen FR95 for the 1995 British Formula Renault Championship. Whilst 
the year cost £50,000 exclusive of other sponsorship, it must have been worth it since he became 
Champion and also test drove a Williams F1 car at Silverstone, Renault being the team’s engine supplier 
at the time. Knowing that the F1 car had to be paddle-shifted and of which he had no experience, he 
practiced beforehand in gaming arcades. Guy was just three-tenths off Damon Hill’s time and he 
discovered that this was the level of racing where he wanted to be. However, he was but 21 years old, an 
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age generally considered to be too young for F1 at the time. In retrospect, he rather regrets not keeping in 
touch with Williams to continue as a test driver for the team. 

For 1996 he was in British Formula Three with Fortec Racing with one Juan Pablo Montoya as a team 
mate. The Dallara F396 used engines supplied by Mitsubishi who also subsidised the drive. The results 
were not so good as the Honda unit was a better engine and at the end of the year he was but sixth in the 
Championship and came tenth at the F3 Macau Grand Prix. Even so, he was generally content with the 
progress of his career. 

1997 saw Guy still in F3 but with DC Cook Motorsport with almost a free drive. But this time he finished 
lower in the championship and realised that he was perhaps there only to provide data for Paula Cook’s 
drive.  The year also included his first run in a FIA GT car, a Ford Saleen Mustang run by Cirtek 
Motorsport at Spa.  

For 1998, Guy decided to do no more F3 but F3000 was too expensive. So he looked elsewhere and 
found an opportunity to go to America for the CART PPG Indy Lights Championship, a feeder series to 
Indy Car. He joined Stefan Johansson and drove a Lola Buick T97/20 to third place in the championship 
and so become Rookie of the Year as well.  

Guy remained in Indy Lights for 1999 and with a Lola Buick but with Forsythe Championship Racing. But 
the results were not as good as they had been with Johansson so when Steffan asked him to return to his 
team for 2000, he did so, but now it would not be in open wheelers but rather sports racing cars. 

The Johansson / Matthews Racing team had decided to run a Le Mans Prototype (LMP) 1 Reynard / 
Judd V10-engined car in both the American Le Mans Series (ALMS) and also at Le Mans. Guy knew 
nothing about Le Mans and had no particular interest in such at the time. The car proved not to be a good 
one (but could do 200mph) and the Johansson / Smith pairing finished just 15

th
 in the ALMS series and 

retired at Le Mans after 1331 laps, sufficient to make Guy ‘Rookie of the Year’. Even so, Guy was 
disillusioned and wondered what to do for 2001. 

John Wickham had been Team Manager for Spirit F1 and Audi Sport UK and advised Guy to go to 
Bentley who were about to embark on a three year programme with the aim of winning the Le Mans 
24hour classic and which John would be overseeing. By now, Bentley was part of the Volkswagen Audi 
Group (VAG) so Guy was able to drive with Stefan Johansson in an LPK999 Audi R8 in ALMS and 
Bentley for Le Mans. 

The Bentley Le Mans project was a brave decision since the team was tight on finances. Even so, it 
aimed high and Guy’s co-drivers were Martin Brundle and Stefan Ortelli. Things went very well and Martin 
was in either first or second place when he handed the car over to Guy. The rain was torrential and since 
the car was on intermediates, it aquaplaned at 40mph and had steamed-up windows. Furthermore, the 
gearbox became jammed in sixth gear and became stuck out on track at Arnage when lying in third place. 
Even so, Bentley was back and Guy had gained experience of both real endurance racing and a great 
deal of knowledge from Brundle and Ortelli. 

For 2002, Guy was retained as both test and reserve driver for Bentley, demonstrating the team’s faith in 
the capabilities of their driver. He benefited from lots of seat time and mileages and although 30 hours 
pounding round at Paul Ricard is not glamorous. Although the team knew that the car was not good 
enough to win, it entered just one car for Le Mans and dispensed with the services of Brundle and Ortelli 
Clearly the stage was being set for a win in Year 3 of the project. 

During the same year, Guy was with the Jim Matthews Racing team in the ALMS and Grand American 
Rolex Series, driving a Riley and Scott LMP900 with Jim Matthews and Marc Goossens. After leading for 
most of the race, the crew took second place at the Daytona 24hrs race and third at the Sebring 12hrs.  

2003 was the big year, being the last of the three year Team Bentley project to return to Le Mans as 
victors. The Bentley EXP Speed 8 was a new car and one that Guy considers to be smooth and quick, 
capable of being driven to Tescos and having the advantage of Michelin tyres. Guy’s team mates for Le 
Mans in car #7 were to be no less than Tom Kristensen and Rinaldo Capello. Sister car #8 was to be 
driven by David Brabham, Johnny Herbert and Mark Blundell.  

The team went to the Sebring 12hours race in March and the #7 trio came fourth, the outing perhaps 
being something of a dry run for June’s Le Mans where Team Bentley won outright, achieving its 
objective and adding to the proud history of Bentley at Le Mans. The result also gave Tom Kristensen his 
fifth and fourth consecutive win at Le Mans. 

Somehow, Guy also found time in 2003 to enter FIA GT races with Team Maranello Concessionaires in a 
Ferrari 360 Modena, coming sixth overall with Andrew Kirkaldy in the race at Donington Park. 
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A photo signed by the Le Mans-winning trio found on eBay 

At this point in the evening, there was a break in the evening for the recharging glasses and comfort 
before finding out why, after his international racing successes, Guy decided to do some historic and 
other rallies. This is now echoed by a break in this report, the second half of which will appear in the next 
issue of this Newsletter.  

 

 

VISIT TO AVRO HERITAGE MUSEUM, WOODFORD : 22 JANUARY 2017 

 

A cold day and a Cold War AVRO 698 (aka Vulcan) ,all now permanently grounded.  

HRCR NW arranged a visit to a new museum dedicated to the history of A V Roe in the Manchester area 
and also its later incarnations as part of Hawker Siddeley and British Aerospace. Having lived close to the 
airfield in Woodford between the ages of 12 ands 23 during the heyday of the Vulcan, the visit provided a 
great opportunity to both reminisce and find out more of what went on behind the perimeter fences. 

Peter Haynes and Andy Fowkes also joined some 24 forming the HRCR NW party at the new museum 
created from the former airfield fire station. The building is something of a Tardis, offering much more of 
great interest inside than one might imagine from its exterior. Whilst the conversion works had been paid 
for by BAE, the museum now has to be self-supporting and is run by volunteers.  

The group was split into two or three subgroups, each with a knowledgeable guide who explained the 
development of the company. All of its sites have now vanished from the aviation scene, the main 
Woodford site now becoming a massive Redrow housing estate. 
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Parts of the airframes and other components were manufactured at Chadderton near Oldham and taken 
by road to Woodford for final assembly of the aircraft and I well remember wing sections being taken into 
the factory on low loaders. 

The significant aircraft that came out of Woodford were the Anson, Lancaster, Shackleton, Vulcan, 748 
and Nimrod. A mock-up of the front end of a Lancaster fuselage was in the museum as well as the 
complete cockpit of a Vulcan in which it was hard to imagine seven persons could be housed therein. 
Another feature was a tracking computer from the fourth iteration of the Nimrod and of which Andy 
volunteered to take control. The process of hunting and locating submarines was explained, drawing the 
final comment from Andy of ‘Can I bomb it now?’        

 

  

Ancient (Pre-War Avro Anson cockpit) and ……... Almost Modern (part of the Vulcan’s flight deck) 

The opportunity was also taken to have side discussions as to how HRCR Midlands and HRCR NW might 
work more closely together even though it was accepted that, given the great geographical spread of the 
two areas, it is often hard enough to encourage members therein to come to their ‘own’ meetings, let 
alone join up with folk from other regions.  

Nonetheless, it was thought that it would indeed be mutually beneficial to work together since there would 
be suitable events and opportunities to do so, probably within the North Staffordshire / South Cheshire 
area, this visit to Woodford being a prime example.  

So, given this intention to go forward together, all that is now needed is the identification of possibilities. 
Any ideas? 

David Yorke 

 

CHANGES FOR THE 2017 HRCR SCENIC TOUR SERIES 

For regular Scenic Tours entrants, beginning this year there will be an added bonus, the opportunity to 
receive an award dependent upon the number of events completed. The scheme is open to all current 
members of the Historic Rally Car Register and both drivers and navigators will be eligible, registering 
either jointly or individually. Duplicate awards will be issued in the case of joint registrations. 

The 2017 Scenic Tours Series will comprise 16 events and medallions with the appropriatecoloured bars 
will be awarded at the end of the series as follows: 

• Gold for entry on 10 events 

•  Silver for entry on 7 events 

• Bronze for entry on 5 events 

Signatures verifying your entries are to be obtained on the day from the Clerk of the Course / Secretary of 
the event or the HRCR Scenic Tours Secretary, completed registration cards to be submitted at the end 
of the series. 

For further information and a registration card, contact Roger Kerrison, HRCR Scenic Tours Secretary, 
tel. 01480 496072/07989 890470 or email: kerrisonroger@gmail.com . 
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2017 DONINGTON HISTORIC FESTIVAL AND THE MSV TAKEOVER 

By mid January, MotorSport Vision (MSV) had reached an agreement with Kevin Wheatcroft (owner and 
operator of Donington Park) to take over both the circuit business and a 21 year lease of the Donington 
Park Estate. 

This is great news since Donington Park has a unique place in the history of UK motor sort, beginning 
when it hosted its first event in 1931, a motorcycle race, on the narrow lanes of the estate. The circuit was 
the first permanent road circuit in the country and expanded to become home to Grand Prix racing before 
closing with the coming of the Second World War. It then fell into disrepair until 1971 until purchased by 
Tom Wheatcroft  and re-established in 1977 as one of Europe’s leading motor racing venues. Its pinnacle 
was hosting 1993’s very wet F1 European Grand Prix, a race dominated by Ayrton Senna and reckoned 
by a good many to be his greatest drive ever. 

History rather repeated itself in 2009 when Tom’s son Kevin felt obliged to rescue the circuit after the 
collapse of leaseholder Donington Ventures Leisure Ltd. following its failure to secure the funding 
required to host the British Formula One Grand Prix. Eventually, after taking control of the circuit, Kevin 
and his team managed to restore the circuit yet again.   

Given the scale of the damage and half-completed works, it required considerable financial outlay to 
enable motor racing to return. But it must be acknowledged that the paying public have not been too well 
served at Donington of late, being denied vehicular access to the centre of the circuit and the area within 
the Starkey’s / McLeans / Coppice triangle. The latter has been re-landscaped so hopefully, when the 
grass has been restored, it will be made accessible at the earliest opportunity.  

MSV Chief Executive Jonathan Palmer is reportedly thrilled that his company has acquired the Donington 
circuit business. Having raced there in a Marcos during the opening year, his highlight was gaining pole 
position and winning the FIA Formula 2 Championship round in 1983. He also saw that very wet and 
poorly attended Senna F1 race whilst commentating for BBC TV. 

Palmer considered that “Like many circuits in the UK, Donington has had a turbulent time over the last ten 
years, though thankfully Kevin Wheatcroft and his team have now recovered the damage done by the 
previous owner of the business. Donington is a good British circuit that deserves further investment, 
energy and expertise in order to make it truly outstanding, and MSV aims to provide this”. This will include 
“some exciting new events and much enhanced quality of experience for all of its customers, whether 
spectators, competitors and track day participants, together with even better value.” 

This development might go some way to explain why details from the 2017 Donington Historic Festival’s 
organisers and what is expected from HRCR Midlands have not been forthcoming as yet. Such events 
that were being planned for 2017 are most likely to go ahead so HRCR should be back there once again 
to wave the flag for rallying in general and HRCR in particular.  

But whatever the outcome and given what MSV has achieved at its other circuits, facilities are likely to 
have the much needed improvement, hopefully sufficient to bring FIA racing back to the circuit. And who 
knows, now that Bernie’s time as F1’s supremo has come to an end, might it be just too fanciful to think 
that Donington might even see the return of F1 if the BRDC opt to let the race go from Silverstone?  If so, 
what a pity that the planned Hermann Tilke extension of the track into the infield was never completed.   

 

CLUB MOTOR SPORT POSSIBLY UNDER ATTACK AGAIN 

Those HRCR Members who are also members of Loughborough Car Club have probably received a 
recent email from Richard Egger concerning insurance for motorsports. It contents are very important and 
those who are interested in preserving affordable club competitive events are strongly advised to take 
appropriate action.  

From: Richard Egger  
Subject: Loughborough Car Club's Serious Message 

This could be the most important email the club has ever sent you. 

First, some history. 

A long time ago, there was some proposed legislation which would have scuppered club Motorsport. It 
was stopped because a significant number of club members across the country wrote a polite letter to 
their MP. At the time, MPs were stunned how many people were involved in the sport. 

Well, it is time to repeat history.  There is a new threat, an EU court ruling which makes full liability 
insurance mandatory for all vehicles even if on an area that most people would consider “private” , a 
special stage, the middle of an autotest, a race circuit… everything. 
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This is not just insuring spectators and others at the sidelines: we already do that.  This (issue) is every 
competitor will have to insure himself against a claim from a fellow competitor. 

So imagine the cost of insuring every driver for every possible incident. The insurance industry is already 
saying that it is not viable. So everything would stop. MSA motorsport, grass tracking, track days, drifting, 
run what ya brung, anything to do with motorbikes, off roading, quad-biking ……….everything legal. 

So what the sport needs now is concerted action. Have a read of pages 3 & 4 in the (January 2017) MSA 
Newsletter and then, as suggested, write a simple letter to your MP expressing your concerns and how it 
would impact on you. 

If you want to go on petitions, forums and social media and sound off,  feel free to do so. But be aware 
that the action that will have a significant impact is writing to your MP. The truth is that if an MP gets five 
letters on the same subject,  they think it is important.  

http://www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/mps/  
 
For those who may not have already seen it, the relevant extract from the January 2017 edition of 
MSA Extra (the newsletter referred to above) is given below in its entirety. 

What is ‘Vnuk’?  

‘Vnuk’ is a European Court judgement given in September 2014. Mr Vnuk was injured when a tractor 
manoeuvring a trailer in a farmyard in Slovenia knocked him off a ladder. He tried to claim compensation 
for his injuries from the insurer of the tractor.  

The Slovenian court had to consider how Slovenia had implemented the EU Motor Insurance Directive 
into its local law. They referred a question to the European Court, to clarify whether the need for 
compulsory third party insurance should include use of a vehicle as a machine (rather than as a means of 
transport) away from public roads. Slovenian law only required compulsory insurance for use of a vehicle 
as a means of transport on public roads.  

The European Court ruled that the requirement for compulsory insurance should cover any use of a 
vehicle, so long as that use is consistent with the normal function of the vehicle.  

But we’re in the UK, not Slovenia?  

Every country in the EU must reconsider their local law because of the Vnuk ruling. We don’t know 
precisely when the UK Government will begin the formal process of leaving the EU and we don’t know 
how long that process might take. In the meantime, the UK remains part of the EU and is obliged to 
consider how the Vnuk judgement impacts UK law and in particular the Road Traffic Act.  

Why have we only heard about Vnuk in the last few weeks?  

The Government launched its consultation on 22 December, bringing the matter into greater public focus 
and leading to media coverage of the issue.  

Why does this affect motorsport?  

The Vnuk judgement affects all vehicles which are not currently required to have third party insurance. 
This includes everything from electric bicycles, golf buggies, quad bikes and ride-on lawn mowers, 
through to forklift trucks, agricultural machines and construction plant. Even static vehicles in museums 
and SORN’d vehicles would be affected.  

All motorsport vehicles from karts, single seaters, saloons, rally, rallycross and cross country vehicles, 
trials cars, production cars in autotests, and even land speed record vehicles and Formula 1 cars would 
be required to have compulsory third party insurance. Many competition vehicles are already road 
registered, taxed, MOT’d and insured, but this insurance is usually limited to their activities on public 
roads, and not during competitive sections. A similar situation applies to vehicles on trackdays. No 
insurance policy is available to cover such a compulsory obligation. 

What is the MSA’s position?  

The European Motor Insurance Directives since 1974 have encouraged harmonisation of rules for 
compulsory motor insurance across the EU, to provide adequate compensation to victims of accidents. 
This allows vehicles to move freely across the EU without the need to take out separate insurance 
policies in every country. It also promotes a healthy and competitive market for insurance companies to 
provide such motor insurance policies.  

It should not be the purpose of the Motor Insurance Directives to regulate compensation for injuries or 
damage in motorsport. Other sports do not suffer from similar compulsory third party insurance 
requirements, whether it be cycling, football, rugby, golf or any others.  
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Motorsport competitors willingly take part in competitions and understand the risks they take. They may 
insure their vehicles against damage caused, and they may insure themselves against accident or injury. 
Over 100 years of case precedent in the UK has defined how competitors in sport may be liable to each 
other for injuries.  

The MSA has an umbrella insurance policy which covers public liabilities up to £65million for all events 
run under MSA permits. All competitors and officials also have the benefit of an umbrella personal 
accident insurance policy.  

The MSA believes that motorsport should be excluded from the Motor Insurance Directive. The MSA 
supports the UK Government’s preferred option in the consultation, which is to change UK law only when 
the European Commission has amended the Motor Insurance Directive (referred to as the “Amended 
Directive option” in the consultation document). Any other outcome runs the very real risk of stopping 
regulated motorsport for an estimated 200,000 participants, and pushing it into illegal unregulated events. 
It would also fundamentally damage the UK’s motorsport industry with over 40,000 jobs and worth 
£10billion to the UK economy.  

What has the MSA been doing about Vnuk?  

The MSA has been concerned about the possible consequences of Vnuk since late 2014. Since then we 
have been lobbying in Westminster, Brussels and across Europe to build support for amending the 
directive. The process to amend the directive has already begun.  

The MSA has been working with a wide range of groups including the Motorsport Industry Association 
(MIA), the Association of Motor Racing Circuit Owners (AMRCO), the Auto-Cycle Union (ACU), the 
AMCA and the MCIA, as well as other European ASNs, the FIA and the insurance industry. We have 
promoted a strong joint message to MPs, the Department for Transport (DfT), Ministers and Secretaries 
of State. The Vunk issue has also been a standing item at Motor Sports Council and MSA Board for more 
than a year.  

Should I take part in the consultation?  

The MSA is formulating its own detailed response and will communicate that response to the UK 
motorsport community in due course. You may prefer to wait until then before submitting your own 
response.  

How can I help in the meantime?  

Please write to your MP, bringing this important matter to their attention. You may wish to share this 
article and make the following key points:  

• Vnuk has the potential to destroy your hobby and/ or livelihood  

• As a result it could also destroy an industry employing over 40,000 people across 4,500 
companies in the UK, with an annual industry turnover of £10billion.  

• The UK is a world leader in motorsport and home to one of the strongest domestic motorsport 
scenes globally, with an estimated 200,000 participants.  

Lastly, am I breaking the law if I compete in or organise a motor sport event in 2017?  

The Road Traffic Act has not changed, which means there is currently no requirement for compulsory 
third party insurance for motorsport. 

 

MARCH NEWSLETTER 

All contributions for next month’s newsletter should be sent to David Yorke at yorkesport@btinternet.com 
by no later than Friday 24 February 2017. 


