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   HRCR MIDLANDS NEWSLETTER : JANUARY 2017 
 

FORTHCOMING HRCR MIDLANDS EVENTS 

 
 

 

This year, the refurbished museum will be open to visitors to 
this month’s HRCR Open Day at the British Motor Museum. 

 
January 14 HRCR OPEN DAY  

  The alternative to the NEC’s Autosport Show with its greater focus on historic rallying and 
no entry charges. The new extension housing both the Jaguar and reserve collections is 
also worth visiting but you will have to pay to do so. 

 HRCR Midlands’ input will be the launch of the 2017 Derbyshire Dales Drive and 
promotion of the region. Details of other HRCR events in 2017 should be available. 
 As ever, volunteers are wanted to man / woman / person the stand during the day.  

  Where and time : British Motor Heritage Museum, 11 Banbury Rd, Gaydon CV35 0BJ 
from 1000hrs. 

 
January 16 AN EVENING WITH GUY SMITH 

 

 

Guy Smith took fourth in Class on the 2009 Roger Albert Clark Rally.  
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A Bentley of the type with which the same Guy Smith won the 
2003 24hour Le Mans race. 

Guy Smith does historic rallying as an antedote to driving Bentleys in the Works’ GT 
racing series, his most significant success being a winning driver in the 2003 24hrs Le 
Mans race.  

The day after tacking the Jack Frost Stages Rally at Croft, he is coming and talk to us 
and a venue with a room that can accommodate 40 to 50 people has been booked. 
Carvery meals are also available but prior booking direct with the establishment will be 
essential. 

Clearly, a decent turn-out is required so HRCR Members’ friends and family as well as 
members from other motor clubs are also welcome.  

A reliable pre-indication of interest is needed, so please let either David Yorke 
(yorkeposrt@btinternet.com ) or Peter Haynes (lotus@peterehaynes.plus.com) know as 
soon as possible if you wish to attend. 

Where and time : Coopers Arms, Weston-on-Trent DE72 2BJ with a 2030hrs start. 

 
Jan 21 / 22 VSCC MEASHAM RALLY 

  Traditionally, this has been the most demanding of the VSCC rallies, being run at night in 
winter conditions and very often with crews open cars.  

This year it will be a little different. The 2017 route and general arrangements are in the 
experienced hands of Andrew Duerden, well known in HRCR circles and for his prowess 
on historic rallies in vehicles of all ages. The rally is to be based at Bruntingthorpe, South 
Leicestershire and will use roads in Leicestershire, Rutland and Northamptonshire. 

Perhaps unsurprisingly in these circumstances, the organisers are looking for support 
from the HRCR and have issued the invitation to be found as a separate item elsewhere 
in this issue. 

 
Feb 24 - 26 RACE RETRO INTERNATIONAL HISTORIC MOTORSPORT SHOW  

Whilst this event is yet another motor sport show held during the winter months, it does 
feature some outdoor rally action as well as the usual internal displays. It is also under 
new management. 

For those wishing to learn more about historic rallying but have not taken HRCR North 
West’s excellent Rally School courses in Knutsford, HERO is offering what it calls 
‘introductory training’ on Sunday 26th February, being ‘essential for anyone attempting 
classic rallying as well as tackling endurance events such as Le Jog’.  

The session is aimed at both drivers and Navigators and a must for anyone considering 
entering a regularity rally, whether they are thinking of entering’ have already entered 
either their first event; have done a few and now need to understand what it is all about, 
and those that have not competed for a while. Whilst the navigators learn the basics, the 
drivers are shown how best to prepare their car.  
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Navigators will learn how to: 

• follow the right route 

• how to Plot on a map 

• how to understand the timing and learn the tricks  

• Using a tripmeter and preparing your side of the car, plus much, much more.    

All navigators are given handouts of detailed notes that they can refer back to.  

Drivers will be offered: 

• A walk around a prepared car 

• What you need to do to the car and have in the car to pass scrutineering? 

• Best practice for car preparation for reliability and safety 

• What you need to carry (such as spares, tools, etc0 and what to wear (or rather what 
not to wear!) 

 But that is not all. The show features four halls of exhibition stands, a live stage, displays, 
auto jumble, classic cars, competition cars, rally cars, motorcycles and a smorgasbord of 
new and exciting features for 2017. 

 Tom Kristensen, billed as ‘the greatest driver ever to have raced in the Le Mans 24 hours 
race’, will be present on the Saturday. It will be interesting to learn how Guy Smith rates 
the Dane compared to Derek Bell…..! 

 Further details can be found on the show’s website http://www.raceretro.com/ 

  Where and time : Stoneleigh Park, Coventry, CV8 2LZ 

  Opening Times : Friday      24th February 2017  9:30am to 5:30pm 
     Saturday  25th February 2017  9:30am to 5:30pm 
     Sunday    26th February 2017  9:30am to 4:30pm 

 
March 19 AGBO RALLY : WESTON PARK 

This stage rally is both local and likely to be the first round of both the HRCR Old Stager 
Rally and Mini Cup Championships (or their successors). Consequently, HRCR Midlands 
will be offering its support to the organisers, Owen Motor Club.   

The event is expected to be effectively a single venue rally in the delightful grounds of 
this country house off the A5.  

 Where and time : Weston Park, Staffs : times as yet unknown, so see later Newsletters. 

 
April 28 - 30 7th DONINGTON HISTORIC FESTIVAL 

Whilst HRCR Midlands is likely to be back at the Festival, it is unlikely to be for all three 
days, for which the previous six time slots took a lot of filling. It is also unknown just what 
the Register’s contribution to ‘an immersive experience’ and the insurance implications 
might be.   

Where and time : Donington Park Racing Circuit : exact times yet to be confirmed  

 
June 4 DERBYSHIRE DALES DRIVE 

This will be the fifth running of our own round of the HRCR Scenic Tour Series which 
continues to be developed from the experience and entrant feedback gained from 
previous events. 

Where and time : Abbotsholme School, Rocester for both the Start and Finish with a  
picnic lunch at another location. The first car is likely to depart at 1001hrs. 
 

July ?? FIELD DAY AND GYMKHANA 

Following the success of last year’s inaugural event, for which the overall winner received 
the Andy Gibson Trophy, it is intended to return to the Prosser farm. One development is 
that Richard and Ann have offered to provide a barbecue at lunchtime. 

Farming considerations and fickle British weather understandably mean that the actual 
date cannot be decided until nearer the time. 

 Where and time : Waste Farm, Hurley, Atherstone, CV9 2LR, easily located just off J10 
on the M42. Signing On and Scrutineering probably at 1:00pm. 
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OTHER EVENTS OF POSSIBLE INTEREST 

As ever, please confirm details with the relevant event organisers 
 

Key to HRCR Events 

1 HRCR Scenic Tour Series  

2 HRCR Hagerty Insurance Clubmans Road Rally Championship  

3 HRCR Augment Automotive Speed Series Hill Climb + Sprint 
Championship 

 

4 HRCR Old Stager Historic Rally Championship  

5 HRCR Stage Masters Historic Rally Challenge  

6 HRCR Premier Rally Championship (road rallies)  

HRCR Date Event Contact 

 2017 Calendars of HRCR events awaited  
 

 
11 Jan 

International Energy Efficient Motorsport 
Conference: NEC Birmingham 

02476 692600 

 
12 – 15 Jan 

Autosport International Show : NEC Birmingham http://www.autosportinternat
ional.com/ 

 
13 Jan 

Motorsport Safety Fund Watkins Lecture : NEC 
Birmingham 

01732 780100 

 
15 Jan 

Jack Frost Stages Rally, Croft Circuit 
ANECCC Stage Rally Championship 

01325 359895 

 21 Jan Donington Winterseries : Round 3 
http://www.loughboroughcar
club.co.uk/ 

 8-12 Feb Retromobile Show : Porte De Versailles, Paris  +33 1 7677 1179 

 
17/19 Feb 

Historic Automobile Fair & Auction : Olympia 
London 

0207 385 1200 

 18 Feb Donington Winterseries : Round 4 
http://www.loughboroughcar
club.co.uk/ 

 
19 Feb 

BTRDA Clubmans Rallycross Test Day : Blyton 
Circuit, Lincolnshire 

01527 525720 

 
19 Feb 

Riponian Rally : North Yorks Forests 
ANECCC Stage Rally Championship: 

01845 525985 

 19 Feb MG Show & Spares Day : Stoneleigh Park, Warks.  0844 854 0064 

 
23/26 Feb 

Historic Motorsport International and London 
Classic Car Show : ExCeL London 

01372 414120 

 4 Mar Tour of Cheshire : Cheshire & Staffordshire  01829 260813 

 
4-5 Mar 

Mid Wales Stages : Newtown, Powys 
MSA British Rally Championship 

01686 626641 

 
11 Mar 

Malcolm Wilson Rally : Cumbria 
ANECCC Stage Rally Championship 

01524 822574 

 
12 Mar 

Rallycross : Blyton Circuit, Lincolnshire  
BTRDA Clubmans Rallycross Championship 

01427 628922 

 
16 Mar 

Dunlop MSA British Touring Car Season Launch 
: Donington Park Circuit 

01332 810048 

 
18 Mar 

Border Counties Rally : Kielder Forest 
ANECCC Stage Rally Championship 

0191 488 9596 
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VSCC MEASHAM RALLY  

Invitation to the Members of the Historic Rally Car Register to the Measham Rally, 
Bruntingthorpe, Lutterworth, Leicestershire, 21/22 January 2017 

Dear Paul and Tony  

We are delighted to invite Members of the Historic Rally Car Register to take part in the Vintage Sports-
Car Club’s celebrated Measham Rally in their Pre-war cars, taking place at Bruntingthorpe near 
Lutterworth over the night of 21/22 January 2017.  

First run in 1950, the Measham is one of the most important events in the VSCC calendar and the 
ultimate Pre-war motoring challenge. Always organised by enthusiasts for enthusiasts, a finish, let alone 
an award, on any Measham is a major accomplishment of which any motorsport Competitor can be 
proud.  

This year, we intend to introduce a new format for the Measham that will enthuse and entice those who 
are old hands at the event and those who we hope will try it for the first time. This event will be accessible 
to all but will continue to offer those challenges that the Measham is famous for.  

The Start, Halfway and Finish will be at Bruntingthorpe Aerodrome, an excellent venue, easy to get to 
from any part of the country, which offers ample trailer parking, undercover scrutineering, fettling facilities 
and plenty of plotting room.  

Drinks and hot food will be available on site throughout the event, whilst there are some great village 
pubs with rooms and many lovely B&Bs in the area for those looking for local accommodation.  

The route will be approximately 160 miles. Instructions in the first half will be by map reference only as 
traditional, whilst the second half will be following a new format that will be easily accessible to all, with 
the emphasis being on accurate timekeeping. There will also be two sections timed to the second to act 
as a tie decider; these will be completed on the airfield before heading out on the main route. 

All Competitors are encouraged to arrive earlier in the day, when we have been invited into the ‘Quick 
Reaction Hangar’ at Bruntingthorpe during the afternoon of the event to see the 1950’s Cold War Jets 
specifically the ‘Lightnings’ which are kept there and are being restored by enthusiasts, some of whom 
are VSCC Members of course. 

Competitor Information 

Entry Fee    £65.00 

Closing Date   Monday 9 January 

Minimum Competitor Age  17 years with full driving licence for drivers; 12 years for navigators. 

Supplementary Regulations and Entry Form  

Available as PDFs, with completed forms to be returned by email / fax / 
post to the Secretary of the Meeting, Andrew Tarring. 

    Those who are current VSCC Members can also enter using the Club’s 
    online entry facility as normal.  

Marshals 

We would be delighted to welcome any offers to marshal for the event. Please advise volunteers to 
contact the Competition Department directly via the contact details above. 

Best wishes 

Andrew Tarring 

Non-Speed Secretary, Vintage Sports-Car Club 
T: 01608 644777 ext 4 
F: 01608 644888 
E: andrew.tarring@vscc.co.uk 
W: www.vscc.co.uk 

FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER 

All contributions for next month’s newsletter to be sent to David Yorke at yorkesport@btinternet.com by 
no later than Friday 27 January. 


