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   HRCR MIDLANDS NEWSLETTER : OCTOBER 2016  
 
 

 

Rather than just providing a Control and informal servicing point on last year’s Le Jog, 
JCB’s World Headquarters at Rocester will be host one of the special test on the 
forthcoming Rally of the Tests where HRCR Midlands will be marshalling.   Photo © 

David Yorke 
 

 

FORTHCOMING HRCR MIDLANDS EVENTS 
 

October 29     TARMAC PRACTICE DAY, CURBOROUGH SPRINT TRACK   

Full details of this event, being run by Carlton and District Motor Club and to which HRCR 
Members have been invited, have already been given in August’s Newsletter.  

The full day is for unmodified road cars that meet the upper noise level of 105db @ 
0.75m.  

The route will be varied, with just the one permitted on the track at any time. Each 
session will comprise opening, full and slowing down laps.  

All drivers and passengers must have crash helmets. Timing devices are permitted only 
from a point of comparative testing (suspension, tuning alterations etc.)  

On-site catering at sensible prices will be available, for which your support is requested.  

Places are limited and allocated on a first come, first served basis and the cost is just 
£35. 

At the time of writing, there are still a few places left. However, your are strongly advised 
not to just turn up on the day since you could well be disappointed. So now is your last 
chance to apply for an entry by contacting Vince Orme at vince.cdmc@gmail.com or 
vince.qoc@gmail.com or texting 077 998 02107 and he will get back to you. 

Where and time : Curborough Sprint track, Lichfield: Drivers’ Briefing 0945hrs : finish at 
1630hrs.  
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November 5 RAC RALLY OF THE TESTS : Day 2 

The ROTT stops overnight halt in Stoke-on-Trent after a day in Wales, Shropshire and 
the Midlands. 

Where and time : see HERO website nearer the time for spectator details  

 
November 6   RAC RALLY OF THE TESTS : Day 3 

The Sunday route takes in more of the HRCR Midlands area and skirting south of 
Manchester and the lanes of North Wales before the Finish in Chester.  

Some Members have already offered to marshal at special tests at JCB’s World 
Headquarters in Rocester. The first is in the very large main staff car park so needs both 
cone watchers and persons who can operate Liege clocks. But they will have to make 
early starts, the HERO organisers wishing the test to be set up by 0720hrs!  

Those who are willing to assist should contact David Yorke via 07767 412919 or 
yorkesport@btinternet.com so that further information can be issued once it becomes 
available. 

Where and time : JCB World Headquarters, Rocester. Staffs : arrival might have to be at 
0630hrs to allow for setting-up the test by 0720hrs.  

 
Nov 19/20      DANSPORT RALLY, DERBYSHIRE  

This Matlock Motor Club-organised event is Round 37 of the 2016 HRCR Premier Rally 
Championship and one of three such rounds taking place on the same night. But by being 
local, it offers HRCR Midlands Members opportunities for entering, marshalling and/or 
spectating, some relevant details being as follows.  

o Also a qualifying round of the EMAMC, ANEMMC, ANCC, SD34, ANWCC Road 
Rally Championships. 

o 140 miles of Derbyshire, Cheshire and Staffordshire lanes on both new and familiar 
roads on maps 119, 118 & 110 and including 9 miles of unsurfaced whites and 4 
Special Tests in Bakewell 

o Organised by current road rally competitors, Gary Evans & Ben Briant being Clerks 
of the Course, and promising to be a ‘no-nonsense’ event with Easy-to-read 
handouts with no tricks, no grids or complicated numbering. All handouts which 
require you to plot will be given out in “non-comp” sections. 

o Maximum entry of 45 cars, with entries opening in October, so enter early to avoid 
disappointment. 

Where and time : Start and Finish at the Bakewell Showground. Look out for updates 
posted on the Matlock Motor Club website, Facebook page and Forums or contact 
DansportRally2016@hotmail.com. 

 
December 6  POSSIBLE CHRISTMAS QUIZ AND GET-TOGETHER 

 This could be a repeat of the format used last Christmas where the quiz was lap-top 
based so for single users rather than team of contestants.  

 Until the Management Team meeting held on 26 September, it was thought that it would 
still be held at the Stanhope Arms. However, another venue must now be found.  

 Where and time : Venue to be established : time likely to be 200hrs. 
 

December 27 CHRISTMAS TREASURE HUNT 

HRCR Midlands has been invited to Carlton and District Motor Club’s Christmas Treasure 
Hunt. Further details should be available next month, but those who are interested should 
put the date in their diaries / phones now. 

 

January 14 HRCR OPEN DAY  

 The usual alternative to the NEC’s Autosport Show with its greater focus on historic 
rallying and no entry charges. 

 Where and time : British Motor Heritage Museum, 11 Banbury Rd, Gaydon CV35 0BJ 
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January 16 AN EVENING WITH GUY SMITH 

In case you may be wondering which motor sport Guy Smith this might be, it is the racing 
driver who co-drove the winning Bentley in the 2003 24hrs Le Mans race. He also has 
done some historic rallying in a Mk II Escort.  

At the time of writing, he is available to come and talk to us, subject to his ongoing 
international racing commitments with Bentley.  

Clearly, a decent turn-out is required so other motor clubs are being invited. Thus the 
choice and size of venue will have depends on a reliable pre-indication of interest. 

Where and time : Somewhere sufficiently large enough to hold the expected numbers 
with a likely 2000hrs start. 

 
March 19 AGBO RALLY : WESTON PARK 

This stage rally is both local and likely to be the first round of both the HRCR Old Stager 
Rally and Mini Cup Championships (or their successors). Consequently, HRCR Midlands 
will be offering its support to the organisers, Owen Motor Club.   

The event is expected to be effectively a single venue rally in the delightful grounds of 
this country house off the A5. 

 Where and time : Weston Park, Staffs : times as yet unknown 

 
June 4 DERBYSHIRE DALES DRIVE 

This will be the fifth running of our own round of the HRCR Scenic Tour Series which 
continues to be developed using the experience and entrant feedback gained from the 
previous events. 

Where and time : Abbotsholme School, Rocester for both the Start and Finish with a  
picnic lunch at another location. The first car is likely to depart at 1001hrs. 
 

July FIELD DAY AND GYMKHANA 

Following the success of last year’s inaugural event, for which the overall winner received 
the Andy Gibson Trophy, it is intended to return to the Prosser farm. One development is 
that Richard and Ann have offered to provide a barbecue at lunchtime. 

Farming considerations and fickle British weather understandably mean that the actual 
date cannot be decided until nearer the time. 

 Where and time : Waste Farm, Hurley, Atherstone, CV9 2LR, easily located just off J10 
on the M42. Signing On and Scrutineering again likely to be at 1:00pm. 

 

 

OTHER EVENTS OF POSSIBLE INTEREST 

As ever, please confirm details with the relevant event organisers 
 

Key to HRCR Events 

1 HRCR Scenic Tour Series  

2 HRCR Hagerty Insurance Clubmans Road Rally Championship  

3 HRCR Augment Automotive Speed Series Hill Climb + Sprint 
Championship 

 

4 HRCR Old Stager Historic Rally Championship  

5 HRCR Stage Masters Historic Rally Challenge  

6 HRCR Premier Rally Championship (road rallies)  

HRCR Date Event Contact 

3 
1 Oct 

Curborough  (Sprint 1.423km) : Lichfield 
  HRCR Speed Series Round 9 (last) 

 

www.barc.net 
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1 Oct 

Jackson Trophy Rally : Now cancelled due to 
domestic / work commitments of the organisers 

Sheffield + Hallamshire MC 

 1 Oct MCC Edinburgh Trail : Derbyshire 
www.themotorcyclingclub.org.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2015/06/ED16__Marshals_vol
unteering__form.pdf 

6 1/2 Oct Autumn Road Rally : Camarthenshire 
  HRCR Premier Rally Championship Round 31 

 

6 1/2 Oct Devon Classic Historic Rally : Devon 
  HRCR Premier Rally Championship Round 32 

www.shmc.co.uk 

1 2 Oct Tour of Kent : Kent (where else?) 
  HRCR Scenic Tour Series 

www.blackpalfrey.co.uk 

 2 Oct Harold Palin Stages Rally : Fulbeck Eastwood MC 

2 8 Oct Devils Own Rally : South Lakeland 
HRCR Clubmans Rally Championship Round 12 

  www.klmc.org.uk 

6 8/9 Oct 
1000 Lanes Rally : Monmouthshire 

  HRCR Premier Rally Championship Round 33 
email premier@hrcr.co.uk 

1 9 Oct Ludlow + Marches Classic Tour : Shrops / Powys 
  HRCR Scenic Tour Series 

www.ludlowcastlemotorclub.com 

 11 Oct 12 Car Rally Carlton + DMC 

 

1 
15/16 Oct 

Autumn Leaves Weekend Tour : Mid Wales 
HRCR Scenic Tour Series : details given in  last 
month’s Newsletter 

www.scenictoursuk.co 

 

6 15/16 Oct 
Rali Mynydd Du Novice : West Glamorgan 

  HRCR Premier Rally Championship Round 34 
email premier@hrcr.co.uk 

6 22 Oct 
Northumberland Borders Historic Rally 

  HRCR Premier Rally Championship Round 35 
     email premier@hrcr.co.uk 

6 22/23 Oct 
Barbara Carter Memorial Road Rally : Devon 

  HRCR Premier Rally Championship Round 36 
     email premier@hrcr.co.uk 

 27-30 Oct Dayinsure Wales Rally GB www.walesrallygb.com 

 29 Oct Cholmondeley Castle RallyFest www.walesrallygb.com 

 8 Nov 12 Car Rally Carlton + DMC 

5 12 Nov 
Wyedean Rally : Forest of Dean 
HRCR Stage Masters Historic Rally Challenge 
Round 8 

www.wyedeanrally.com 

 

 
12/13 Nov 

Lancaster Insurance Classic Motor Show : NEC 
Birmingham 

http://www.necclassicmotors
how.com/ 

6 19/20 Nov 
Peak Revs Road Rally : Shropshire 
HRCR Premier Rally Championship Round 38 

     email premier@hrcr.co.uk 

6 19/20 Nov 
Guy Fawkes Road Rally : Devon 

  HRCR Premier Rally Championship Round 39 
     email premier@hrcr.co.uk 

6 26/27 Nov 
Ed Instone Memorial Road Rally : Isle of Man 

  HRCR Premier Rally Championship Round 39 
     email premier@hrcr.co.uk 
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HRCR MIDLANDS MANAGEMENT TEAM 

Owing to other commitments of Team members, the meeting arranged for 20 September had to be 
deferred until 26 September. The following are some personal observations from the issues that were on 
the agenda. 

Purpose 

All motor clubs, in fact clubs of any type, are finding that there seems to be both a shortage of volunteers 
to be committee members and younger people joining the clubs. It has certainly become apparent (not 
the least to Stuart Turner) that the average age of members who are proactive in motor clubs (as 
opposed to competition) is rising. This could well lead to unsustainable futures.  

Added to this, rallying is no longer seen as to be a major sport by the general public and media. Witness 
the deafening general media silence over Kris Meeke’s historic win in Finland. F1, BTCC and even 
cycling now seem to have taken what slots rallying had on TV. 

So the challenge is to see clearly what Members are looking for from the HRCR and its Areas that more 
geographically local motor clubs do not offer. So answers may be needed questions such as the following 

o Should there be more regular, ‘unstructured’ noggins-and-natters?  

o If so where, and is the present HRCR Midlands areas too large for these to be practical and well-
attended?   

o Should HRCR Midlands focus on modern historic rallying and the history of rallying and become 
a centre / focus for such for all other motor clubs within its area?  Maybe so, since the Philip 
Young, Steve Perez and Sam Collis talks drew a good number of attendees from other clubs, 
making the evenings very worthwhile. Hopefully the forthcoming Guy Smith evening will do 
likewise.  

HRCR Midlands activity 

There has been something of a lull in direct activity by the Region recently, largely because of heavy 
involvement of Management Team Members in what are now major events in the HRCR Calendar, being 
January’s season-opening HRCR Open Day; the Donington Historic Festival; the Derbyshire Dales Drive 
and the Field Day / Gymkhana. The last three fall between late April and early July, a period when people 
have holiday commitments, and the dates are determined by considerations outside the Team’s control.  

Unless there is further regular assistance, the existing Management Team may well have to concentrate 
on ensuring that these events remain well-respected, even if it must be at the expense of generating 
others. To provide a wider programme of events that simply would not be possible otherwise here is a 
very strong case for working more in partnership with other local motor clubs.  

Management Team 

Presently, the team comprises just four members plus Tony Barron who very usefully keeps it informed of 
what is happening at HRCR Central. All have served since activity in the Midlands Area was regenerated 
some four years ago so the time has probably come for some new persons to take over the mantle and 
revitalise local activity.  

I would like to stand down shortly as a regular Member but am prepared to organise particular events and 
continue to produce the Newsletter until another volunteer come forward to take over that role as well.   

Venue   

The Stanhope Arms was chosen for its proximity to the major road systems within the HRCR Midlands 
area. However, the pub’s management now requires significant room hire charges unless a decent 
number of meals are ordered.  

So, unless good attendances can be guaranteed, a change in venue is urgently required. If this is to be a 
regular location, where should this be? Or should meetings be moved around the Midlands area, all  
rather like a mediaeval court? 

Where next? 

Some new Management Team members are urgently needed, so please put yourself forward, or be  
prepared to be approached or perhaps even ‘made a offer you can’t refuse’! 

David Yorke 
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REPORTS 

Reports and articles with historic rallying interest are very much welcomed. The views expressed are not 
necessarily those of either HRCR Midlands Management Team or the HRCR Committee. All rights are 
reserved by the respective contributors and their particular permission is required for reproduction of any 
material in this Newsletter. 

 
THE BRIDGFORD CLASSIC CAR TOUR :  18 SEPTEMBER 2016 

 

Elton Hall provided the Lunch Halt with a Stag in its parkland. The rally plate design 
may look somewhat familiar to DDD entrants. Photo © Vince Orme 

In previous years, this event was known as the Sherwood Restorations Tour, but the change of venues 
for both the Start and Finish enabled the organisers to find new roads to explore and a similarly new 
lunch halt. But by not being based at the Sherwood Restorations premises, one could not drool over the 
selection of cars in the showroom. Thus a special visit beckons. 

Having had the entry in for many months, it was with great disappointment that, yet again, the Daimler 
refused to fire, despite being treated to a brand new battery the previous day. So the road car (which 
could be called a future classic though) was brought into service . Mick and Carol were primed and ready 
to go and it was a steady drive down to the Start. Parking was in our dedicated overflow car park.  

Signing On was not without some hiccups when the entrants’ pack for Car 50 bag could not be found, a 
matter that was eventually sorted. Excellent bacon cobs and coffee were quickly served before it was out 
into the car park to fix the rally plate, take a few photos, and hand  out some 30 or so flyers to potential 
cars for the Curborough Practice Day. 

All too soon it was time to start, the only minor criticism being that it would have been better to have had 
the Start by the overflow car park rather than by the road . This would have ensured that queueing classic 
cars were held in the overflow car park rather than intermingling with normal customer cars which were 
arriving now that the garden centre was now open. 

The roads in both halves of the event were excellent for classic cars, being quiet in the main, offering a 
challenging mix of surfaces, and enough interest to keep both front seats occupied . Places we passed en 
route included Deene Park, Rockingham circuit and a superb downhill approach to Rutland Water. The 
very good return route saw us only join the A road about two miles from the Finish. Unfortunately I can't 
be more specific about the route or places of interest but Mick held on to the road-book and is, as I write 
this, in Turkey. (Mick and Carol that is, not the road book!) 

Specific mention should be made of the great lunch halt which was Elton Hall and gardens near 
Peterborough . Both are magnificent, with loads to explore and a separate tea room and garden centre . 
It’s well worth a visit but check the website for details of the varying opening times. Indeed, it was so good 
I was actually waiting for Mick and Carol to return - normally it’s the reverse! 

Congratulations to Brian, Andy and their helpers for putting together another successful event that utilised 
new roads and new venues. Can't wait for 2017. 

Vince Orme 
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PERSEVERANCE IN  THE ISLE  OF MAN : 15 - 17 SEPTEMBER 2016 
 

 

Clive King, Anton Bird and the Mini earlier in the year on the Agbo Rally, 
from which the points haul may yet  prove to be very significant in deciding 
the HRCR Old Stager Championship drivers title. Photo © David Yorke 

Whilst at the British Motor Museum finish after taking photographs for the Owen Motor Club’s Tony 
Matthews Classic Car Tour, I had the opportunity to catch up with Chairman Anton Bird to find out how 
he, Driver Clive King and the Mini fared on the recent Rallee Classicagh. It was far form plain sailing. 

There was a significant Mini contingent in Douglas, being 18 in total with between 6 and 10 registered for 
the HRCR Old Stager Championship and others from Japan and Ireland. 

Stage 2 on the Thursday evening was the first ‘proper’ stage, the first on the promenade outside Villa 
Marina in Douglas not being held high in Anton’s estimation. The Mini’s gearbox failed two miles in, 
thanks to the drop gear disintegrating and rending the care incapable of getting to Service back at the TT 
Grandstand. So the car had to be left where it was overnight. 

Adrian Kermode came to the rescue, offering both a gearbox and a garage where Clive, his son Craig 
and Paul Fowkes spent eight hours taking the engine out, dismantling the borrowed gearbox and putting 
the required parts into the damaged unit. 

The crew were back in the rally when they made the Start of Leg 3 on the Friday night. Whilst Clive was 
‘really right on it’, the problems continued when they went off 300 metres from the end if the last stage of 
the evening thanks to ongoing map light problems causing real issues when reading the pace notes.  

Whilst the car was recovered by trailer from Sulby Bridge, Craig said that, whilst coming to pick the car 
up, he saw a kangaroo coming across the road. Naturally, he was asked what he had been drinking but it 
was later learnt that there are indeed wallabies on the island. 

The car was returned to Service and the crew returned at 8am to pull the front out, fit a new distributor 
cap, change the oil cooler. After retiming, the car ‘went like a clock’ and was back in the rally for Leg 4 to 
complete the whole day and came home 11

th
 in Class, even if last overall. 

The result made Anton the 2016 Old Stager Navigator Champion by a single point. As for Clive, he 
finished level with A N Other in the Driver’s Championship and, at the time of writing, is waiting to learn 
what the final outcome might be after consideration of best results from the beginning of the series.  

And there is a moral to the story, namely ‘never, ever give up’. 

David Yorke 

  
 

THE TONY MATTHEWS OMC CLASSIC CAR TOUR : 25 SEPTEMBER 2016 

This tour for classic cars, organised by Owen Motor Club, was a little different from the norm, being about 
half of the usual 100 miles or so distance but none the worse for that in that it finished at the newly 
refurbished and extended British Motor Museum at Gaydon.  

The Start was at the Jinney Ring Crafts Centre near Hanbury, Bromsgrove which had an interesting set of 
what were probably former farm buildings and a café restaurant that provided excellent coffee and bacon 
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or sausage baps. Signing On and Documentation had some nice touches that could merit consideration 
for the Derbyshire Dales Drive (DDD).  

Cars left in numerical order from 0945hrs and the 38 cars (some recognised from previous DDD) then 
covered the 50 or so miles to Gaydon via a mid-way comfort break at Hilliers Garden Centre. 

The first arrival at Gaydon was expected at around 1230hrs and the tour’s entry fee provided wrist bands 
for the entrants, Owen MC played a blinder by securing an external display and tour finishing are located 
right by the new entrance to the main (original) exhibition building. Immediately opposite was arguably the 
largest gathering of Jensens perhaps seen for some time, whilst other marques on display were Rover 
P5s, Pipers and Caterhams / lotuses / Robin Hoods / whatever.  

The new configuration of the original building seemed better and less cluttered whilst the new facility 
housed a comprehensive and labelled collection of Jaguars on the ground floor whilst the museum’s 
reserve collection and restoration space occupied on the first floor, the latter seemingly limited to a single 
car at a time. Here, labelling and explanations were at a premium, hopefully something to be addressed 
in the near future. But having said that, it is far better to have the full collection made accessible rather 
than the reserves being out of sight, as was the case previously.  

All in all, it seemed to be a well-received event and I was pleased to be available at short notice to help 
HRCR Member organisers Roger Tristram, Anton Bird and Martin Parkes with the photographic services. 

David Yorke 

SNIPPETS 
 

ST WILFRID’S CLASSIC RALLY: 7 AUGUST 2016 

Congratulations to Clive and Anji Martin who, as has been reported previously, have been getting some 
great results in the HRCR Clubmans Road Rally Championship. On this Ripon Motor Sport Club rally, 
they finished 19th overall and were first in Class N2. 

 
COLMAN TYRES RALLY : 27-28 AUGUST 2016 

On the Colman Tyres Rally, no less than 12 Matlock Motor Club members entered and, as always, Mick 
and Sue Briant were out marshalling, sometimes in torrential rain.  

Over-enthusiasm saw the demise of car 1, the MkII Escort of Gary Evans and Richard Hunter, in a ditch. 
This was followed shortly after by car 2, a Proton Satria crewed by Richard Hemingway and Sam Collis 
(yes, that one), buried in the greenery in the Catterick Ranges.  

But others fared better. July’s HRCR Field Day organiser Dave Leadbetter and Cath Woodman coming 
3rd o/a in a BMW (but a 318Ti rather than the 2002 Tii). Alex Green was 5th o/a in another  Satria; Jon 
Green and former Ginetta sports car company owner Martin Phaff  7th o/a (MGZR),; James Vincent & 
Kelvin Phipps 14th o/a (another MGZR) and Novices Phil Davies & Joe Lunn 17th o/a (Peugeot 205GTi).  

Just 17 finished from the rather lowly 32 that entered. How road rallying has changed since Mick Briant’s 
heyday. 
 

VALE OF CLWYD CLASSIC RALLY : 3 SEPTEMBER 2016 

Using their Audi Coupe GT and seeded at No.62, Robert Robinson and Peter Mellor came second in the 
amalgamated class of N3 and N4 and 38

th
 overall out of the 59 starters from the 65 that entered. 

However, their combined performance for all of the 10 tests was 17m37s, placing them 26
th
 fastest 

overall. 

They were not alone in being allocated to a combined class. Masters Class M3 for Category 3 cars was 
also combined with the Category 4 cars of M4, as was the case for the corresponding Expert classes. 
Just two were classified finishers in the M3/M4 class. 

 
MATLOCK MOTOR CLUB CLUB NIGHT : TALK BY STEVE PEREZ : 17 NOVEMBER 

For those who missed Steve’s visit to ourselves, Matlock Motor Club’s own President will be talking to 
Members at the Black Swan in Ashover from 2030hrs on 17 November, just before the Dansport Rally 
which will have a special test within the grounds of his home.  
 

NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER 

Please send all contributions for next month’s newsletter by no later than Friday 28 October to David 
Yorke at yorkesport@btinternet.com  


