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John Abel & Andrew Duerden—Alfa Romeo Giul ia Sprint— 
making a splash in the Rally of the Tests

A
rea meetings are usually held on the last Monday of each 
month—at Towcester Mill Brewery, Chantry Lane, Towcester.  
Going south on the A5 Watling Street turn left into Chantry Lane 

in the centre of Towcester. The nearest postcode for your sat nav is 
NN12 6AD. Map ref: 152/694488

 NEXT MEETINGS
7:30-9:30pm Monday 30 th November

7:30-9:30pm Monday 14 th December

7:30-9:30pm Monday 25 th January 

Northants and Bedfordshire Area

Newsletter—November 2015

For further information on area meetings contact

HRCR N&B Area Co-ordinator, 
David Holmes 

david@rishworthholmes.com
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A
t  our last  meet ing we had Andrew Bodman’s quiz—which, 
f rom what I ’ve heard,  was wel l  received—with a good 
balance of  f i f ty  quest ions.  Andrew Duerden showed his 
prowess and won with a score of  46,  wi th Steve Moffat 

second on 42, Ian Drummond on 35.5 and Jon Lloyd on 34.5—so 
wel l  done to al l  of  you there. 

Area Co-Ordinator’s Pace Notes…
from David Holmes

Rally of The Tests

Fresh from attending the London to Brighton run, 
Andrew Duerden then teamed up with John Abel 
in his Alfa Romero Giulia Sprint on the Rally of the 
Tests. They were not alone as fellow N&B entries 
included Peter and Helen Morris in their Volvo 
123GT, David Alderson and Dennis Greenslade in 
David’s VW Beetle, Richard Tomkins and Richard 
Askew in their Super Imp and Richard Lambley 
alongside Jonathon Hancox in the TR4. HRCR’s 
treasurer Michael Harrison and Lorna were in 
their Volvo PV544—recently returned from South 
America. The daily blog was interesting and at times 
amusing. With a route from Staley Hall to Dumfries, 

Chris Valentine with 
his 924 at the NEC

Two views of 
Michele Mouton’s 

1984 RAC Quattro

Andrew B has since been seen at the Classic Car 
show, no doubt taking photos which may appear 
in his next quiz? My thanks to him for “hosting” the 
night. As a result of this we have been invited to put 
a team up for the British Motor Sport Marshals Club’s 
quiz next Thursday. I am joining Andrew B, Andrew 
D and Ian Butcher in a quest to answer as many 
rallying questions, amid the racing stuff, as we can. I 
will report on this next month.

Classic Car Show

I met up with Anthony Garside and Steven Moffat at the 
Classic Car Show last Friday. Spread over 
five halls, this Lancaster Insurance 
show supported an array of 
One Make car clubs—Allard 
Owners to the XR4 register, 
and manufacturers, with 
Vauxhall exhibiting a range 
of Vauxhalls from the gold 
covered Viva HB “Goldviva” to 
“Baby Bertha” the famous Gerry 
Marshall Super Saloon winning 
Firenza. There were also several well 
known Classic Car preparation companies 
like Clayton Classics and Oselli displaying their pristine 
restorations. 

We met John Bishop, the curator at Gaydon, launching 
the museum’s new name—the British Motor Museum—
which is currently undergoing a huge extension with a 
new two storey building being added which will hold a 
further 150 cars. The museum will officially open next 
February—but you may be able to have a preview if you 
attend HRCR’s Open Day on Saturday 16th January. I 
went onto the Audi Quattro Owners Club stand and 
almost tripped over a guy lying virtually on his back as 
he examined the front suspension of Michele Mouton’s 
1984 RAC Quattro. On getting up I realised it was John 
Hanlon who owns the works original A2 that Hannu Mikkola 
shocked the rallying world with in 1982/3 and a Sport which 
I believe is Michele’s 1985 car. We reminisced about the 
time at Goodwood’s Festival of Speed when Hannu drove 
the stage with me alongside. We spun the car on the fast 
left/right on the return section. After a multiple point turn we 
finished the stage but then at the following Revival meeting 
I met Hannu who went to great lengths to explain that 
the front diff had failed and the spin was not actually his 
fault! I am pleased to learn that John had it fully rebuilt—
unfortunately at great expense—but even now still has a 
smile about that magic moment I shared.

continued on page 3 
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onto Darlington via Skipton to Blackpool, the ROTT 
offered tests and regularities, through Kielder, the north 
Yorkshire Moors and Dales, which combined with lots 
of rain and water was truly a test for all. The results 
show Howard Warren and Iain Tullie won overall, 
whilst Richard and Jonathon were 6th O’all—2nd in 
class, Andrew and John, who had a fraught first day 
managed 12th O’all and a 4th in class, Peter and Helen 
28th O’all and 7th in class with the two Richards finishing 
5th in their class whilst David and Dennis found it all too 
exhausting—and noisy—and were forced to retire.

Roger Albert Clark Rally 

I had intended on wishing Bill Douglas all the best as he 
aimed to cap his 48th season of rallying by contesting 
the Roger Albert Clark Rally in his unique BMW 1800. 
Earlier in the year he made his debut in the car on the 
Red Kite Stages but, after a small off, his car was then hit 
by a fellow competitor’s car having their own moment. 
Bill painstakingly rebuilt it and it would have been a 
fitting end to this season. Sadly the Roger Albert was 
cancelled a few days ago due to insufficient entries—I 
think 43 only—well short of the break-even entry of 60 
required. The fact that the event was confined mainly 

to Kielder, for various reasons, may have been seen 
as too much of a parting from its original format for 
many possible entrants—too much for some, like the 
14 historic crews who had entered the Wales Rally GB 
National—better value for your money? The organisers 
are going back to the drawing board, giving the event 
at least a two year break, but I sincerely hope that the 
much appreciated original format with stages across 
Yorkshire, Kielder and the Scottish Borders returns in 
the not too distant future. 

Next Meeting

Our next meeting is Monday 30th November when 
Alastair Vines will be making a presentation on his 
exploits on the Rally Monte Carlo Historique in CRX 
89B. I am led to believe that Willy Cave will also be 
present so we should have a very good meeting—hope 
to see you there along with our competitors who are 
off on the Beaujolais this weekend. Bon chance to one 
and all.

Travel safe and enjoy whatever you do in your Classic.

David H

Area Co-Ordinator’s Pace Notes…
continued from page 2

We have resumed our car club activities 
in recent weeks, but the number of events 
remaining is very few. The HRA has its big 
‘just a little closed to club event’ the Alpine 
Rally over the weekend of 27-29 November 
so we will be away for three days as part of 
the scoring team. With 500 miles of stages 
and over 100 entries, we will be busy! 

This year we plan to receive timing data from 
RallySafe, the GPS-based in-car competitor 
tracking software that every vehicle will have 
on board. This should mean that results are 
updated every time a car passes a timing 
point. Our main job will be entering data from 
control cards to cross-check the results. As 
the presentation is planned to take place 

about an hour after the last car is expected to finish, 
we will have our work cut out in those last few minutes!

I may not have been competing much, but my 
erstwhile navigator, grandson Mitch, has been very 
busy navigating , driving and co-driving in all sorts of 
events. A couple of weeks ago—just before his 17th 
birthday—he undertook his Rally Driver’s Observed 
Licence Test while driving in the HRA’s Rallysprint. He 

passed with flying colours and his competition licence 
has been upgraded accordingly—mind you, it is still 
twelve months till he will be able to get a civil licence to 
drive on the road! He is currently on ‘L’ plates, half way 
through the 120 hours compulsory log-booked driving 
time required to get his civil licence. Mitch finished about 
15th overall and second in class (he had to let his dad 
win as a thank you for borrowing the car). He has also 
teamed up with a local club member, Brad, to contest 
the Victorian Rally Championship in 2016; they are 
doing a couple of  events this year as shakedowns. Last 
weekend, they did their first pace-noted event together 
and it all went well—very well, as it turned out, with a 
ninth place overall finish. Mitch’s next event is the Alpine 
Rally where he will be co-driving our old friend Alan in a 
Datsun 1600.

Next year, I plan to return to the HRA’s Standard Car 
Series. I will have to train a new navigator, I suspect, as 
Mitch will be unavailable. 

Thanks to the contributors of the articles and photos in 
this month’s newsletter and to Monica for encouraging 
members to contribute. Till next month, from 
Down Under— Nick

Down Under

A
s 2015 draws to i ts end, we can ref lect  on a busy, 
i f  not  a lways frui t fu l  year.  Glad and I  have both had 
heal th problems, but we managed a European tr ip 
and the chance to catch up with a few of  you at  the 

May meet ing.

Editorial From Nick Wright—Editor In ChiefW
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T
he Champagne Ral ly is always an interest ing event in the 
countryside around Reims and Laon. Fol lowing on from The 
I ta l ian Lakes event I  found i t  d i f f icul t  to get a dr iver for  th is 
event.  None of  my usual  dr ivers:  Doug, Steve Farmer and my 

son Mark,  were avai lable on this weekend for one reason or another.

I was keen to get a run at this as a Navigator, as it is 
the first year I have been able to compete on all four 
of the CRT events. In slight desperation I turned to 
my old friend and business partner Andrew Bibbey 
with whom I first started out rallying all of 12 years 
ago on the first Three Castles event.

At that time, like a number of novices, we hadn’t got 
a clue what we were doing but a drive around the 
Welsh Hills seemed like a pleasant way to spend a 
few days. I was driving and Andrew navigating. After 
4-5 years I finally got the heave ho from Andrew who 

firmly stated 
that he couldn’t 
get to grips 
with it and said 
quite firmly that 
the only way I 
would get him to 
come back on 
an event was if 
he could drive. 
So this year on 
his 65th birthday 
it was to be, and 
with the chance 
to drive my 
MGB that had 
s u c c e s s f u l l y 
returned from 
The Lakes 
without much 
of a hitch other 
than the wrong 

brake pads.

The Champagne Rally
Report by John Gearing

continued on 
page 5

Andrew Bibbey & John Gearing Chris Hunt-Cooke  
& Richard Dix

Rodney Spokes & Duncan Spence

PHOTO BY ROBERT GROUNDS

PHOTO BY ROBERT GROUNDS

PHOTO BY ROBERT GROUNDS

PHOTO BY ROBERT GROUNDS
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After a trial Regularity Run around Cambridge a few 
days beforehand, Andrew and I headed off early on 
the Saturday morning for the Channel crossing. I’ve 
usually made an early 6am 
start and managed previously 
to get to Rally Control and Aire 
de Baralle in comfortable time. 
Not so this time—it was clear 
as we reached the Eurotunnel 
entrance that something was 
seriously wrong. Yes, there 
was migrant disturbance 
during the night that meant a 
four hour delay. Hopeless if 
the Rally was to start at 1.30.

After a quick call to Scenic 
Tours we were told that a 
Ferry would depart at 9.15am 
and we were to get to Dover 
Port asap. Getting out of 
Eurotunnel if you don’t want 
to cross the Channel is not 
easy but we made it only 
to be confronted with miles 
of average speed cameras 
along the A20. Not to be 
intimidated by such things I 
put my foot down and sped by 
all those doing 40mph, blasted past a policeman on 
roundabout duty and sped up to the Ticket office of 
P & O Ferries. Too late for the 9.15 we were told. But, 
not to be thwarted too early, I sped up to the ramp that 
was loading lorries for the 9.15 departure—much to 
the amusement of the whole car park. Needless to 
say I was turned away and sent back to my line. I did 
try though. 

We eventually got into Rally Control an hour late 
but met up with the entries at the tea stop in Ham. 
A phone call to Simon had forewarned him of our 

impending arrival. The 
problem then is that Kieren 
who had our route book and 
time card had been sent off 
to a Marshalling Control. 
In the pouring rain, Chief 
Timekeeper Geoff managed 
to tear out of his master Tulip 
book a route for us to follow 
and we were told to offer a 
sheet of paper to the Marshal 
Controls for timekeeping.

If that all sounds a bit Heath 
Robinson then it was, but 
due to the spirit of Rallying 
it worked and we got away 
and enjoyed the rest of the 
event. Unfortunately we 
had 900 points for missing 
3 controls on the first stage 
and were never going to be 
in contention—but we were 
not last as another car broke 
down before starting.

I was pleased for Andrew that on the Sunday we 
managed to clear a couple of controls, demonstrating 
that at least after 12 years one of us had moved on 
from those early starting days of not knowing what 
we were doing.

Another good event run by CRT. Thanks to Simon 
and the crew for accommodating a late arrival.

The Champagne Rally
continued from page 4

John

John & Mon

Sue Cooper & Bruce Kerr

Andrew Bibbey & John Gearing  
(If only there were a bridge to drive oneself across the English Channel)

PHOTO BY ROBERT GROUNDS
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L
ooking at  the resul ts of  the Champagne Ral ly,  you can see 
that,  apart  f rom Rodney and Duncan in the Porsche 912 who 
came sixth overal l  and third in c lass,  the N&B crews didn’ t 
do very wel l  at  a l l ! !

Champagne Rally—“If only …”
from Monica Dowson

CRT—Champagne Classic Rally Tour 17-19 Oct 2015 www.classicrallytours.com

Rodney Spokes and Duncan Spence Porsche 912 6th o/a and 3rd in class

John and Monica Dowson Ford Fiesta XR2 Mk1 16th o/a and 8th in class

Chris Hunt-Cooke and Richard Dix MGB V8 18th o/a and 10th in class

Sue Cooper and Bruce Kerr MGB GT 20th o/a and 12th in class

Andrew Bibbey and John Gearing MGB 22nd o/a and 14th in class

Reading John Gearing’s article about his travel 
difficulties shed light on his “If only …” moments. And 
it’s clear that we all had our own “if only …” stories.

Sue Cooper and Bruce Kerr had a very good excuse 
since it was Bruce’s first rally in the navigator’s seat. 
He now realises that the navigator does have to work 
quite hard and it’s not as easy as the driver thinks. 
Being new to the role, it’s quite understandable that 
just after the start he realised he hadn’t started the 
clock, and while sorting that out he missed a turn. 
They then lost a lot of time working out what had 
gone wrong. But by the end of the rally, they were 
getting a lot better.

I heard that at one point Chris Hunt-Cooke and 
Richard Dix were 6 minutes late, but managed to 
catch up 4 minutes before the control. Chris emailed 
me with his “if only ….”.

“Our first SNAFU was on a jogularity section where 
we got slightly out of sequence with the directions; 
never mind, the next one was ‘Give way, turn right’ 
which should be obvious, we got to a junction with 
a Give Way sign and turned right. As always things 
fitted near enough for a while, then they did not and 
we had obviously gone wrong. We came back to the 
junction and there was a sort of bear right road so we 

tried that and it was clearly the right route. We were 
so mystified by this that in the evening we went back 
and found where we had gone wrong. The ‘Give 
way, turn right’ related to a prior junction where you 
needed to give way, but there was no Give Way sign. 
The following direction was SO at X road, which was 
slightly bear right. The second little difficulty was on 
the map section where we were looking for the next 
right and took it, but it was a road not on the map, 
and the road we needed was actually second on 
the right.

“That’s rallying!” continued on page 7

Rodney & Duncan—fewer mistakes

Sue & Bruce—Bruce’s first go at navigating

Chris & Richard—out of sequence

PHOTO BY ROBERT GROUNDS

PHOTO BY ROBERT GROUNDS

PHOTO BY ROBERT GROUNDS

www.classicrallytours.com
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As for John and Monica, we did quite well until the 
map section. As many of you know I like maps! And 
at the first control we were 2 secs early, but at the 
next one we were over 6 minutes late (so max 300 
penalties) having done a wrong slot, and then got 
back on track but not by the correct route; fortunately 
there was no control there, and then we explored 
not one but two tracks. The first was a crossroads 
left, which turned out to 
be a farm track which led 
nowhere, but it did have 
car tracks on it and other 
people said they went 
there as well. John had 
to reverse some of the 
way before he could turn 
round. Then further on, 
still in the same section, 
it looked to me (and 
John agreed) that when 
we got to a red road it 
looked as though the line 
went across to the other 
side and turned right 
alongside the main road before crossing again to turn 
right. And looking across the main road, it looked like 
it could be a lay by or track. Anyway, it wasn’t!!!

So we might have recovered from 1 or even 2 of 
these, but not 3 …..

Of course, by then the mileage was completely 
out, as well as the time. So I gave up on the timing 
(because Simon’s ‘Speed Tables’ use variable 
speeds throughout) and told John to just drive at 
30mph or whatever he felt was suitable. And we were 
1 sec early at the next control!!! And 10 secs early 
at the last control! Not bad, eh!—John’s so good at 
choosing his speed.

Our final penalties for the 
rally were 345. 45 would 
have put us in third place 
(unlikely I know, except 
our map points were 1, 
300, 0, 9) but anything 
between 45 and 105 
would have given us a 
class award. The winners 
(Campbell and Herring) 
had 38 penalties.

However, the XR2 got 
us there, and round the 
rally, and home again. So 
that’s a result.

Well done to Rodney and Duncan for making fewer 
mistakes than the rest of us, which, of course, is the 
name of the game.

Monica

Champagne Rally—“If only …”
continued from page 6

John & Monica—too many errors

PHOTO BY ROBERT GROUNDS

More from Down Under

S
ome of you may be aware that each month,  af ter  Nick puts 
the Northants & Bedfordshire area newslet ter  together,  he 
hands me a copy to proof-read. Sometimes the art ic les are 
so interest ing,  I  f ind mysel f  just  reading and enjoying—so I 

then have to go back to the beginning and start  get t ing cr i t ical ! 

I like to use a red biro and I would like to put at least 
one red mark on each page—in 
memory of when Nick used to 
proof-read my Uni assignments 
using a red biro. Well, he 
helped me to get through. 
Unfortunately, I fall short of my 
expectations and only manage 
three or four red marks for the 
whole newsletter. But, I do 
thoroughly enjoy taking an 
active part in the club.

No doubt you are wondering why I am writing this 
little snippet. Well, it is because 
Nick had a blank half page where 
I put a big red mark; Nick said 
if I had a problem with a blank 
half page then I had better write 
something to fill it.
Merry Christmas to you all.

Glad

Notes from our Proof-Reader from Glad Fish
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T
he quiz I  was due to run in Apr i l  was f inal ly held on 26 th October, 
a l though I  should hasten to add that i t  has not taken me 
six months to get over my ear l ier  i l lness.  The number of 
contestants almost reached double f igures.  Whether that 

was a ref lect ion on the quiz quest ions of  2014 or the fact  that 
26 th October was the f i rst  n ight  of  the new Bond f i lm Spectre,  we 
shal l  never know.

To provide some encouragement at least half the 
questions had multiple choice answers. The subjects 
ranged from the 1960s to a few months ago. There 
were eight questions related to photos. Several 
people said there was a good overall balance.

There were stories related to some of the photos, 
although the stories were not needed to answer 
the questions. One photo reproduced here was 
taken three years 
ago. I had been 
organising a tour 
of Monte Carlo 
Rally stages for 
a Mercedes-
Benz Club non-
competitive event. 
On the final recce 
trip we were 
heading out of Beuil 
towards the Col de 
la Couillole and 
met a convoy of 
about 10 Porsche 
911s coming the 
other way. They 
stopped and I got 
my driver to stop 
so that I could take 
a few photos. The 
cars had all been 
refurbished/rebuilt 
by a German 
company (similar 
to Tuthill Porsche) 
and were being 
given a tour of 
some Monte Carlo 
Rally stages in the Alps not far from the principality. 
Their guide who was speaking at the end of each 
stage was none other than Walter Röhrl. After he had 
finished his brief history lesson I had a chat with him 
and he was very willing to speak. He posed for a few 
photos. Walter is idolised in Italy and you can still find 
his name written large on buildings alongside the old 
San Remo stages.

The top scores (out of 50) for the quiz were

Andrew Duerden 46

Steve Moffatt 42

Ian Drummond 35.5

Jon Lloyd 34.5
Andrew received an Amazon gift token for his 
successful efforts.

Those taking part will probably be 
glad that I did not include the following 
photo in the quiz. It shows a road sign 
with a temporary road closure 0.2 km 
ahead. Possible questions for this 
photo could be a) for what event was 
this road closure or b) in what country 
was this? 

Answers will be found on page 14 of 
this newsletter. Rest assured that I 
would consider either question too 
difficult for a quiz of this nature.

Andrew

The October Quiz Night
From Andrew Bodman



Newsletter—November 2015
Page  

9

Northants and  
Bedfordshire Area

November Sun Run
from Barbara Wiedemann

W
e had heard a lot  of  enthusiast ic reports about the 
November Sun Run, organised by James Macdonald f rom 
his home in the Champagne region of  France. The event 
supports the Great Ormond Street hospi ta l  char i ty.  Each 

year s ince i ts beginning, the number of  entrants has grown with 
a high percentage of  repeat part ic ipants,  and i ts reputat ion as a 
wel l  organised “ fun” event based on maps, code boards,  photo and 
route passage quest ions wi th no str ict  t iming elements sounded 
l ike a great formula for  the autumn.

Although we applied early we had to join a waiting 
list for the 9th November Sun Run, but luckily before 
long were assured of a place. Shortly before the 
event the final instructions arrived which included 
the entry list of 70 crews, details of the calibration 
run and the plotting info for the first short section. We 
made our way to Brenne la Vieille, received a warm 
welcome, signed on to receive a road book with the 
morning’s plotting details and sealed envelopes for 
the afternoon’s.

That afternoon the driver relaxed and the co-driver 
plotted a couple of day’s mapwork before meeting up 
with the others at the welcome dinner, cooked and 
served by members of the Eclance car club in the 
village hall. A delicious dinner with the best chocolate 
mousse ever tasted!

A fine field of classics was lined up for the start at Bar 
sur l’Aube, on the same square famous for hosting 
a restart for the Monte Carlo rally. Three immaculate 
Ford Lotus Cortinas, no fewer than 15 MGs, 10 Minis 

spanning all the years Minis were produced. The 
oldest car was a 1928 Ford Model A; there was a 
lovely Citroen DS and a Peugeot 205 Rallye from 
France; and Stuttgart was well represented by 4 
Mercedes and 4 Porsches, of which ours was the only 
911. The start was well attended by car enthusiasts 
and the local press, who were pleased to find in 
Daniel a French speaker to interview. Fame at last! 
Someone even asked for our autographs! We set off 
to experience our first section and introduction to the 
famous codeboards, the size of a cigarette packet on 
a low post, which we knew should be situated at the 
entries to villages, at junctions or at Col signs, but 
which nevertheless proved quite elusive.

The first day took us to the Vosges and into Alsace, 
crossing the Col du Bonhomme and descending into 
Colmar as darkness fell. Negotiating the town and 
arriving at the hotel proved the most taxing time of the 
day but a good dinner of local wines and specialities 
soon soothed any stress away. In the morning we 

continued on page 10
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left the fog on the plain behind and climbed back up 
into the Vosges to enjoy the sunshine on the Routes 
de Cretes and the Ballons d’Alsace, including a stop 
at Gerardmer for a sandwich lunch and plotting of 
the afternoon section. That evening we stayed in 
Sochaux next to the old Peugeot factory, now the 
museum, where we had an 
excellent private visit and 
dinner. Day three was a 
long day’s drive into the Jura 
mountains and through the 
lovely woods and meadows of 
the Doubs. This was the day 
where our mileage was to be 
compared to the organiser’s, 
including a calibration factor 
we had submitted earlier. 
The beginning was tricky with 
misted windows and a bright 
low early morning sun which 
gave rise to a couple of wrong 
slots but once we were on our 
way all went well. We passed 
through St Hippolyte sur le 
Doubs, home to Daniel’s 86 

year old aunt, but at 9am we thought it better not 
to call in for coffee… (we went back after the rally). 
Following the valley of the Desoubre river was one 
of the loveliest roads of the event. We had lunch at 
Oyannax on a hypermarket car park (the cafe was 
closed), plotting with maps spread out on bonnets 

and boots in the sunshine, 
was this really November? 
Plotting the route was getting 
a little harder, and I got it 
wrong after leaving Oyannax. 
More by luck we found 
ourselves in the right area 
and picked up the right route. 
As we crossed le Col du Chat, 
the PC question “what is in 
the monument dedicated to 
Notre Dame and what stops 
the object being stolen?” 
distracted us sufficiently to 
miss a code board on the 
opposite side of the road. 
Well played James!!

November Sun Run

continued on page 11

continued from page 9
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The night we arrived in Aix les Bains, our home for 
two nights. Our distance was measured as we pulled 
in. It had been a long day’s drive but through some 
stunning countryside.

For our final day, we struggled to find the route out of 
Aix les Bains, but were soon climbing up into the Alps. 
Informal lunch was planned on the Col des Aravis. 
The road there was closed and we found a reroute 
notice. The marshals had 
to find a quick alternative 
spot to accommodate 70 
cars and crew for lunch. 
The amazing Road 
Rock Café proprietors 
offered a good quality 
cheeseburger and chips 
lunch for 150 people at 
very short notice.

Every day we received a 
list of results, except on 
the final evening, when 
prizes were given to the 
overall winners and class 
awards. James explained 
that this was because the 
organisers too wanted to 
be able to enjoy the last 
evening, and because 
of the friendly nature of 

the event we can accept that. However it was a bit 
disappointing not to have any idea where we had 
succeeded or failed after all the effort put into finding 
those darned code boards! There was, too, some 
“collaboration” between some teams on finding the 
answers to questions which was disappointing and 
difficult to avoid. For this reason too it may be less 
important on this event to pay attention to one’s 
position on the leader board and just enjoy the route, 

the puzzles, the great 
food and drink and the 
general bonhomie, all in 
support of a worthy cause 
as well.

PS We received a 
summary of the final 
results a week after 
the event. Of our local 
heroes, Chris Hunt Cooke 
gained the highest 
place, 9th; we came 13th; 
John Taylor 18th and 
Mike Cornwell 30th out 
of 65 starters, who all 
completed the event.

Barbara

November Sun Run
continued from page 10
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The Engineering Column
Fans and Hoses

T
he XR2 seems to have got through i ts teething problems and 
sett led down to be a rel iable ral ly car.  Having completed the 
Champagne ral ly wi th no mechanical  problems whatsoever 
and with winter approaching i t  is  now t ime for a few upgrades 

and modif icat ions to areas that are not working qui te as they should.

The XR2 was Ford’s first car with a transverse engine 
and I think the first Ford to be fitted with an electric 
radiator fan. One can well imagine the Ford bean 
counters being very unhappy at the cost of the electric 
fan compared to the engine driven plastic fan that was 
standard on most Fords at the time.

During the rebuild, the radiator and heater matrix 
were changed for new units. The new radiator is 
manufactured by Valeo and is a typical modern unit 
with, I think, an aluminum core and crimped on plastic 
tanks at the ends rather than the more usual top and 
bottom. The support structure is a very light gauge 

steel pressing, much less substantial than 
the one on the original copper cored radiator. 
The electric fan attaches to this structure and 
as may be seen from the photograph it is a 
substantial piece of engineering with a very heavy motor 
cantilevered out from the structure by some distance. 
It is also very noisy so that bystanders often look for a 
low flying aircraft when it switches on. Changing it for 
a modern high efficiency modern pancake fan seemed 
a sensible decision as they are quieter and use a lot 
less electrical power. Selecting a fan was not so easy, 
as all the usual motor sport suppliers sell them but 
each one offers a different fan manufacturer. This 
meant spending time obtaining manufacturers’ data 
from their web sites and comparing fan performance. 
The level of data available varies enormously but in 
the end the choice probably doesn’t matter too much 
as the air is being drawn through the radiator matrix 
which is the restriction in the system. Most fans seem 
to be manufactured in Italy and all are around the 
same price. The chosen unit is manufactured by SPAL 
and in initial testing seems to produce considerably 
more airflow than the old one.

Finding parts for a MK1 Fiesta has been very difficult 
and without eBay it is unlikely that the car would be back 
on the road. A major problem that was identified very 
early on was a source of new water hoses. Fortunately 
a supplier of silicone hoses who seemed to specialise 
in the more obscure makes of car was eventually 
found. Currently the well known manufacturer Samco 
can supply a complete hose set but at the time Roose 
Motor Sport saved the day. I purchased a set of 
hoses from Roose and they fitted perfectly, just as the 
originals even down to one of the heater hoses being 
too long. Roose also supplied a set of stainless steel 
worm drive hose clips as the original Ford wire clips 
are unsuitable for the softer silicone hoses. Worm drive 
hose clips are more commonly known as Jubilee clips 
but that is the name of the original manufacturer. They 
work very well in the larger sizes but less well when 
they get down to 20mm or less hose diameter due to 
the area around the worm drive having a fixed radius 

and under certain 
conditions it can form 
non clamped areas. 
This has happened in 
the connections to the 
heater matrix and is a 
problem made worse 
by the silicone hoses. 
Due to their soft 
flexible construction 
they require an even 
clamping force over 

the whole circumference. There has also been a 
continual problem with a small water leak from the 
outlet of the water pump that couples via a straight 
hose to a special Ford fabricated pipe. This steel pipe 
is most definitely showing signs of age but the only 
available replacements are used pipes in a similar 
condition. The worm drive clip is not conforming to the 
pipe shape which as it is fabricated is not truly round 
in section. The solution to this clamping problem has 
been to fit hose clamps manufactured by Mikalor. I 
have used them in the past in all sorts of clamping 
applications including exhaust clamps where they are 
superior and less vulnerable than the conventional 
type of exhaust clamp. They are wider and more 
flexible than worm drive clips so hopefully will help to 
cure the leaks. If you do use Mikalor clamps, take care 
when tightening them up as a considerable force can 
be generated which will easily deform low strength 
pipes and hoses.

from John Dowson

Old and new fans

Mikalor clamps

continued on page 13
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As with most Fords of the period 
there is no drain plug for the cooling 
system. The workshop manual 
says remove the bottom hose 
from the radiator, but this is a very 
messy procedure and tends to fill 
the twin electric horns with water. 
I have come across hose take-offs 
manufactured by Revotec that can 
be fitted through the hose wall to 
provide a fitting for another hose 
or a sensor. There is a selection of 

sizes available and although they 
are rather expensive for what they 
are, I have fitted one into the bottom 
radiator hose with a tap to provide a 
cooling system drain. So far it seems 
to be leak free and works as a drain 
when required.

If you have any questions or 
comments please e-mail me on 
john.dowson7@btinternet.com.

John

The Engineering Column
Fans and Hoses continued from page 12

Hose take off

Invitations

 

 

A 60 mile route for 12 cars, with a twist on the concept of easy 
navigation, using some of the best roads 

in East Leicestershire & Rutland. 
 

Tuesday 19 January 2016; signing on, 19.00; first car away, 20:01. 
Starting and finishing at The Cow & Plough, Stoughton, Leics, LE2 2FB 

 MR 140/629 020 
Map 141c3 (or later) required 

Entry £15 per car, Insurance available through the NES scheme 
Two classes; Experts, Novices & Beginners (some detail beforehand & help 

sheet) 
 

For entries, ring Andrew Duerden on 07836 318400 or e-mail  
vauxhall.motorsport@btinternet.com 

 
*lash – an Irish term for a ‘blat’ around the lanes as in “We’ll have a lash down this way here…..” 

 
 

Marshals also wanted!  

john.dowson7@btinternet.com
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T
he Br i t ish Motor Sport  Marshals Club would l ike to invi te 
HRCR N&B members to our future c lub nights.  They are 
mainly racing themed but we do have a few Ral ly speakers 
that  may interest  your members.

Our next social evening will be in 
The White Horse in Silverstone 
village on Thursday November 26th. 
This evening will be a quiz for teams 
of four people and is organised by 
regular race commentators Russell 
and Alex Douglas, some questions 
are easy, some hard, but there are 
no trick questions.

We do have a few evenings planned 
for next year one of which will feature 
Steve Perez. I will give you plenty 
of notice from now on so that you 
can include the evenings in future 
newsletters. Ian Drummond will 
confirm the “quality” of the evenings.

Invitations
British Motor Sport Marshals Club from Bob Sketchley

Bob

Come and support the N&B Team—Thurs 26th Nov

from Andrew Bodman

The British Motorsport Marshals Club are holding a quiz evening at 
the White Horse, Stocks Hill, Silverstone, NN12 8UW on Thursday 
26th November at 8:00pm. The meeting will be in an upstairs room 
and there are planned to be four quiz teams each of four people.

Our HRCR group was invited to take part and a team has been 
formed of the following:

 Ian Butcher Andrew Duerden

 David Holmes Andrew Bodman

The team includes several recent HRCR quiz winners. However 
don’t expect everything to be plain sailing; there could be many 
motor racing questions which we will tend to find harder. So your 
support at this meeting would be most welcome.

Mercia Motor Sports

For regs and entry forms, see www.coalvillecc.org.
uk/12Cars1516/12Cars1516.htm.

Wednesday evenings on 25th Nov, 9th Dec, 27th Jan, 
10th Feb, 23rd March and 13th April.

 • simple 2hr plot and bash events

 • no rough roads

 • suitable for standard cars and novices

 • entrants and marshals always needed.

HRCR members would be most welcome.

Chris Valentine

Loughborough Car Club

See www.loughboroughcarclub.co.uk for regulations

Tuesday evenings on 17th Nov, 15th Dec, 19th Jan, 
16th Feb, 15th March, and 19th April

 • Beginners, Novices, Experts

 • Signing on from 18:45. Beginner packs from 
19:20. First car 20:01

 • Finish between 22:00 and 23:00

 • Entries open 1 month before event.

 • Seeded entry (acceptance) list published Sunday 
before event.

 • HRCR is invited club

CSMA North East London Group

Regulations can be downloaded from our website 
at:- www.csma-nlr.org.uk

Friday evenings on Fri 4th Dec, Fri 15th Jan, 
Fri 5th Feb and Fri 4th March

 • New this year—use of spotlights will be allowed 
on all events

 • Classes for Beginners, Novices, Experts

 • Entries close 2 weeks before event

 • HRCR is invited club

Mike Biss

CSMA Motorsports 
01525 720299 
07753 137415

12-Car Rallies

Andrew

Answers to Quiz Photo from page 8

a) Peking—Paris 2007

b) Poland

www.coalvillecc.org.uk/12Cars1516/12Cars1516.htm
www.coalvillecc.org.uk/12Cars1516/12Cars1516.htm
www.loughboroughcarclub.co.uk
www.csma-nlr.org.uk
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Invitations

T
he Beaujolais Classic Ral ly Tour based in Montreui l  sur Mer, 
was wel l -supported with 28 entrants,  including 5 Vintage cars, 
10 Up to ’67 and 13 Post ’67 cars.  Winners were Richard 
Dresner and Col in Mackenzie in the Volvo 122S. El l iot  Dale 

and Charlot te Ryal  in the Model A Ford were much admired, but a 
water shortage on the f i rst  day gave them 600 penal t ies points.

N&B members performed 
somewhat better than on 
the Champagne, with class 
awards for Daniel and Barbara 
Wiedemann and Peter and 
Helen Morris. Doug Carmichael 
and John Gearing did well, but 
their map times were just not 
quite good enough. Navigating 
on his first event was Steve 
Moffatt with Anthony Garside 
but it was the map section that 
was their undoing too.

Oh, and the marshals? Well, it was cold, wet and 
very windy on the first day, and the second day was 
dry, still and relatively warm in the sunshine.

It was a good event and hopefully we’ll get a full rally 
report for the next newsletter.

Beaujolais Classic Rally Tour
Brief Report from Monica Dowson

Sat 21st—Mon 23rd CRT—Beaujolais Classic Rally Tour www.classicrallytours.com

Daniel and Barbara Wiedemann Lancia Fulvia Coupe 2nd o/a and 1st in class

Peter and Helen Morris Porsche 911 5th o/a and 3rd in class

Doug Carmichael and John Gearing MGB Roadster 11th o/a and 5th in class

Anthony Garside and Steve Moffatt MGB 23rd o/a and 7th in class

Mark and Sue Godfrey MGB W/D before event

John and Monica Dowson Marshalling

PHOTOS COURTESY OF SIMON ROSSITER

Classic Rally Tours—Latest News

2016 Dates

We can confirm the 2016 dates will be:
 • Training Rally—March 12th—£45 per person

 • Arras Classic—May 7-9th—£379 per person

 • Champagne—October 15th-17th—£429 per person

 • Beaujolais—November 19th-21st—£379 per person

Monica

Simon is also reviving the great 
Classic Trophies of the past 
with a week-long event to go to 
the Massif Central in Southern 
France. This will take on some 
of the classic Monte passes and 

also relive the early HRCR Classic Trophies that 
Simon organised.

 • Classic Trophy Rally—September 10th-16th—
circa £2650 per crew of two (TBC)

You can see the latest news and book online 
at the website www.classicrallytours.com 
or email simon@classicrallytours.com for 
more details.

www.classicrallytours.com
www.classicrallytours.com
mailto://simon@classicrallytours.com
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When? What? Where? Who? How?
compiled by 

Monica Dowson
To make sure you appear in this list, please email me on 

monica.dowson@arnesbury.co.uk2015 
October 
Sat 17 - Mon 19 CRT – Champagne Classic Rally Tour   www.classicrallytours.com 
  Rodney Spokes & Duncan Spence Porsche 912  6th o/a & 3rd in class 
  John & Monica Dowson   Ford Fiesta XR2 Mk1 16th o/a & 8th in class 
  Chris Hunt-Cooke & Richard Dix  MGB V8  18th o/a & 10th in class 
  Sue Cooper & Bruce Kerr  MGB GT  20th o/a & 12th in class 
  Andrew Bibbey & John Gearing  MGB   22nd o/a & 14th in class 
 
Wed 28  12–car – Crows 6 – Back in the Black   www.coalvilleccc.org.uk 
  Chris Valentine & James Barnard  Porsche 924  10th 
  John & Monica Dowson   Marshalling 
November 
Tue 3 - Fri 6  November Sun Run     www.15-50ac.org 
  Champagne – Haut Savoie In aid of Great Ormond Street Hospital Children’s Charity 
  Ralph Lodge & Robin Shackleton Ford Escort RS 2000 
  Mike Cornwell &    MGB GT 
  Daniel & Barbara Wiedemann  Porsche 911 
  Terry & Janet Powell   Lotus Cortina 
  Terry & Pip Secker   Lotus Cortina 
  Chris Hunt-Cooke & Richard Dix  MGB 
  John Ball & Peter Haynes  Citroen DS 
 
Thu 5 - Sun 8 Rally of the Tests – Newcastle - Blackpool  www.craevents.eu 
  Jonathan Hancox & Richard Lambley Triumph TR4   6th o/a & 2nd in class 
  John Abel & Andrew Duerden  Alfa Romeo Giulia Sprint 12th o/a & 4th in class 
  Peter & Helen Morris   Volvo 123GT   28th o/a & 7th in class 
  Richard Tomkins & Richard Askew Hillman Super Imp  5th in class 7 (post ‘62) 
  David Alderson & Dennis Greenslade VW Okrasa Beetle 1300  Retired 
 
Tues 17 12–car – South of the Border    www.loughboroughcarclub.uk 
  Richard Egger & Andrew Duerden Experts    2nd o/a & 1st in class 
  John & Monica Dowson   Marshalling 
 
Sat 21 - Mon 23 CRT – Beaujolais Classic Rally Tour   www.classicrallytours.com 
  Daniel & Barbara Wiedemann  Lancia Fulvia Coupe  2nd o/a & 1st in class 
  Peter & Helen Morris   Porsche 911   5th o/a & 3rd in class 
  Doug Carmichael & John Gearing MGB Roadster   11th o/a & 5th in class 
  Anthony Garside & Steve Moffatt MGB    23rd o/a & 7th in class 
  Mark & Sue Godfrey   MGB    W/D before event 
  John & Monica Dowson   Marshalling 
 
Wed 25  12–car – Warwickshire 100 Revival   www.coalvilleccc.org.uk 
  Start/Finish at Horse & Jockey, Corley CV7 8AA. Maps 139 C6 & 140 C3 
  Chris Valentine & James Barnard  Porsche 924 
 
Thurs 26 British Motor Sports Marshals Club - Quiz Night www.marshals.co.uk 
  White Horse, Silverstone, NN12 8UW at 8pm 
  N&B Team – Andrew Bodman, Ian Butcher, Andrew Duerden & David Holmes 
  would welcome your support. 
 
Mon 30th November  N&B Meeting  7.30pm – 9.30pm 
   at Towcester Mill Brewery, Chantry Lane, Towcester, NN12 6AD 
 
   Speaker: Alastair Vines – “Monte Carlo Historique” 
 
December 
Fri 4  12–car – CSMA – North East London Group  www.csma-nlr.org.uk 
  Start at The Robin Hood & Little John Pub, Tonwell, Herts SG12 0HN at 8:31pm 
  Map 166 edition C4.  Beginner/Novice/Expert classes.  New rule – use of spotlights permitted. 
  Entries close on 21st Nov. 
 
Sat 5 - Tue 8 Le Jog       www.craevents.eu 
  Ginger Ostle & Andrew Duerden  Morris Cooper S 
  Mark Godfrey & Martyn Taylor  MGB Roadster 
  Peter & Helen Morris   Volvo 123 GT Saloon 
 
Wed 9  12–car – The Chinese Takeaway   www.coalvilleccc.org.uk 
  Start/Finish at The Rising Sun, Shackertone, CV13 6NN.  Map 140 C3 
  HRCR entries/marshals welcome. 
 
Tues 15 12–car – The 12 Cars of Christmas   www.loughboroughcarclub.uk 
  Start/Finish at The Gate Hangs Well, Syston, LE7 1NH 

mailto://monica.dowson@arnesbury.co.uk
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2016 
January 
Fri 15  12–car – CSMA – North East London Group  www.csma-nlr.org.uk 
 
Sat 16  HRCR Open Day – Gaydon     www.hrcr.co.uk 
 
Tues 19 12–car – The Old Farts Lash    www.loughboroughcarclub.uk 
  Andrew Duerden   Organiser 
  John & Monica Dowson   Marshalling 
 
Wed 27  12–car – Fox and Hen     www.coalvilleccc.org.uk 
  Mercia Motor Sports - Rugby MC / Coalville CC  - HRCR entries/marshals welcome. 
 
February 
Fri 5  12–car – CSMA – North East London Group  www.csma-nlr.org.uk 
 
Wed 10  12–car – Derek & James Excellent Adventure  www.coalvilleccc.org.uk 
  Mercia Motor Sports - Rugby MC / Coalville CC  - HRCR entries/marshals welcome. 
 
Tues 16 12–car – Max Torque Rally    www.loughboroughcarclub.uk 
  Richard Egger & Andrew Duerden Experts 

March 
Fri 4  12–car – CSMA – North East London Group  www.csma-nlr.org.uk 
 
Sat 12  Classic Rally Tours – Training Rally   www.classicrallytours.com 
 
Tues 15 12–car – Great Northern Rally    www.loughboroughcarclub.uk 
  Richard Egger & Andrew Duerden Experts 
 
Wed 23  12–car – The Silver Owl    www.coalvilleccc.org.uk 
  Mercia Motor Sports – Jaguar Apprentices MC / Coalville CC   
  HRCR entries/marshals welcome. 
 
April 
Sun 10  MK Classic Car Tour – 10th Anniversary  email: mkclassictours@btconnect.com 
         Or tel: 01525 290117 
  Organised by Alison & Mike Cornwell in aid of Little Lives Appeal 
  New start at POPLARS Garden Centre – 200m east side of J12-M1 
  Alpine Circuit at Millbrook Proving Ground, Broughton Castle, Porsche Experience Centre 
  Early entry advised – entries opened in Oct 2015 !!   
  HRCR entries/marshals particularly welcome. 
  Estelle & Adam Davis   MGB 
 
Wed 13  12–car – C-X75      www.coalvilleccc.org.uk 
  Mercia Motor Sports – Jaguar Apprentices MC / Coalville CC   
  HRCR entries/marshals welcome. 
 
Tues 19 12–car – Brown Wheels Rally    www.loughboroughcarclub.uk 
  Richard Egger & Andrew Duerden Experts 
 
May 
Sat 7 - Mon 9 CRT – Arras Classic Rally Tour   www.classicrallytours.com 
  Mark Gearing & John Gearing MGB Roadster 
 
Sat 21   “Moonlight Meander” Rally    www.mmsc.net.au 

  Nick Wright & Ray Garrad  Peugeot 505GTi 
 
June 
Wed 1 - Sat 4 Three Castles Welsh Classic Trial   www.three-castles.co.uk 
  Entries opened on 1st Oct and already have 59 crews 
  Doug Carmichael & John Gearing MGB Roadster 
  Mark & Sue Godfrey   TBA 
  Stuart Anderson & Richard Lambley Bentley 4¼ Sports 
 
August 
Sat 6  Ivans Folly      www.pccv.org 
  Nick Wright & Ray Garrad  Peugeot 505GTi 
 
September 
Sat 10 - Fri 16 CRT – The Classic Trophy Rally   www.classicrallytours.com 
  Visiting the Massif Central region of Southern France. 
  Rally class & Touring class 
 
October 
Sat 15 - Mon 17 CRT – Champagne Classic Rally Tour   www.classicrallytours.com 
 
November 
Sat 19 - Mon 21 CRT – Beaujolais Classic Rally Tour   www.classicrallytours.com 

When? What? Where? Who? How?
continued from page 17


